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(57) ABSTRACT 
In a machine for stacking or destacking sacks filled with 
particulate materials, a device for handling the sacks is 
disclosed which comprises a body portion from which 
extends a platform having upper and lower surfaces 
provided by two belts placed back to back and drive 
able in opposite directions so that the outer surfaces 
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move in the same direction. When the extended edge of 
the platform is positioned between a sack of one layer 
and its underlying layer, i.e. so that the sack rests on the 
upper belt and the lower belt of the platform rests on 
the underlying layer, the platform inay be drawn into or 
out from the interface between the sack and its underly 
ing layer by driving the belts in the appropriate direc 
tions. The body portion is secured to a robot arm for 
moving and positioning the handling device, movement 
of which is preferably sychronized with movement of 
the platform into or out from the interface so as to 
minimize any sliding between the platform and the 
sacks. During automatic destacking operations, location 
of the interface between two layers of sacks may be 
facilitated by mounting the platform so that it can tilt 
slightly away from the horizontal. 
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ii. Fages Specification 

The file of this unexamined application may be inspected and 
copies thereof may be purchased (849 O.G. 1221, Apr. 9, 1968). 
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