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A staple (10) and stapler (26) for injecting the
staple (10). The staple (10) has a rectilinear bridge part
(12) from which depend oppositely positioned side
parts (16) and from the side parts (16) consist of a
proximal arcuate section (20) attached to the bridge
part (12) and an oppositely directed distal arcuate
section (22) attached to the legs (18). The legs (18)
may have sharpened points. Also disclosed is a stapler
(26) adapted to force the oppositely directed distal
arcuate sections (22) outward, in one embodiment,
thereby forcing a reaction of the legs (18) of the staple
(10) to face each other in linear alignment and form a
closed staple (10). The unpreloaded fully-formed
staple (10) may be deformed in situ by means of a
preload part on a cam slide (38) so as to create a U-
shaped central portion (60) for the compression of
captured material. Alternatively, a preformed staple
with the U-shaped central portion (60) may be used .

STAPLE, STAPLING APPARATUS, AND STAPLING METHOD
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