
April 2, 1935. A, B, PFEIFER ET AL 1,996,523 
FILING EQUIPMENT 

Filed Jan. 20, 1934 

- - - - - - - - -W - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

la 

7. 
| i 

I | 

accord 2% v. 4-, 2/-, 
INVENTORS. 

29 BY 74-ror 4. 4. 
THER AT TORNEYS. 

  

    

  



5 

O 

5 

20 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

Patented Apr. 2, 1935 . . . . . 

UNITED STATES 
- 1,996,523 

FILING EQUIPMENT 
Averill B. Pfeifer and Leroy D. Mowery, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
Application January 20, 1934, Serial No. 707,532 

2 Claims. (CI. 45-2) ... 
Our invention is an improvement in filing ap 

paratus and relates more particularly to means 
whereby heavy file drawers or cases may be 
transported conveniently from one location to 
another in an office and positioned with respect 
to Stationary racks or cases. 

It is one of the objects of our invention to 
provide a truck or other ambulant means which 
is adapted to be positioned with respect to sta 
tionary racks or cases so that the transporta 
tion of file drawers, cases, sections or the like 
from One position or location to another, may 
easily and readily be accomplished. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

wide Such a device which is extremely simple in 
construction and which is so constructed that it 
may be used conveniently with file cases, drawers 
Or racks of various makes and designs. 
Other objects and advantages of our invention 

Will become more apparent from the following 
description of an embodiment thereof, refer 
ence being made to the accompanying drawing 
in which like reference characters are employed 
to designate like parts throughout. 

In the drawing, 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a device embody 

ing Our invention and illustrates the same in 
use; and 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the same and 
shows how the truck may be properly aligned 
With the table or other stationary support for 
depositing or receiving a file case, drawer, or 
the like. 
We have found that our invention is particular 

ly useful where file cases, drawers or racks are 
in constant use, such as in posting, where the 
clerk has occasion to use the bulky units one 
at a time at Some location remote from the usual 
place allotted for these units. In this connection 
it will readily be seen that considerable time, and 
effort will be saved in transporting these file units 
by means of our invention. 

Also in large offices, it is Sometimes customary 
to use a large number of filing devices such as 
cases, drawers, racks, etc., and often it is desir 
able to keep the most active files in places where 
they may be referred to and inspected constant 
ly, as distinguished from other files which are 
more or less inactive and which may be kept 
in some remote place or store room. In such in 
stances, however, each inspection of the latter re 
quires the clerk to go to the file thereby result 
ing in considerable loss of time. It often be 
comes desirable to have Such inactive files moved 
to a position close to certain active files. 

- Our invention is designed to save time and ef 
fort in handling and inspecting files of this kind 
and to render such files more easily accessible 
With respect to other files which are constantly 
used. 
In carrying out our invention, we have pro 

vided an ambulant carrier or truck supported on 
Swivelled rollers or castors 2. Preferably, the 
truck body is constructed of sheet metal and may 
be provided with shelves 3 for carrying books or 
other articles. The top portion of the body is 
provided with a pair of rails or members 4 and 5 
on which are rotatably mounted the rollers 6. 
The rollers project slightly above the top surface 
of the rails So as to engage the bottom Wall of a 
file case or drawer 7. The rollers 6 are prefer 
ably of the antifriction type to permit ease of 
sliding the case or drawer 7 on and off the car 
le. 

In further carrying out our invention, a sta 
tionary Support or table 8 is provided at a point 
where the clerk can conveniently examine the 
desired files. This table is likewise provided with 
Spaced rails 9 upon Which are mounted antifric 
tion rollers 0. The table 8 is preferably con 
structed of sufficient width as shown in Figure 2, 
to Support a number of file cases or drawers placed 
side by side, and is therefore provided with spaced 
rails and rollers at points where the cases are to 
be deposited. It will be noted that when the 
truck is backed up to the table in position to 
deposit or receive a drawer or case, the rails 4 and 
5 and the rails 0 will be in substantial alignment 
both longitudinally and vertically thus enabling 
the drawer to be shifted from one to the other 
without jarring or lifting. 
We have also provided cooperating means be 

tween the table 8 and the truck for guiding the 
latter into proper alignment with that portion of 
the table selected to receive a file. This means 
includes a pair of pointed members if carried by 
the truck body and So Spaced that their Outer 
inclined walls 2 will engage the inner inclined 
walls 3 of similar members 4 carried by the 
table 8. The guides 4 on the table may be spaced 
at intervals as shown more clearly in Figure 2. 
In this manner the truck may be positioned prop 
erly adjacent any one of the sections 5 of the 
table to receive or discharge a file drawer or case, 

It will be seen that the truck 8 is provided with 
a pair of upwardly extending flanges 6 along its 
sides. These flanges overlie the bottom portion 
of a file placed on the carrier and tend to prevent 
displacement thereof laterally. After a file case 
has been deposited on the carrier, a latch 7 
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carried at the rear may be operated by thrusting 
the bolt 8 upwardly against the rear Wall of the 
file. Thus longitudinal displacement of the file 
on the carrier in a direction away from the oper 
ator is prevented. A forward stop 9 is secured 
to the carrier as indicated to limit movement of 
the file toward the operator. 
Our invention, while extremely simple in con 

struction, is particularly adapted as-a-means for 
transporting heavy file cases to various parts of 
an office, and, as such, greatly reduces the manual 
labor and waste of time now experienced in such 
practices. 
Various changes in the details of construction 

and arrangement of parts may be made without 
departing from the spirit of our invention or the 
Scope of the appended claims. - - - 
We claim:- ... . . . . . ... - 

1. In a device of the class described a station 
ary support for filing units, the upper Surface of 
said support being divided into a plurality of file 
unit receiving sections, rollers positioned along 

1996,523 
the sides of Said Sections, a movable Support for 
transporting units to and from Said station and 
Support, and means aSSOciated With both said Sup 
ports to properly align them laterally to a desig 
nated section for delivery of a unit from one sup 
port to the other. 

2. In a device of the class described a Station 
ary Support for filing units, the upper Surface of 
said support being divided into a plurality of file 
unit receiving sections, rollers positioned along 
the sides of Said Sections, a movable Support for 
transporting units to and from said station and 
support, means associated with both said Sup 
ports to properly align them for delivery of a unit 
from one support to the other, said movable sup 
port having rollers projecting above its top sur 
face for movably supporting a file unit thereon, 
and a latch on said movable support for locking 
a unit on the same against displacement from the 
support. 

. . . ; AVERILL B. PFEIFER. 
- LEROY, D, MOWERY. 
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