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This invention relates to playing balls, and more par-
ticularly to means for temporarily holding the same prior
to their use.

Although the device of the present invention may have
other applications and should not be limited to that spe-
cifically described herein, it has been found especially use-
ful as an aid to batting practice for the game of baseball.

In the past, it has been common in batting practice for
a batter to grasp a ball, to throw it into the air a short
distance, and then quickly to grasp a bat with both hands
and hit the ball. The throwing of the ball thus interferes
with the actual batting practice sought for.

The above-described and other disadvantages of the
prior art are overcome by providing a hollow bat having
an opening thereinto and a ball magazine inside the
bat to supply balls to the opening in the bat.

In this case, one ball at a time may be ejected from the
bat opening by holding the opening uppermost and swing-
ing the bat in an upwardly direction. Thus, both hands
may be employedto grip the bat at the inner end thereof all
the time the bat is being used. This means that the dis-
turbing requirement cf the prior art in requiring a batter to
grasp a bat quickly after he has thrown a ball into the air
is obviated. Interference with batting practice is thus
avoided.

It is an outstanding advantage of the present invention
that a hollow bat is employed. The inertia of the bat thus
does not impair the necessary back swing required after
a ball has been ejected from a bat opening.

The above-described and other advantages of the present
invention will be better undersiood from the following
description when considered in connection with the ac-
companying drawings.

In the drawings which are to be regarded as merely
illustrative:

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a bat constructed
in accordance with the embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the bat shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a prespective view of a portion of a device
employed inside the bat shown in FIGS. 1 and 2; and

FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view of the bat taken
on the line 4—4 shown in FIG. 2.

In the drawing in FIG. 1, a bat 18 is shown having a
convex outer end 11 and a conventional handle or shank
portion 12 with a conventional enlargement 13 thereon.
Bat 1¢ is hollow and is provided with an opening 14 as
shown in both FIGS. 1 and 2. Bat 1§ may be made en-
tirely of a conventional plastic material, as is conventional.
Other than opening 14 and an insert 15 shown in FIG, 3,
bat 10 may be entirely conventional.

Insert 15 is fixed to a portion 26 of the approximately
cylindrical internal surface of bat 10. As shown in FIG.
3, insert 15 is provided with a rectangular framework 17.
a projection 18 is fixed to its rearward end. Another
projection 19 is fixed to its forward end. An inclined
tongue 2@ is fixed to projection 1% and extends forwardly
thereof toward outer end 11 of bat 1¢. The enlargement
upon the end of bat 1% opposite outer end 11 may be de-
scribed as an inner end 13.

Insert 15 may be fabricated independently of or in-
tegrally with bat 1%. Insert 15 may also be made of a
plastic material.

Projection 18, as shown in FIG. 4, provides stop means
for a ball indizated at B1. The upper edge 21 of projec-
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tion 18 is spaced a distance from the lower edge 22 of
bat 18 less than the diameter of ball Bl to prevent the
bail Bt from rolling past opening 14. Projection 19
helds ball B1 in position in opening 14. Inclined tongue
2§ provides means by which a ball may more easily roll
to the position of ball Bl as indicated in dotted lines at
B2. Note will be taken from the relative dimension of
ball B1 and bat 19, shown in the drawing, that several
balls, for example at B3 and B4, may be employed in bat
16 and may extend from the position of hole 14 to the
outer end 11 of bat 10.

Note will also be taken that the length of hole 14 may
be less than twice the diameter of balls B to prevent more
than one ball B from escaping from hole 14 at one time.
However, if bat 18 is initially held in an inclined position
downwardly from its inner end, centrifugal force generally
will keep balls B3 and B4 from escaping from hole 14
when ball Bl is ejected therefrom from the position shown
in FIG. 4.

From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that a batter
may hold bat 18 in a horizontal position with hole 14 posi-
tioned as shown in FIG. 1. Bat 18 may be inclined down-
wardly from inner end 13 to a slight extent such that ball
B1 will not roil off of projections 18 and 19. Bat 16 may
then be swung upwardly and ball Bl ejected from hole
14 whiie centrifugal force holds balls B3 and B4 against
outer end 11 of bat 1§. Ball B1 may then be hit by
the same bat 18.

Note will be taken that it is an advantage of the present
invention that centrifugal force holds balls B in the maga-
zine from the left edge of hole 14 to outer bat end 11
when bat 16 is swung.

In accordance with the foregoing, the prior art inter-
ference of throwing a ball during batting practice is obvi-
ated in that both hands may be kept on bat i¢ while ball
B1 is ejected from hole i4.

Further, inclined tongue 26 keeps balls B3 and B4 away
from bail B1 when it is being ejected from hole 14.

Although only one specific embodiment of the present
invention has been described and illustrated herein, many
changes and modifications will of course suggest them-
selves to those skilled in the art. This single embodiment
has been selected for this disclosure for the purpose of
illustration cnly. The present invention should therefore
not be limited to the embodiment so selected, the true
scope of the invention being defined only in the appended
ciaims.

What is claimed is:

1. #n a combined bat and ball magazine, the combina-
tion comprising: a baseball type bat including a straight,
elongated tube-like body having a hollow interior, said
body having a portion of a smaller diameter which may

¢ grasped with the hands and a butt of a larger diameter,
said body having first and second ends, said second body
end being at the position of one end of said butt, the said
end of said butt being closed to prevent any balls inside
of said bat from escaping thereat; a plurality of balls roll-
able in said bat butt, said body having a hole extending
transversely therethrough throughout a predetermined
arcuate portion therearound at an axial position there-
along spaced a distance from said second end thereof,
said hole having a size to permit only one of said balls at
a time to be ejected upwardly out of said hollow interior
of said body when said body is flipped upwardly with
said hole uppermest, said body hollow interior extend-
ing from said hole toward said second body end a dis-
tance sufficiently great to prevent the escape of one bail
therein when another ball is being ejected from the hoi-
low interior of said body through said hole; and means
fixed within said bat to hold a ball in longitudinal rsgis-
try with said hole.
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2. In a combined bat and ball magazine, the combina-
tion comprising: a baseball type bat including a straight,
elongated tube-like btody having a hoilow interior, said
body having a porticn of a smaller diameter which may
be grasped with the hands and a butt of a larger diameter,
said body having first and second ends, said second body
end being at the position of one end of said butt, the said
end of said butt being closed to prevent any balls inside of
said bat from escaping thereat; a plurality of balls roli-
able in said bat butt, said body having a hole extending
transversely therethrough throughout a predetermined
arcuate portion therearound at an axial position there-
along spaced a distance from said second end thereof, said
hole having a size to permit only one of said balls at a
time to be ejected upwardly out of said holiow interior of
said body when said body is flipped upwardly with said
hole uppermost, said body hoilow interior extending from
said hole toward said cecond body end a distance suffi-
ciently great to prevent the escape of one ball therein
when another ball is being ejected from the hollow in-
terior of said body through said hole, said body having a
construction to provide stop means at one axial extremity
of said hole spaced farther from said sscond body end
than the other axial extremity thereof, said stop means
being arranged to contact a ball to prevent the same from
rolling past said cne axial hole extremity in the direction
of said first body end thereof; and a projection fixed
'within said bat spaced from said stop means and extend-
ing transversely of said bat toward said hole from an
‘arcuate position arcund the interior of said bat opposite
'said predetermined arcuate portion to prevent movement
of a ball from a position between said projection and
said stop means toward the said end of said butt.

3. In a combined bat and ball magazine, the combina-
tion comprising: a baseball type bat including a straight,
elongated tube-like body having a hollow interior, said
body having a portion of a smaller diameter which may
be grasped with the hands and a butt of a larger diameter,
said body having first and second ends, said second body
end being at the position of one end of said butt, the said
end of said butt being closed to prevent any balls inside of
said bat from escaping thereat; a plurality of balls roilable
in said bat butt, said body having a hole extending trans-
versely therethrough throughout a predetermined arcuate
portion therearound at an axial position therealong spaced
a distance from said second end thereof, said hole having
a size to permit only one of said balls at a time to be
ejected upwardiy out of said hollow interior of said body
when said body is flipped upwardly with said hole upper-
most, said body hollow interior extending from said hols
toward said second body end a distance sufficiently great
to prevent the escape of one ball therein when another
ball is being ejected from the hollow interior of said body
through said hole, said body having a construction to
provide stop means at one axial extremity of said hole
spaced farther from said second body end than the other
axial extremity thereof, said stop means being arranged
to contact a ball to prevent the same from rolling past
said one axial hole extremity in the direction of said first
body end therefrom; and means fixed within said bat to
hold a ball in transverse registry with said hole.

4. In a combined bat and ball magazine, the combina-
tion comprising: a baseball type bat including a straight,
elongated tube-like body having a hollow interior, said
body having a portion of a smaller diameter which may
be grasped with the hands and a butt of a larger diameter,
said body having first and second ends, said second body
«end being at the position of one end of said butt, the said
end of said butt being closed to prevent any balls inside of
said bat from escaping thereat; a plurality of balls roll-
able in said bat butt, said body having a hole extending
transversely therethrough throughout a predetermined
arcuate portion therearound at an axial position there-
along spaced a distance from said second end thereof,
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said hole having a size to permit only one of said balls at
a time to be ejected upwardly out of said holiow interior
of said body when said body is flipped upwardly with said
hole uppermost, said body hollow interior extending from
said hole toward said second body end a distance suffi-
ciently great to prevent the escape of one ball therein
when another ball is being ejected from the hollow in-
tericr of said body through said hole, said body having
a comstruction to provide stop means at one axial ex-
tremity of said hole spaced farther from said second body
end than the other axial extremity thereof, said stop
means being arranged to contact a ball to prevent the same
from rolling past said cone axial hole extremity in the
direction .of said first body end therefrom, a projection
fixed within said bat spaced from said stop means and
extending transversely of said bat toward said hole from
an arcuate position round the interior of said bat opposite
said predetermined arcuate portion to prevent movement
of a ball frem a position between said projection and said
stop mesans toward the said end of said butt; and means
fixed within said bat to hold a ball in transverse registry
with said hole.

5. In a combined bat and ball magazine, the combina-
tion comprising: a baseball type bat including a straight,
elongated tube-like body having a hollow interior, said
bedy having a portion of a smaller diameter which may be
grasped with the hands and a butt of a larger diameter,
said body having first and second ends, said second body
end being at the position of one end of said butt, the said
end of said butt being closed to prevent any balls inside
of said bat from escaping thereat; a plurality of balls
rollable in said bat butt, said body having a hole extend-
ing transversely therethrough throughout a predetsrmined
arcuate portion therearound at an axial position there-
along spaced a distance from said second end thereof,
said hole having a size to permit only one of said balls at
a time to be ejected upwardly out of said hollow interior
of said body when said body is flipped upwardly with said
hole uppermost, said body hollow interior extending from
said hole toward said second body end a distance suffi-
ciently great to prevent the escape of one ball therein
when another ball is being ejected from the hollow in-
terior of said body through said hole; and a pair of spaced
longitudinal projections fixed relative to and extending
into the interior of said bat at an arcuate position opposite
said predetermined arcuate portion to hold a ball in trans-
verse registry with said hole.

6. In a combined bat and ball magazine, the combina-
tion comprising: a bat including an elongated tube-like
body having a peripheral wall defining a hollow interior,
said body having first and second ends; a plurality of balls
rollable in said hollow bat interior, said body having a
hole extending transversely through said peripheral wall
throughout a predetermined arcuate portion therearound
at an intermediate axial position along said body spaced
from said first and second body ends, said body being
hollow from the axial position of said hole to an axial
position between said second body end and said hole, said
second body end being closed to prevent any balls in-
side said body from escaping out of said second body end,
said hole having a size to permit only one of said balls
at a time to be ejected upwardly out of said hollow in-
terior of said body when said body is fipped upwardly
with said hole uppermost, said body hollow interior ex-
tending from said second body end a distance sufficiently
great to prevent the escape of one ball therein when
ancther ball is being ejected from the hollow interior of
said body through said hole; and means fixed with
said body to hold a ball in longitudinal registry with said
hole.
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