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(57) Abstract: CATHETER WITH ADJUSTABLE COLUMN STABILITY AND METHODS FOR ITS USE ABSTRACT OF
THE DISCLOSURE The catheter includes an inner column and an outer elastic member. The inner column is bendable wherein
the column strength and flexibility of the inner column are adjusted by axially tensioning the outer elastic member. The inner col-
umn comprises a helical spring, slotted or slit tube, or individual links that, when axially compressed by advancement forces or by
tensioning an elastic outer sheath, assume a straight or other pre-determined geometry. The column strength and flexibility of the
catheter may be adjusted during introduction of the catheter into a body lumen as necessitated by the conditions encountered, as well

as made highly flexible when left in position.
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