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This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements and structural refinements in han 
mers, more specifically, to the provision of lock 
ing means whereby the handle and the hammer 
head may be securely held together in such 
manner, as to prevent the same from becoming 
accidentally separated. 
The principal object of the invention is to 

provide a device of the character herein de 
Scribed, in which the handle may be readily se 
cured in the head, yet in which manual adjust 
ment is necessary before the same may be 
Separated. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a locking device, so to speak, which, in addi 
tion to its use in association with a hammer, 
may also be generally employed in axes, picks 
and the like. 
An additional object of the invention is to 

provide a device which is simple in construc 
tion, Safe and dependable in operation, and 
Which can not easily become damaged. 
With the above more important objects in 

View, and such other objects as may become ap 
parent as this specification proceeds, the in 
vention consists essentially of the arrangement 
and Construction of parts as illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the invention. 
Figure 2 is a side elevation thereof. 
Figure 3 is a cross sectional view, taken in 

the plane of the line 3-3 in Figure 2. 
Figure 4 is a cross sectional view, taken in the 

plane of the line 4-4 of Figure 3. 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of one of the 

jaWS used in the invention, and 
Figure 6 is a cross sectional view, taken in the 

plane of the line 6-6 in Figure 1. 
Like characters of reference are used to desig 

nate like parts in the specification and through 
out the Several views. 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings 
in detail, the invention embodies in its con 
Struction a conventional handle and a suit 
able hammer head designated generally by the 
reference character . The head is formed 
With a bore 2 adapted to receive one end of 
the handle O. 
The sides of the head are provided. With 

recesses 3, the latter being configurated sub 
Stantially as shown and communicating with 
the bore 2. A transversely extending pivot pin 
f4 is positioned in each of the recesses 3, the 
purpose of this pin being hereinafter more fully 
Set forth. 
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2 
Each of a pair of jaws designated generally 

by the reference character 5 consists of a plate 
26, arcuated at one end thereof as shown at 1, 
whereby the jaw may be pivotally mounted on 
one of the pins 4. 
The mid-portion of the plate 6 may be re 

cessed as at 8, and the remaining end portion 
of the plate is relieved as at 9, and angulated 
to provide a pair of spaced, pointed prongs 20. 
As is best illustrated in the accompanying 

Figure 3, the jaws 5 extend in a mutually con 
vergent relationship from the pins 4 toward the 
handle receiving end of the bore 2. In other 
Words, the pointed extremities of the jaWS are 
disposed adjacent to the end of the bore into 
which the handle f is inserted during the ap 
plication thereof to the head ff. 
A plurality of wedges 2 are arranged in a 

cross shaped formation best illustrated in Fig 
ure 1, in the remaining end of the bore f2, the 
wedges 2 being formed integrally with the head 

. It will be noted that the pointed extremi 
ties of these wedges are inwardly disposed and 
are adapted to engage the end 22 of the handle 

, when the handle is inserted into the bore 2. 
It will be apparent that in this manner, that 

is, by the gripping action of the jaws 5 and the 
wedging action of the wedges 2, the handle O 
will be securely held in the head , and acci 
dental separation thereof will thus be prevented. 
The recesses 3 are formed with inclined Walls 

23 in the proximity of the prongs 20. When it 
is desirable to remove the handle from the ham 
mer head, a screw driver or a similar imple 
ment may be wedged, so to Speak, against the 
Walls 23 and engaged with the recess 9 of the 
jaws 5. It will be apparent that in this man 
ner, the jaw may be forced outwardly, that is, 
out of engagement with the handle 0, where 
upon the handle may be pushed outwardly from 
the bore 2, by means of a suitable instrument 
paSSed through the openings 24 defined by the 
Wedges 2, through which openings access may 
be had to the end 22 of the handle 0. 

It is believed that the use and advantages 
of the invention will be clearly understood from 
the foregoing disclosure and accordingly, fur 
ther description thereof at this point is con 
sidered unnecessary. 
While in the foregoing there has been shown 

and described the preferred embodiment of this 
invention it is to be understood that minor 
changes in the details of construction, combina 
tion and arrangement of the parts may be re 
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sorted to without departing from the Spirit and 
scope of the invention as claimed. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
A hammer or a like implement, comprising in 

combination, a handle and a head formed with 
a bore to receive one end of Said handle, the sides 
of said head being formed with recesses com 
municating with said bore, a transversely ex 
tending pivot pin in each of said recesses, a 
pair of jaws, each of said jaws comprising a 
plate arcuated at one end thereof for pivotal 
mounting On One of Said pins, the remaining end 
portion of said plate being relieved and angu 
lated to provide a pair of spaced, pointed prongs, 
Said jaWS extending in a convergent relation 
ship from Said pins toward the handle receiving 
end of Said bore, said prongs engaging the sides 
of Said handle, said recesses being formed with 
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inclined Walls in the proximity of said prongs, 
and a plurality of Wedges arranged in a cross 
shaped formation in the remaining end of said 
bore, said wedges being formed integrally with 
Said head and engaging the adjacent end of said 
handle. 
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