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UNITED STATES
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LAFAYETTE A. MELBURN, OF DENVER, COLORADO.

VEHICLE-BODY.

SPROIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 401,847, dated April 23, 1889,
Application filed February 8, 1889, Serial No. 299,113, (No model)

To all whomny it may concerm:

Be it known that I, LAFAYETTE A. MEL-
BURN, of Denver, in the county of Arapahoe
and State of Colorado, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Vehicle-Bodies,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention is an improved buggy-body,
seeking to provide a simple construction of
the body, whereby to prevent the opening of
the corners, to avoid the use of plugs, &ec.,
in the outside of the panels, and to secure
the seat-posts to the panels in a novel sim-
ple manner, all of which will be described.

The invention consists in certain novel
constructions and combinations of parts, as
will be described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is & bottom plan
view, and Fig. 2 a partial top view, of the
body, the bottom being removed. Fig. 3 isa
sectional view on about line = «, Fig. 1. Tig.
4 is a detail view illustrating the ecorner
joint of the panels. Fig. 5 is a detail view
illustrating the corner portions of the sills
and panels, and Fig. 6 is a detail view illus-
trating the manner of securing the seat-posts
in position.

The side panels, A, and end panels, B, have
their meeting ends formed with dovetail
grooves @ and ribs b, fitted together and held
in engagement by pins C, passed into open-
ings or sockets formed partially in each of the
said panels A B, so the pins will serve to pre-
vent the detachment of the panels in one di-
rection, and the rib b in groove ¢ will serve
to prevent their detachment in the other di-
rection, thus serving to preserve a close neat
joint, as will be understood from Fig. 4.

The sills D are secured to the inner sides
of the panels at or mear the lower edges
thereof, being secured thereto by serews K,
passed from the inside through the sills into
the panels, and the side panels being rab-
beted at d to receive the boards which form
the bottom of the body. By passing the
screws from the inside into the panels T avoid
the use of plugs, &e., to cover the heads of
the screws, as required when the screws are
driven through the panels.

Tt will be seen that openings or recesses
are provided at ¥ between the corners of the
panels and the corners of the sills, thus pexr-
mitting the sills to swell without opening

the corners or joints of the panels. This re-
cess is preferably secured by cutting away
portions of the sills from the outer sides of
same at their ends, as will be understood from
Fig. 5. By the construction of said sills as
shown they are arranged at their ends clear
of the panels.

The seat-posts G fit in dovetail or under-
cut grooves g, formed in the inner faces of
the side panels, and thus are secured in po-
sition without the passing of screwsthrough
the panels.

By the construction of the corner joints of
the panels as described I avoid the use of
the ordinary corner-posts, which in practice
lie crosswise the grain and act in a measure
to prevent the panels from expanding or
contracting, as the posts will not shrink end-
wise, and the panels, being glued and screwed
to the posts, are very often caused to break

.or open at the screws or brads.

The securing of the sills and seat-posts as
deseribed avoids the driving of screws from
the outside through the panels and the con-
sequent use of filling-plugs, &e., to coverthe
heads of the said screws.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is—

1. A vehicle-body having its panels formed
at their meeting ends with dovetail grooves
and ribs, combined with fastening-pins en-
gaging both said panels at their juncture,
substantially as set forth.

9. A vehicle-body comprising the panels
and the sills secured thereto, the said sills
having their ends or corners separated from
the corners of the panels, substantially as
set forth.

3. The combination,in a vehicle-body, of
the panels and the sills secured thereto, a re-
cess or opening being formed between the
corners of the sills and the panels, substan-
tially as set forth.

4. A vehicle-body comprising panels, the
sills separated at their corners from the cor-
ners of the panels, and the fastening-screws
passed from the inner side through the sills
into the panels, substantially as set forth.

5. A vehicle-body having its panels pro-
vided in their inner sides with dovetail or un-
dercut grooves, and havingitsseat-posts fitted
to said grooves, substantially as set forth.
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6. The improved vehicle-body herein de- | nersidesof the panels, recesses being formed
seribed, consisting of the panels having their | between the joints of the sill and of the pan- 10
meeting ends formed with dovetail grooves els, substantially as set forth. '

and ribs, and having pins driven partially in e

5 each 0f7the panels at their joints, and such LAFAYETTE A. MELBURN.
panels having dovetail grooves fitted to re- Witnesses:
ceive the seat-posts, the seat-posts fitted in GEO. G. MCCARTNEY,

said grooves, and the sills secured to the in- Wn. G. Evans.




