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to all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, REINHoLD HERMAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Craf 
ton, in the county of Allegheny and State of 

5 Pennsylvania, have invented or discovered 
certain new and useful Improvements in Dis 
tributing - Boards for Electric Circuits, of which improvements the following is a speci 
fication. " . . 

to The invention described herein relates to 
certain improvements in distributing boards 
for electric circuits, and has for its object a 
construction wherein the main and distribut 
ing wires may be readily attached to their 

T5 terminals and the distributing circuits in any 
desired number connected to the terminals of 
the main circuits by fuse strips, 

In general terms, the invention consists in 
the construction and combination, substan 

20 tially as hereinafter more fully described and 
particularly claimed. , 
In the accompanying drawings forming a 

part of this specification, Figurelisa top plan 
view of my improved distributing board, and 

25 Fig. 2 is a section of the same, the plane of sec 
tion being indicated by the linea, ac, Fig. 1. 

In the practice of my invention, the base or 
support 1 of the terminals is formed of slate, 
marble or any other suitable non-conducting 

3O material. 
The terminals A for the main circuit con 

sist of a metal socket 2 preferably formed of 
brass, having a flange or shoulder 3 at one end 
and a threaded stem 4 at its opposite end, as 
shown in Fig. 2. These sockets having the 
ends of the main wires, secured therein pref 
erably by solder, are placed in suitable open 
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ings in the base or stipport 1, the flanges or 
shoulders 3 entering countersinks around the 

4o openings in the base, thereby preventing the 
Sockets passing through the openings. 
When several circuits are to be connected 

to the main circuit, curved metal plates 5 pro-. 
vided with perforated lips 6 are placed on the 

45 upper side of the base or support, so that the 
threaded stems 4 will pass through the holes 
in the lips. The plates 5 are held in position 
on the base by nuts 7 screwing onto the 
threaded stems, as shown in Fig. 2; The plates 
5 are provided with a series of threaded holes 
for the reception of the screws 8 correspond 
ing to the number of circuits to be taken off, 

. So 

'cuit to another distributing board, terminals 
B, consisting of sockets 2 having the shoulders 
3 and threaded stems 4, nuts 7 and cap nuts 

The terminals C for the distributing wires 
may be constructed in the same manner as 
the terminals A, or may be made with solid 55 
body portions 9, having flanges or shoulders 
at one end, the opposite ends being threaded. 
When using this form of terminal the ends of 
the wires 13 for the distributing circuits are 
passed through holes formed through the base 6o 
or support adjacent to the terminals 9, so that 
they will engage notches formed in the edges 
of the holding nuts 10, as shown in Fig.2. The 
wires thus engaging the nuts 10 not only serve 
to lock the nuts, but are also held by said 65 
notches, while the ends are being bent around 
the threaded stems immediately above the 
nuts. The nuts 11 are then screwed down 
upon the bent ends of the wires, thereby 
clamping such ends tightly in position and 
forming good electrical contact therewith. 
The distributing terminals are connected with . . 
the plates 5 by means of the fusible wires 14, . 
whose ends are bent around the screws 8, be 
low their heads and around the terminals 975 just above the nuts 11, and are firmly clamped 
on the bolts by the cap nuts 12, which also 
serve to lock the nuts 11 on the terminals. 
When it is desired to continue the main cir 

15, are arranged on the base or support as in 
dicated by dotted lines in Fig.1. The termi 
nals A and B are connected by fusible wires, 85 
which are wound around the threaded stems 
above the nuts 7, and are held in position by 
the cap nuts 15. The ends of the wires form 
ing the continuation of the main circuit are 
soldered in the sockets of the terminals B, as go 
herein before-described. 

I claim herein as my invention 
1. In a distributing board for electric cir. 

cuits the combination of an insulating base 
or support, terminals provided with sockets 
for the reception of the ends of the main cir 
cuits, and with a threaded stem, metal pro 
vided with openings for the threaded stems. 
and clamped to the base or support by nuts 
screwing onto the threaded stems, a series of 
distributing terminals passing through the 
base or support, nuts screwing onto said ter 
minals and provided with notches for the re 
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ception of the distributing wires, nuts for 
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clamping said wires onto the terminals, fusi 
ble wires extending from the plates to the ter 
minals and \nuts for clamping such fusible 
wires on the terminals, substantially as set 
forth. . . m 

2. A terminal for a distributing board hav 
ing in combination a socket portion provided. 
with a shoulder or flange, a threaded stem, a 
holding nut and a lock nut fitting on the 
threaded stem, substantially as set forth. 

3. The combination of a board or support, 
a terminal having a body portion provided at 
one' end with a shoulder or flange and with a 
threaded portion at its opposite end, anotched 
nut for securing the terminal in position on 
the board, a clamping nut and a second clamp. 
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ing or locking nutscrewing onto the threaded 
portion, substantially as set forth. 

4. A terminal for a distributing board hav 
ing in combination a body portion provided at 
one end with a flange or shoulder aid threaded 
at its opposite end, in combination with a nut 
notched for the reception of a wire to be elec 
trically connected to the terminal, wihereby 
the nut may be locked on the body portion of 
the terminal, substantially as set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand. 

RENTOLD ERMAN. 
Witnesses: 

DARWIN S. WolcoTT, 
F. E. GATHER. 
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