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2 [X] claime Nos.: 27(completely); 23-26(partially)

because they relate to parts of the international application that do nat comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that ne meaningiul imtemational search can be carried out, specifically:
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This Internaticnal Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-5, 12-28

An optical device comprising a stack of a capping layer, a
light-absorbing material layer and a reflective layer,

wherein the refractive index of the capping layer is at
least 1.6.

2. claims: 6-11

An optical device comprising a stack of a capping layer, a
light-absorbing material layer, an optically active material
layer and a reflective layer.
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Continuation of Box 1I.2

Claims Nos.: 27(completely); 23-26(partially)

Claim 23, which depends inter alia upon independent claim 1, claims an
optical device comprising a stack of layers (see claim 1), wherein one or
more of the Tayers comprise an optical cavity "that determines the
spectral response of the device to incident 1ight".

The technical

Timitations imposed on the claimed optical device by the functional
limitation that the cavity should determine the spectral response of the
device to incident light are totally unclear: the claim does not Timit
the desired spectral response in any way; materials and geometry of the
optical cavity are undefined; likewise undefined is the spatial
relationship of the cavity to the other layers. The functional limitation
thus merely expresses a desideratum .

The description contains no
example of an optical cavity "comprised"” in the other layers and cannot
therefore help to identify the technical features required to attain the
desideratum and to clarify the subject matter that should be searched.
The obscurity of the subject matter encompassed by claim 23 and the lack
of support and disclosure in the description in the sense of Articles 6
and 5 PCT are such that a complete search for this claim is not
possible.

Claim 23 has been searched only to the extent that it defines
an optical device as defined in claim 1 and further comprising an optical
cavity.

Claim 24, which also depends inter alia upon independent claim 1

, Claims an optical device comprising a stack of layers (see claim 1},
wherein the stack is configured to provide a plurality of different
spectral responses to incident light in a corresponding plurality of
different regions. Similarly to claim 23, claim 24 provides no guidance
at all as regards the desired spectral responses and fails to define any
features of the layers forming the stack - either structural or
functional - which could help the reader to clearly identify the subject
matter that should be searched.

The description of figure 16 from line 3
to 11 of page 13 appears to describe an embodiment of the subject matter
defined in claim 24; however, the passage merely states that "the
different spectral responses are provided at least partly by configuring
at least a subset of the regions 80 to have different sequences of layers
(more or fewer layers andfor a different sequence of layer compositions
andfor thicknesses) and/or different thicknesses of one or more
corresponding layers (e.g. the same compositional sequence of layers but
one or more gf the layers in the sequence have different thicknesses in
different regions)". No concrete example or indication as to the number
of layers and the sequence of compositions and thicknesses is provided in
this passage; due to the vague, generic language used ("more or fewer
layers", "different sequence", "different thicknesses"), the passage
potentially encompasses a huge number of structures, which cannot be
however precisely defined. The obscurity of the subject matter
encompassed by claim 24 and the lack of support and disclosure in the
description in the sense of Articles 6 and 5 PCT are such that a complete
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

search for this claim is not possible.

In view of the statement that
each region 80 "may individually comprise any of the stacks disclosed
herein", the passage can be at least understood to suggest that the
structure of figure 16 and, by implication, the subject matter of claim
2# encompass the stacking of at least two stacks of the type defined in
claim 1.

The search for claim 24 has been therefore restricted to
optical devices comprising at least two stacks of the type defined in
claim 1 and differing by at least one optical property. The same
conclusions apply to the subject matter of claims 25 and 26, which depend
on claim 24.

Claim 27 claims a device "configured to provide a
holographic effect using the plurality of different spectral responses"
defined in claim 24. In view of the utter obscurity of claim 24, a
complete search for claim 27 is likewise impossible for the same reasons
noted above.

The description does not provide any explanation at all of
how a holographic effect could be attained "using the plurality of
different spectral response" and merely repeats the unclear wording of
the claim (page 13, lines 17-18). The achievement of a "holographic
effect" is described solely in connection with the storage of holographic
patterns in the light absorber material; however, a skilled person would
not understand the storage of patterns as relying on a spectral response
and would therefore gain no further understanding of claim 27.

For these
reasons the subject matter of claim 27 is considered to fail to comply
with the substantive provisions of Articles 6 and 5 PCT to such an extent
that no meaningful search of the claim is possible at all.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an internaticnal preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure, If the application proceeds inte the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPQ (see EPO Guidelines C-1V¥, 7.2),
should the problems which Ted to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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