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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ANNASs HUMMEL, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Hunting-
don, in the county of Huntingdon and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Artificial T'ree, of which the following
is a specification. .

My invention relates to improvements in
artificial trees, especially adapted for use as
a Christmas tree, although parts of thestruc-
ture may be used for decorative purposes on
other festive occasions, such as on national
holidays, and they may also be employed for
performance of other useful work—as, for ex-
ample, in a clothes-rack.

The primary object in view is to provide a
simple and inexpensive strueture in which
the several parts are adapted to be separably
connected for ready assemblage and disen-
gagement to enable the same to be stored in
a compact space until it is desired to use the
structure. '

A further object is to provide an improved
structure in which the separable parts are
held together by a wedging action, which in-
sures proper retention of the parts and facili-
tates the assemblage and dismantling of the
strueture, and a further object .is to provide
an improved foot-piece adapted for nse singly
or in connection with a base to support the
staff or tree-trunk against any tendeney to
topple over accidentally.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in the novel construction and arrange-
ment of parts, which will be hereinafter fully
described and claimed.

To enable others to understand the inven-
tion, I have illustrated a preferred embodi-
ment thereof in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, and in
which—

Figure 1 is a view, partly in elevation and
partly in section, of an artificial tree con-
structed in accordance with the principles of
my invention. Fig. 2 is a transverse sec-
tional view through the staff and one of the
sleeves or collars. Tig. 3 is a sectional eleva-

tion of the lower part of the staff with aseries
of collars fitted thereon, illustrating the foot-
piece and base. :
tional view through the foot-piece.

Fig. 4 is a horizontal sec-
Fig. 51is

- entering the end of the staff 10.

a detail perspective view of one member of
the base.

The same numerals of reference are used
to indieate like and corresponding parts in
each of the several figures of the drawings.

In earrying my invention into practice 1
employ a vertical staff 10, which is adapted
to form the trunk of an artificial tree. This
staff is tapered from its lower part to the up-
per extremity, and, asshown by the drawings,
it may consist of a single continuous piece of
wood, metal, or other suitable material; but
I do not limit myself to the employment of a
single-piece staff, because the staff may be
made in sections adapted to be assembled rig-
idly and detachably together in any manner
which will suggest itself to a skilled me-
chanie.
able top section 11, adapted to be connected
to the major portion of the staff in any suit-
able way, and this top section is formed with
a tapered socket 12, which may receive a
branch to finish the top of an artificial tree,
or'it may be equipped with an ornamental
cap, such as an image or an emblem.

The lower extremity or base of the staff is
supported in place by a foot-piece 13, which
is castin asingle piece of metal andisadapted
for use singly or in connection with the base,
as may be preferred by the user. This foot-
piece is formed with a tapering socket 14, in
which the lower end of the staff may be snugly
fitted, and said staff may be fastened posi-
tively to the foot-piece by means of a screw

.16, adapted to pass through an aperture at

the closed bottom of the socket, said screw
(See Fig. 3.)
The foot-piece is furthermore cast with the
radial flanges 17, which are reinforced by the
wedges 18, that join the vertical face of the
foot-piece 13 and the horizontal faces of the
flanges, and said radial flanges have vertical
apertures 19, adapted for the passage of suit-
able screws. The foot-piece may rest upon
the floor and be secured thereto by screws
which pass through the apertures 19, so as to
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The staff is provided with a remov- .
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support the staff independently of a base;:

but in some instances it is desired that the
tree or other structure shall stand on the floor
without fastening the structure in place. To
meet these conditions, I provide a base con-
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sisting of a series of sections 20, each section
having its inner end beveled inreverse direc-
tionsat 2122. (See Figs.4and5.) The mem-
bers of the sectional base are adapted to be
fitted below the flanges 17 of the foot-piece
in a manner for the inner beveled ends of the
base-sections to meet or join, so that their
pointed extremities will lie in the plane of
the vertical axis of the socket 14, and the mem-

bers of the base may be fastened securely to.

the flanges of the foot-piece by screws 23,
passing through the apertures 19. The base
presents a broad surface adapted to rest on
a floor, table, or other surface for holding the
structure in its proper upright position, and
when the freeisdismantled the screws 23 may
be removed for ready disengagement of the
base-sections from the foot-piece.

One of the important features of my inven-
tion resides in the employment of a series of
sleeves or collars which are of different sizes
and are constructed for application to the
tapered staff 10 in a manner to make each
sleeve or collar wedge or hold itself in place
by impingement on the staff, and as said col-
lars are of different sizes they may be spaced
at uniform or variable distances on the staff
for the proper distribution of the branches or
boughs along the staff in order to give the
treeany desired contourorappearance. Each
sleeve or collar 24 is cast in a single piece of
mefal with a central opening, the wall of
which is flared to correspond with the taper
of the staff 10, and each collar or sleeve is of
a different size from every other collar or
sleeve, so that the collars may be spaced at
the desired distances apart along the length
of the staff. The collar has a series of arms
25, which are inclined to the vertical axis of
the opening in said collar, and said arms ex-
tend radially from the collar, so as to be dis-
tributed properly on the circumference there-
of. The arms of each sleeve or collar have
flared sockets 26, adapted for the reception
of the boughs or branches 27, the end of each
bough being tapered in order to fit the flared
socket 26 and thereby fasten the bough in the
socket by a wedging action for the purpose
of preventing the bough from .turning, par-
ticularly if it should be loaded with Christ-
mas presents.

In order to erect the structure and adapt
it for use as a Christmas tree, the staff 10 is
fitted in the socket of the foot-piece and se-
cured in place by the screw 16. As before
intimated, the foot-piece may be fastened to
the floor or it may be attached by screws to
the sectional base. After the standard is
erected the largest collar or sleeve should be
fitted thereto, and the series of collars of
smaller sizes may then be fitted successively
to the standard, each collar wedging itself
firmly in position on the standard. The

branches or boughs may be thrust into the
sockets of the sleeves or collars after they shall
have been applied to the standard, or if de-
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sired the boughs may be fitted to the socket-
ed arms of the sleeves before their application
to the standard, this- being particularly ad-
vantageous in connection with the sleeves
which are fitted to the upper part of said
standard. The top section 11 with the orna-
ment may be fitted to the upper extremity of
the staff after the bough-carrying sleeves
shall have been applied thereto.

One of the important features attending
the use of an artificial tree constructed in ac-
cordance with my invention is that the series
of collars may be fitted on the staff for the
radial socketed arms to lie in different verti-
cal positions, thus enabling the boughs to be
disposed and assembled to give the tree an
attractive appearance by insuring uniformity
in the distribution of the branches. The
branches may be obtained by cutting them
from natural trees—as, for example, from
cedar trees—and this may readily be effected
and the ends of the branches cut to form the
tapering extremities adapted to wedge them-
selves in the flared sockets of the arms on
the sleeves or collars. The fact that the
branches may be dressed or trimmed before
fitting them in the small-sized sleeves or col-
lars is an advantage which will be readily ap-
preciated by a person who is required to dress
a tree because of the non-accessibility of the
upper branches to the tree-dresser. Kither
of the branches may readily be withdrawn
from the socketed collar, thus enabling a
burning branch to be readily carried away
from the tree without setting fire to the re-
maining branches. The tree may readily be
dismantled by detaching the branches there-
from, thus facilitating the distribution of
presents with which the tree may be loaded,
and after the tree has been dismantled the
staff with the series of collars thereon may
be utilized for other purposes. One adapta-
tion of the staff with the sleeves resides in
the ability to dress the staff with flags, which
may be inserted in the socketed arms of the
sleeves to give the structure an ornamental
appearance—as, for instance, on national
holidays; but the structure may be utilized
as a means for supporting a series of arms
from which clothing or fabries may be sus-
pended for drying the same. The invention,
however, is especially designed for use as an
artificial tree, and it presents a simple and
cheap device which may be used for an in-
definite period of time.

Changes in the form, proportion, size, and
the minor details of construction within the
scope of the appended claims may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of this invention.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
I claim is— .

1. A device of the character described, con-
sisting of a tapered staff and a series of dif-
ferent-sized collars fitted thereon for frictional
wedging engagement with said staff, each col-
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lar having a sevies of tapered sockets, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A device of the character deseribed, con-
sisting of a tapered staff and a series of dif-
ferent-sized collars fitted on the staff by wedg-
ing engagement therewith, each collar pro-
vided with a series of radial socketed arms
disposed in inclined positions to the vertical
axis of the staff, substantially as deseribed.

3. A device of the character described, con-
sisting of a staff, a foot-piece fitted to the
lower end of the staff and provided with a

socket and flanges, and a sectional base hav-,

ing its members fastened detachably to the
flanges of the foot-piece, substantially as de-
seribed.

4, An artificial tree consisting of a staff, a
series of collars or sleeves fitted to said staff
tohold themselves in place thereon by a wedg-
ing action and spaced at proper intervals
along the staff, and boughs or branches fitted
removably to each sleeve or collar, substan-
tially as deseribed.

5. An artificial tree consisting of a tapered
staff, a series of collars fitted to said staff to
hold themselves in place by a wedging action
and each provided with radial socketed arms
arranged in inclined positions to the vertical
axis of the staff, and removable boughs hav-
ing wedging engagement with the socketed
arms of each collar,substantially as described.

6. In a device of the character described,
a foot-piece provided with a socket and a se-
ries of radial flanges, a sectional base the
members of which are beveled at their inner
meeting ends and fitted below the flanges of
the foot-piece, and means for fastening the
base members individually to said flanges of
the foot-piece, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. :

ANNAS HUMMEL,

Witnesses:

R. A. ORBISON,
W. B. YOUNG.
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