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- To all whom it may concern.

Be ‘it known that we, Cmarues R. Mes-
rox and Herserr 1. FincH, citizens of the
United Stites, residing in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, have invented a certain new and use-
ful. Improvement in Flectric-Switch-Oper-
ating Rods, of which the following is a full,
clear, and -exact description, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to- which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being liad to the accompanying drawings,
forming part of thisspecification, in which—

Figure 1 is a general view of our im-
proved device-as applied to a ceiling fan.
TFigs. 2,3 and 4 are detail views.

This invention relates to a new and useful
improvement i
cially in connection with a switch in an elec-
trie cireuit. ] .

The improvement has been shown and
will be described in connection with a ceil-~
ing fan to which use it is- especially adapt-
od. It will be obvious, however, that it may
be used in various other connections. In
the type of fan which has been llustrated,
and which is mounted on the ceiling of a
room the switch connection for the purpose
of controlling the current applied to the fan
is usually at such a distance from the floor
of the room that it is not easily accessible.

The object of our invention Is to substi-
tute for the ordinary smap button used
in connection with the common type of

_switches, an extensible rod which may be

easily reached from the floor.

With this object in view the invention
consists in the construction, arrangement
and combination of the several parts, ‘all
of which will be hereinafter described and
afterward pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings 1 indicates generally the
standard form of ceiling fan with the usual
type of blades, and in this. instance illus-
trated in combination with an electric chan-
delier 2. ' '

3 denotes generally the switch for con-
trolling the carrent applied to the fan, and
which may be adjusted to regulate the speed
of the fan, and to also cut off the current
entirely., - _

4 is the usual sheet metal casing sur-
rounding the switch 8; and having an open-

ing 5 in the bottom through which the rod |
6, for turning the switch, may be passed. '

Specification of Létters Patent.  Patented Aug. 15
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n a rod to be used most espe- -

, 1911,

This cover 4 is loosely applied to the switch,
and is held in place by means of a device
connected to the rod 6 to be described.. . '
~ The rod 6 is formed in sections having
serew ends 7, which are connected together
by the ordinary type of screw sleeve 8. At
one end of the rod is applied the knob or
_handle 9, preferably of. insulated material,
which has a stud portion 10 screwed there-
in, and is in turn screwed upon one of the
threaded pottions of the rod 6. At the other
end of the rod 6 is screwed a sleeve portion
11 which is internally threaded at both ends
12 and 13, and has at the bottom edge there-
of an enlarged ‘portion 14.

Surrounding the sleeve portion 11-7is a
second sleeve 15, which is made of sheet
metal, and has the end thereof bent around
the enlarged portion 14 to form a stop so
that the parts 11 and 15 are connected even
when disconnected from the rod 6 and the
switch. The other end of the sleeve 15 is
bent and embedded in a sliding collar 16
slidably mounted on the main portion- of
the sleeve 11. The bent end of sleeve 15 is
formed larger than the end of rod 6 to be
independently slidable thereon. '

‘Fxtending between the enlarged portion
14 and the collar 16 is an extensible spiral
spring 17 which tends to hold the collar up.
The end of the rod section 6 which is con-
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nected to the slesve 11 is formed with a’

shoulder 18 of sufficient distance from the
end of the sleeve 11 to allow play of the
sleeve 15 which may be pulled down against
the action of the spring 17 to seat itself
against the shoulder 18.

The end 13 of the sleeve 11 is screwed on
the ordinary screw plug of the electric
switeh connected with the fan 1, and the
sliding collar 16 is by means of the spring
17 kept in contact,with the switch cover 4,
and holds the cover up in
lower portion of the chandelier. .

We are aware that minor changes may be
made in the construction, arrangement and
combination of the various pdrts of our im-
proved device withoub in. the least depart-
inig from the nature and principle of our in-
vention, the scope of which is indicated by
the accompanying claims. - :

We claim: o L

1. An electric switchi operating rod having

"a sleeve screwed thercon at one end being
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2

threaded at its opposite end to engage a

switch spindle, a collar slidably mounted on
the sleeve, and a spring surrounding the
sleeve and engaged between a portion thereof
and the collar. .

2. The herein described electric switch op-

. erating rod, comprising a sectional rod,

.10

. screwed onto the upper end of the rod, and-

15

means for detachably connecting the va-
rious sections composing the rod, an insu-
lIated- handle detachably connected to the
lower end of the sectional rod, a sleeve

which sleeve is threaded to engage an elec-
tric switch spindle, a collar loosely mounted
on the sleeve, and a spring surrounding the
sleeve and bearing against a portion thereof,
and against said collar. o

3. In a device of the class described, the
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combination with a sectional rod, of a con-
nection between said rod, and an electric
switch spindle, which connection comprises,
a sleeve threaded onto one end of the rod,
which sleeve is threaded and adapted to re-
ceive a threaded switch spindle, a collar
loosely mounted on said sleeve, and a spring
surrounding the sleeve, and bearing against

a portion thereof and against said collar. -

- In testimony whereof, we have hereunto
affixed our signatures in the presence of two
witnesses, this 1st day of July, 1910.:

CHARLES R. MESTON.
HERBERT 1. FINCH.

‘Witnesses:
M. P. SvrirH,-
Arna GEBHART.
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