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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Witriam L. BARBER,

" a citizen of the United States, and a resident
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of Providence, in the county of Providence
and State of Rhode Island, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Envelop-
Openers, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to devices for open-
ing envelops and its object is to simplify and
improve the construction of such devices in
the manner hereinafter set forth.

The drawings which accompany and form
a part of this specification illustrate several
embodiments of my improved envelop
opener, but it will be understood that I do
not limit myself to the particular devices
shown inasmuch as many modifications may
be made therein without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a side view
of one form of my envelop opener, Fig. 2 is
an end view thereof and Fig. 3 is a central
section taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2. Tig.
4 is a side view partly in section of a modifi-
cation and Fig. 5 is an end view thereof
partly in section. Fig. 6 is a side view of a
further modification, certain parts being
shown in section, and Fig. 7 is a side view
of the device shown in Fig. 6 turned through
an angle of ninety degrees.

In the figures, A represents a casing cast
or stamped from any suitable material and
of convenient shape for handling. Asshown
in Figs. 1 to 5, the casing is semi-circular in
shape and each side thereof is provided with
a corrugated circular hole J having a radius
slightly smaller than that of the inner curved
portion of the cutters. The holes J facili-
tate the removal of the cutters and assist the
user of the device in picking the same up
from a desk or other flat surface. Secured
within said casing are two oppositely dis-
posed cutting members B each terminating
n a non-cutting point portion B’ projecting
from said casing and constructed and ar-
ranged to be inserted under the flap of an
envelop to be opened and each having a
cutting portion on its inner curved edge
as shown at B’”’. While the cutting mem-
bers may be secured to the casing in a
variety of ways, I have shown in Figs. 1 to
5 inclusive, a mode of securing said members
to the casing whereby the securing means
constitute a guide for the envelop to be
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opened when the cutter is passed under the
flap .thereof. - In Figs. 1, 2 and 3, each cut-
ting member terminates at its inner end in
an outwardly extending spring-portion B’/

which serves to press the stud D passing :

through the washer C and a cutting member
into a hole in the side of the casing. Inas-
much as the cutting members ase loosely
riveted together at E or otherwise suitably
hinged, the construction above described
permits the ready removal of the cutters
from the casing for sharpening.

In Figs. 4 and 5, the means employed for
removably securing the cutters to the casing
consist of the threaded bushing C’ which
passes through a cutter and takes the screw
F which enters said bushing from a hole in
the side of the casing.

It is obvious that the construction above
described and shown in Figs. 1 to 5, inclu-
sive, may be embodied in a variety of de-
vices, such, for example, as watch-charms,
etc., and in Figs. 6 and 7 I have shown a
modification in which the envelop-opener
may be placed on the end of a pencil T.

In Figs. 6 and 7 the cutting members B B
are suitably secured to a cap constructed to
be carried Zy the end of a pencil and a suit-
ably shaped guide C’” may be arranged be-

tween said cutting members and secured g

thereto or to the casing A’.

In using the envelop opener, the non-cut-
ting point portion B’ is inserted under the
flap of the envelop to be opened at the
corner thereof, thereby bringing the folded
portion of the paper In contact with one of
the cutting portions B’’/, and the device is
then drawn to the end of the envelop, the
members C ¢/ or C”7 serving as guides to
maintain the folded portion of the paper
in contact with the cutting edge of the de-
vice, and thereby preventing the cutting
members from entering the envelop far
enouch to cut the inclosure.

I §aim:

1. An envelop opener comprising a casing
and two oppositely disposed curved cutting
members secured therein, each cutting mem-
ber having a cutting portion on its inner
curved edge and terminating in a non-cut-
ting point portion projecting from said cas-
ing and constructed and arranged to be in-
serted under the flap of the envelop to be
opened.

9. An envelop opener comprising a casing,
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-ting portlon on its inner curved edore and
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two opp051tely dlsposed curved cuttmg mem-
bers secured therein, each cutting member
having a cutting portion on its curved nner
edge and terminating in a non- cutting point
pormon projecting from said casing and con-
structed and arranged to be inserted under |
the flap of the envelop to be opened, and a
guide associated with said cutting members.

8. An envyelop opener compnsmo a casing
and two oppositely disposed curved cuttmo
members, each cutting member having a. cut-

telmmqtmg in a non-cutting point portlon

;DI'O]eCtan from said casmw ‘md constructed

and arr‘tnoed to be inserted under the flap 15
to be opened, and means for securing sai
cutting members in said casing, said means-
forming a guide for the envelop.

In testnnon‘y whereof, T have hereunto .
subscribed my name this 6th day of Oect. 20
1908.
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e

WILLIAM L. BARBER.

Witnesses :
Horatio L. BDLLows
Groree W. Doox.




