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(C. 224-45) 2 Claims. 

The object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a bottle carrier of cardboard or the like, 
formed of a unitary sheet and adapted to carry 
a row of bottles at each side of a handle assembly. 
The characteristic of the invention is that at each 
end of the carrier the construction is such that 
when the end bottles are loaded two mutually 
connected flaps of peculiar form are swung down 
to serve as separation and cushioning members 
for the end bottles themselves and as shield and 
protection members for the bottles at each end of 
the carrier. A plurality of the carriers may 
therefore be shipped end to end with full protec 
tion against breakage by the contact of the end 
bottles of one carrier with the end bottles of an 
adjacent carrier; also, the bottles are better held. 
The invention will be described with reference 

to the accompanying drawings, in Which: 
Figure 1 is a plan view, partly broken away, 

illustrating the blank from which the carton is 
formed. 

Figure 2 is a view in elevation taken at the side 
of the carton or carrier, the bottles being indi 
cated by dotted lines. 

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2, but in 
end elevation. - 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the formed 
Carrier. 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary end perspective view, 
showing the bottle protecting end of the flaps 
partially moved downward relatively to the open 
ings from which they are cut. 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary horizontal section 
on the line 6-6, Figure 3, the bottles being spaced 
to a greater extent than normally, for clarity of 
illustration. 

Referring to Figure 1 of the drawings, I have 
therein shown a blank formed of a single-sheet of 
cardboard or other adaptable material. Between 
the fold lines an area is provided for the bot 
tom or base of the carrier, which bottom or base 
is generally indicated by the numeral 2. The 
base may be provided with a longitudinal fold 
line at a. At each end of the carrier is a handle 
panel 3 provided with a hand opening at 4. 
Each handle panel 3 is provided with a separa 

tion flap 3a for the center bottles, as when the 
carrier is designed for holding three bottles at 
each side of the handle panel. This separation 
flap 3ac, in each case, is taken out of the aperture 
for the center bottles. At each side of the aper 
ture an area is cut and scored to form a separa 
tion flap 5 to lie intermediate each end bottle and 
the center bottle and these flaps are adapted to 
foll On the score lines b and C. 
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Opposite each flap 5 is the end bottle separat 
ing and shield flap 6, which is cut partly from the 
end bottle receiving opening, in each case, and 
partly from the appropriate handle panel 3. The 
area cut from the handle panelis, in the embodi 
ment illustrated, a pointed member 6ac which ex 
tends beyond the main body of the flap in two 
directions. Transversely of each flap 6, the lat 
ter is preferably formed with lines of scoring d 
So that the flap may assume the curvature of a 
bottle wall. 

Intermediate the bottom 2 and the area in 
which the bottle receiving apertures are cut are 
Side walls T, and the ends of the connecting 
strips 8 between the side walls and the handle 
panel 3 are scored to permit folding in a manner 
similar to the scored line b. 

In practice the two handle panels 3 will be 
Secured to each other, as by glue or staples and 
the carrier when formed will have the appear 
ance of Figure 3, except that the end flaps 6, 6ac 
will lie in position as shown in Figure . When 
the bottles are inserted in the ends of the carrier 
they will move the end flap 6 downwardly to the 
position of Figure 4, the end flap 6 moved down 
wardly slightly as being illustrated in Figure 5. 
By reason of the scoring at d the end flaps will 
automatically conform to the shape of the bot 
tles, as indicated in Figure 6 and the flap exten 
Sion 6a will lie between the two bottles at each 
end of the carrier whereas the major area of the 
joined end flaps will lie across the outer exposed 
end bottles. 

It will be understood that various modifica 
tions may be made in the form and arrange 
ment of the elements illustrated in the drawings, 
Without departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion. Thus, it will not always be essential to 
employ the end flap extension 6ac nor their point 
ed lateral extensions or ends. 

Having described my invention, what I claim 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is as fol 
OWS: 

l. A bottle carrying carton comprising a uni 
tary sheet of foldable material having a bottom 
wall, side walls and a two-ply handle panel as 
Sembly, an area of the sheet at each side of the 
handle panel construction being cut and scored 
to provide a top portion having a central bottle 
receiving aperture and an outermost aperture at 
each side of said central aperture, outermost 
WebS in said top portion connecting the side walls 
to the handle panel assembly, each of the said 
WebS being adjacent one of said outermost aper 
tures for receiving a bottle at an end of the car 

  



2 
rier, each Web having hinged thereto at its inner 
margin on a line Substantially parallel to the edge 
of the blank a curved bottle protection flap con 
stituted in part from an area, partially cut from 
the sheet to form one of the outermost bottle re 
ceiving apertures, both of said flaps at each end 
of the carrier being SWung downwardly about 
their hinge lines toward the bottom wall in the 
erected position of the carrier and Secured to 
gether at their inner margins to form a V-shaped 
structure extending both transversely and longi 
tudinally of the carrier intermediate its side Walls 
and above its bottom wall. 
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2. A bottle carrying carton Constructed in a C 

cordance with claim 5, in which each bottle pro 
tection flap is provided with an integral pointed 
extension which extends beyond the main body of 
the fiap in two directions, which extension is cut 
out of the handle panel, the extensions of the 
flaps at each end of the carrier when erected be 
ing abutted and constituting the margins Secured 
together. 

ARTHUR, ROUS. 

  


