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UNITED STATES
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JAMES LUTHER KERSTETTER, OF BRADFORD, PENNSYLVANTA, ASSIGNOR
TO THERMAL FOOT BATH COMPANY, OF BRADFORD, PENNSYLVANIA,

CFOOT-EBAYTH.

SPECI¥FICATION forming part of Letters Patent Wo. 794,026, dated July 4, 1905,
Application filed January 26, 1905, Serial Wo, 242,728,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jayes Lourner er-
STETTER, & citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Bradford, in the county of McKean and

5 Btate of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Foot-Bath, of which the following
is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
foot-baths.

ro'  The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of foot-bath appa-
ratus and to provide a simple, inexpensive,
and efficient device designed, primarily, ftor
treating feet for various allments—such as

15 rheumatism, gout, and the like—and adapted
to afford dry, wet, and vapor baths and capa-
ble of enabling medicated vapor to be ap-
plied to the feet of a person while the pores
are open and not filled with water.

20 A further objectof the invention is to pro-
vide an apparatus of this character which
will enable the heat to be readily -controlled
and to be entirely removed temporarily or
-permanently without necessitating the re-

25 moval of the feet of the bather from the ap-
paratus.

- Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an oscillatory tub or receptacle adapted
to be rocked by the feet of the bather to agi-

30 tate the water and throw the same back and
forth over the feet and provided with an au-
tomatically-oscillating heating device adapted
to oscillate with the tub or receptacle to keep
the heat beneath the volume of liquid within

35 the fub or receptacle and to distribute the
heat uniformly over the bottom of the latter
and to increase the flame and the consequent
heating power of the heating device.

The invention also has for its object to pro-

40 vide a foot-bath apparatus adapted to be com-
pactly arranged for shipping or storing.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination and arrangement of parts

45 hereinatter fully described, illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, and pointed out in
the claims hereto appended, it being under-
stood that various changes in the form, pro-

portion, size, and minor details of construc-
tion within the scope of the claims may be 50
resorted to without departing from the spirit

or sacrificing any of the advantages of the
invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a foot-bath apparatus constructed in 53
accordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a
longitudinal sectional view. Tig. 8isa trans-
verse sectional view. Iig. 4 isa reverse plan
view of a portion of the top of the oscillatory
tub or receptacle, illustrating the arrange- 6o
ment of the recesses which form leg-receiving
openings.

Like numerals of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. : 63

1 designates an oscillatory tub or receptacle
constructed, preferably, of sheet metal and
provided at its bottom with transversely-dis-
posed sockets 2, arranged near the front and
back of the tub or receptacle at each side 7o
thereof and detachably receiving rockers 3.
The rockers, which are designed to beremoved
and placed within the tub or receptacle when
it is desired to ship or store the same, are con-
structed of rod metal and consist of curved 75
bottem portions and upwardly-extending end
portions, which are provided at their tops
with horizontally-projecting arms 4 for en-
gaging the sockets 2. The sockets, which
may be of any desired construction, are pref- 8o
erably formed by plates bent between their
ends to provide the sockets and secured at
their end portions to the bottom by any suit-
able means. ‘

The sides of the tub or receptacle are pref- 85
erably tapered toward the front of the appa-
ratus, the front wall being shorter than the
rear wall. The top of the tub or receptacle
is formed by a hinged front section or lid 5
and a rigid rear section 6, provided at their 9o
adjacent edges with opposite approximately
semicircular recesses T and 8, forming a pair
of substantially elliptical leg-receiving open-
ings. Therear section is secured within the
receptacle at the upper edges of the side and g5
back walls by screws or other suitable fasten-
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ing devices, and the lid or front section is
pivoted to the sides near its front end by op-
posite screws 9 or other suitable fastening
devices. The hinged section or lid is pro-
vided at opposite sides near its rear end with
substantially L-shaped plates 10, having de-
pending outer portions arranged to engage
the sides of the tub or receptacle for limiting
the downward movement of the said lid or sec-
tion 5. The upper face of the rear section 6
and the upper face of the rear portion of the
lid 5 are covered with strips or pieces 11 and
12 of fabric or other flexible material, which
extend over the said recesses and which are
provided at their adjacent transverse edges
with hems or casings 13 and 14, having elas-
tic strips or cords adapted to yieldably and
automatically engage the legs of the bather,
whereby the fabric is held closely around the
same to prevent the liquid contents of the tub
or receptacle from splashing out when the
apparatus is rocked or oscillated.

Within the tub or receptacle is arranged a
foot-support 15, consisting of transverseslats
16, suitably secured to side bars 17 and re-
ceiving a removable sheet-metal plate or false
bottom 18. The sheet-metal plate or false
bottom is adapted to shield the feet of the
bather from the direct heat generated by a
heating device 19, and it serves to distribute
or diffuse the heat throughout the tub or re-
ceptacle. The false bottom may be removed,
if desired.

The apparatus is designed for dry, wet, and
vapor baths, which may be medicated or other-
wise, and the heating device preferably con-
sists of an alcohol-burner mounted on an os-
cillatory support 20, consisting of a horizon-
tal pivotal portion 20" and a depending sub-
stantially L-shaped portion extending down-
ward from one side of the tub or receptacle
and inward beneath the same, as clearly shown
inFig. 8of thedrawings. Theoscillatory sup-
port is provided at the inner side of the trans-
verse pivot with an upwardly-extending arm
91, terminating in a grip or handle 22, adapt-
ed to be grasped by the operator for oscillat-
ing the heating device independently of the
tub or receptacle or for removing the heating
device from the apparatus. The tub or re-
ceptacle is provided with a bearing 23, con-
sisting of a pair of spring-jaws for yieldably
holding the pivot20® The pivot 20" is adapt-
ed to be readily placed in and removed from
the bearing 23 and is provided adjacent to
the same with an annular flange 24, extend-
ing into a groove or recess 25, whereby the
pivot is held against movement laterally of
the apparatus. The top of the tub or recep-
tacle is also provided near the outer portion
of the pivot 20* with a stop 26, located at the
lower or front side of the pivot. When the
tub or receptacle is oscillated, the heating de-
vice will be automatically oscillated, and if
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the tub or receptacle be tilted forwardly the
heating device will swing forwardly and will
be beneath the greater portion of the liquid
contents of the apparatus. This will protect
the feet of the bather and will insure a uni-
form heating of the tub or receptacle. Fur-
thermore, the oscillation of the heating de-
vice will increase the size of the flame, and
consequently the heating power of the said de-
vice. The heating device may be placed with-
in the tub or receptacle to arrange it out of
the way when the apparatus is to be stored or
shipped. »

The rear wall of the tub or receptacle is
provided with an opening, and it hasa flange
97 projecting outwardly therefrom and re-
ceiving a removable cover 28, adapted to be
talen off to permit the arm to be placed with-
in the tub or receptacle for treatment.

When the 1id or hinged section is raised,
the feet may be readily placed within the tub
or receptacle, and when the lid is closed the
separable pieces of flexible material will be
drawn tightly around the legs to prevent the
water from splashing out.

When the apparatus is employed for medi-
cated-vapor baths, the foot-support will hold
the feet out of contact with the liquid, so that
the pores of the skin will not be submerged
and closed by the liguid, but will be open to
receive the medicated vapor. Also in using
the apparatus for vapor-baths the heating de-
vice may be oscillated by the bather to bring
the heat directly beneath any portion of the
feet.

When the lid or hinged section is closed on
the legs of the bather, the separable pieces of
flexible material will be drawn tightly around
the legs to prevent the water splashing out.
While the flexible pieces will prevent any wa-
ter splashing out of the tub or receptacle, the
flexible pieces are designed mainly for the
purpose of retaining the heat and vapor gen-
erated while the legs are in the bath. Fur-
thermore, the temperature of the foot-bath
increases instead of decreasing, as with the
ordinary foot-bath, and the heat is entirely
in the control of the bather.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. Anapparatusofthe classdescribed, com-
prising a receptacle having a sectional top pro-
vided with opposite recesses forming inde-
pendent leg-receiving apertures, separable
pieces of material mounted on the sections of
the top and extending over the leg-receiving
openings for retaining heat and vapor within
the receptacle and provided at their adjacent
edges with elastic strips arranged to auto-
matically and yieldably clamp the flexible ma-
terial around the legs of a bather.

9. Anapparatusof the class described, com-
prising a receptacle having a sectional top pro-
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vided with opposite recesses forming inde-
pendent leg - receiving apertures, separable
pieces of flexible material covering the re-
cesses for retaining heat and vapor within
the receptacle and having straight contiguous
edges provided with elastic strips arranged to
automatically stretch and clamp the flexible
material around the legs of a bather.

3. Anapparatus of the class deseribed, com-
prising a movable receptacle, and an inde-
pendently-movable heating device actuated by
the movement of the receptacle.

4. Anapparatusof the class described, com-
prising an oscillatory tub or receptacle, and an
oscillatory heating device extended from the
tub or receptacle and arranged to be actu-
ated by the same and also movable independ-
ently thereof.

5. Anapparatusof the classdeseribed, com-
prising an oscillatory tub or receptacle pro-
vided with rockers, an oscillatory support pro-
vided with a transverse pivot mounted on the
tub or receptacle, and a heating device car-
ried by the oscillatory support.

6. Anapparatusof the class deseribed, com-
prising an oscillatory tub or receptacle, rock-
ers consisting of bottom portions and termi-
nal arms secured to the receptacle, an oscilla-
tory support mounted on the receptacle and
extending downward at one side of the same
and through the adjacent rocker, and a heat-
ing device carried by the oscillatory support.

7. Anapparatusof the class described, com-
prising an oscillatory tub or receptacle pro-
vided with removable rockers, and an oscilla-
tory support detachably mounted on the tub
or receptacle and provided with a heating de-
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vice, said support and rockers being arranged
to be placed within the receptacle when not
in use.

8. Anapparatusof theclass described, com-
prising an oscillatory receptacle consisting of
an oscillatory support comprising a transverse
pivot arranged upon the receptacle, a sub-
stantially L-shaped portion depending from
the outer end of the pivot and extending be-
neath the receptacle, and a handle extending
from the inner end of the pivot, and a heat-
ing device carried by the said I.-shaped por-
tion.

9. Inanapparatus of the class described, the
combination of an oscillatory receptacle pro-
vided at the top with an open resilient hear-
ing and having a recess, and an oscillatory
support carrying a heating device and pro-
vided with a pivot, said pivot being ar anged
within the said bearing and having a Hange
projecting into the recess.

10. A foot-bath apparatus, comprising an

oscillatory tub or receptacle provided with de-

pending rockers, and a heating device ar-
ranged beneath the tub or receptacle between
the rockers and having a rod extending out-
wardly and upwardly and provided with a
handle portion arranged within reach of the
bather.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES TUTHER KERSTETTER.

Witnesses:

Epwarp C. Cuareronw,
L. W. Oaxxs.
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