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(57) Abstract: A color correcting unit (43) ap-
plies a color correction, which is suited for a
printed image formed by a printing device ca-
pable of drawing with dots of a plurality of
sizes, to an original image (70), thereby acquir-
ing a color-corrected image. A halttone pro-
cessing unit (45) compares the images of indi-
vidual color components of the color-corrected
image and a plurality of threshold matrixes cor-
responding to the plural sizes of the dots, there-
by producing a halftone image. When a print-
ed matter is produced, the input of the upper-
limit density in the individual color compo-
nents of the printed image is accepted. A
threshold matrix producing unit (44) deter-
mines the maximum of the density that can be
expressed in the images of the individual color
components of the halftone image, in accor-
dance with an upper limit density, so that the
plural threshold matrixes to be used in the
halttone processing unit (45) are produced in
conformity with that maximum. Thus, the
(easy) color matching of the printed image by
changing the upper limit densities of the indi-
vidual color components can be easily realized,
even if a color shift occurs in the printing de-
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