
Dec. 24, 1929, W. G. HEIMERDINGER 1,741,109 
LATCH FOR PIVOTED HANDLES 

Filed Aug. 29, 1927 

NVENTOR 

WZZ/Y 4, 474% 
BY 

Jae-------6 
ATTORNEY 

  



Patented Dec. 24, 1929 

UNITED STATES 

1,741,109 

PATENT OFFICE 
WILLIAM GLOCK HEITIERDINGER, OF LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, ASSIGNOR. To W. C. 

HE INTERDINGER COMPANY, OF LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, A CORPORATION OF KEN 
TUCKY 

LATCH FOR PEWOTED HANDLES 

Application filed August 29, 1927. Serial No. 216,254. 

My invention is a latch for hand imple 
ments having oppositely movable manipulat 
ing handles, and an object thereof is to pro 
vide a latch for holding the handles in par 
allelism against relative movement when the implement is not in use, but may be readily 
released to free the handles for operation 
when desired. 

Further, the invention provides a latch for 
10 implements of the pivoted crossed handle 

type, whereby the co-acting movable parts of 
the implement are held in closed position 
when not in use, and which is operable to 
free the movable parts upon gripping the hain 

5 diles. 
With the preceding and other objects and 

advantages in mind, the invention consists in 
the novel combination of elements, construc 
tions and arrangement of parts to be herein 

20 after specifically referred to, claimed and ii 
lustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 

Figure 1 is an elevation of a pair of shears 
in position for use having my invention asso 
ciated there with: Figure 2 is a fragmentary view of the shear 
handles and latch in operative position; 

Figure 3 is a similar view illustrating the 
latch in a second operative position; 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figures 2 and 
3 illustrating the latch in inoperative posi 
tion: Figure 5 is a perspective of the latch ele 
ment removed from the shears; 

35 Figure 6 is a longitudinal sectional view 
of the same; and 

Figure it is an elevation of the blank from 
which the latch element is formed. 
To illustrate the application of the inven 
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pivoted crossed handles 6 normally urged 
apart by an expansible spring is illustrated 
in the drawing. 
A latch element 8, formed from a substan 

tially t-shaped blank of resilient metal 9 
is provided. This blank 9 is bent at right 
angles along parallel lines 10 to afford a pair 
of parallel flanges or Walls 11, while the inter 
mediate leg of the blank provides a spring 
arm 12. At its forward end the blank is 
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tion, a pair of shears 5, embodying a pair of 

formed with an extension 13, which is bent 
at right angles to lie between the walls or 
anges at One end to constitute a catch. 
ransversely aligned openings 14 are formed 

in the opposite ends of the walls or flanges 5 
which receive a pivot pin 15 passing through 
a laterally projecting ear 16 upon the inner 
ace of one of the handles 6, the ear being 
isposed between the walls or flanges as illus 
'ated in the drawing. 
As illustrated in Figure 6, the leaf spring 

extends obliquely between the flanges or 
Walls, and has its free end longitudinally 
curved as at 17, and engaged against the 
ear 16 to normally urge the latch element 65 
to a position where it extends longitudinally 
against the inner face of one of the handles 6. 

For co-operation with the latch element a 
keeper or-shaped stud 18 projects laterally 
from the inner face of the other handle 6 in 70 
transverse alignment with the ear 16. 
In normal use the latch element is swung to 

the position illustrated to engage the catch 
with the keeper or stud to hold the handles 
and blades of the shears in closed position, 
against the action of the expansible spring. 
When it is desired to use the shears, a slight 
gripping of the handles will disengage the 
keeper or stud from the catch, and permit the 
leaf spring to function to return the latch ele 
ment to the position illustrated in Figure 4. 
Should it be desired to prevent automatic dis 
engagement of the latch element, as when the 
shears are in shipment or storage, the latch 
element is swung to an angular position, 
illustrated in Figure 2, to engage a rectan 
gular opening 19 in the free end thereof 
with the keeper or stud. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In combination a pair of oppositely mov 

able handies, a keeper cariied by one of the 
handles, and a latch element pivotally mount 
ed upon the other handle and engageable with 
the keeper, the latch element consisting of a 
length of sheet metal bent into channel 
shaped formation and having an intermediate 
longitudinally curved resilient portion struck 
out therefrom and having its free end bear 
ing against one of the handle members and 100 
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normally urging the latch element to a posi 
tion to lie parallel to such handle member. 

2. In combination a pair of opposed han 
des, a T-shaped keeper projecting from the 
inner face of one of the handles, a pivoted 
latch element carried by the inner face of the 
other handle, and a leaf spring carried by the 
latch element and operable to urge the latch 
element to a position parallel to said handle 
member, the latch element having an open 
ing in one side to receive one of the branches 
of the keeper and when so engaged will neces 
sitate manual manipulation of the latch ele 
ment to free it from the keeper, the latch 
element being also engageable with the oppo 
site branch of the keeper and when engaged 
with said bi'anch the latch element will be 
automatically released from the keeper upon 
movement of the handles toward each other. 
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