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Patented June 21, 1949 2,474,168 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,474,168 

CGARETTE OR LIKE HOLDER AND 
OSPENSER, 

Murray H. Sacher, Staten Island, N.Y., and 
Carmine J. Gentile, Waterbury, Conn. 

Application August 5, 1948, Seria No. 42,604 
(C1, 312-97.1) 4 Claims. 

Our present invention relates to a cigarette Or 
like holder and dispenser and this application is 
filed in place of our abandoned application, Se 
rial No. 611,160, filed August 17, 1945. 
The object of this invention is to provide such 

a holder of a simple construction and containing 
easily operated and reliable mechanism to eject 
individual cigarettes into a handy position from 
which they may be conveniently picked up. 
An additional object of our invention is to pro 

vide a cigarette holder and dispenser which is 
capable of assuming a variety of attractive and 
desirable forms, has a simple and sturdy con 
struction adapted to economical manufacture, is 
easily loaded with the contents of a package of 
cigarettes, retains them in a fresh and clean posi 
tion, and delivers them individually without in 
jury. 
In accordance with our invention, we provide a, 

cigarette holder and dispenser consisting of a 
cylindrical housing in which is mounted a rotor 
having a knob. The periphery of the rotor is 
formed with a plurality of cigarette-receiving 
channels, closed at their lower ends and disposed 
in parallel with the axis of the rotor. The rotor 
fits the chamber Snugly enough so that cigarettes 
are retained in their channels by the housing 
which has a discharge port with which the chan 
nels successively register as the rotor is turned. 
We attach to the rotor a plurality of Springs, each 3 
of which extends into One of the channels to urge 
a cigarette therein against the housing until the 
discharge port is reached and then to eject it 
therethrough. 
We close the upper end of the housing by a 

cover which is apertured to receive the knob and, 
in practise, the housing has flanges laterally of 
its port and the cover has a downturned flange 
to fit over the upper end of the housing and re 
cessed to straddle the port flanges thereby to be 
held against rotation. 
In the accompanying drawings, we have shown 

an illustrative embodiment of our invention from 
which these and other novel features and advan 
tages will be readily apparent. In the drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a front view of a dispenser in accord 
ance with our invention. 

Fig. 2 is a section along the lines 2-2 of Fig. 1, 
and 

Fig. 3 is a section along the lines 3-3 of Fig. 2. 
The embodiment of our cigarette holder and 

dispenser shown in the drawings has a cylindrical 
housing 5 mounted on a base 6 and having a verti 
cally disposed discharge port 7 which is laterally 
flanged as at 8. The housing 5 is closed at its 
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upper end by a removable cover 9, the depending 
flange of which engages the upper end of the 
housing 6 and is cut away at to straddle the 
port flanges 8 thereby to prevent the cover 9 from 
turning relative to the housing 5. 
The base 6 has a centrally disposed seat 2 on 

its upper Surface to receive the hub f3 of the rotor 
fá and to define an annular recess 5 with the 
marginal rim 6 which receives and supports the 
lower end of the housing 5. The lower surface of 
the base 6 is recessed at 7 so that the connecting 
element 8 shown as a screw threaded into the 
rotor hub 3 is countersunk. 
We provide the upper end of the rotor 4 With 

a knob 8 the lower part 20 of which is of slightly 
increased diameter and which is preferably sur 
rounded by a recess for a pad 2 adapted to retain 
moisture to assist in maintaining the cigarettes 
23 in good condition. We form the rotor 4 With 
a plurality of channels 23 extending from its 
Upper end and closed at their bottom end as at 
24. The rotor A is dimensioned to fit within the 
housing 5 so that, in the assembled device, cig 
arettes inserted into the channels 23 are held 
therein against the action of the ejecting springs 
25. An ejecting spring 25 is attached to the rotor 

adjacent the upper end of each of the chan 
nels 23 and extends downwardly therein to be 
tensioned by a cigarette 22 seated in that chan 
nel So that when that channel is in registry with 
the discharge port , it will positively eject the 
cigarette therethrough. As shown in Figs. 2 and 
3, each spring 25 may conveniently be made from 
thin flat stock and preferably engages the upper 
part of the cigarette so that it will be toppled 
from the dispenser. Each spring 25 is so formed 
that, when untensioned, it does not engage the 
housing 5 as will be apparent from Fig. 2. 
In practise, We prefer to form the rotor 4 

with twenty-one channels 23 in order that our 
device may hold the entire contents of a conven 
tional cigarette package and permit an empty 
channel to be in registry With the discharge 
port 7. 
The cover 9 has a centrally disposed aperture 

26 dimensioned to receive freely the knob i. 9 but 
to have a tight fit with the knob portion. 20. We 
may form the cover 9 so that the aperture 26 is 
defined by the annular flange 27 and so that it 
has a Second annular flange 28 disposed to overlie 
the upper extrenities of the channels 23 to en 
Sure that when the cover 9 is seated on the hous 
ing 3, the cigarettes are uniformly seated. As is 
shown in Fig. 2, the annular flange 28 is disposed 
so that it does not block communication between 
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the inner extremities of the channels 23 and the 
annular chamber 29 in which the pad 2 is ex 
posed. 
By turning the rotor IT slightly to bring a chan 

nel 23 with a cigarette therein in registry with the 
discharge port T, the spring 25 of that channel 
becomes operative to eject the cigarette there 
through. 
We find it preferable to employ a detent-so-that 

the registry of the channels successively with the 10 
discharge port is ensured as the rotor 4 is turned 
and to prevent the rotor 4 from being turned 
except in one direction. Such detent means,ass 
shown in Fig. 2, may conveniently consist of pins 
30 extending downwardly from the bottom of the 15 
rotor 4 for successive engagement with ther 
yieldable stop 3 on the base 6. 
From the foregoing, it will be apparent that 

cigarette holders and dispensers in a ceordance 
with our invention are of simple construction, at- 20 
tractive in appearance, and reliable in operation. 
What we therefore claim; and desire to: Secure: 

by Letters Patent is: 
A. cigarette or like holder and dispenser, 

comprising a housing: ha-Vingar cylindrical chain- 25 
ber, a base attached to Saids housing, a rotor 
mounted in said:chamber and having its periph 
ery, formed with a plurality of cigarette receiving: 
channels: closed at their lower ends and disposed: 
in parallel with the rotor axis; Said rotor being dir 
mensioned: relative to Said chamber So...that cigar-. 
ettes;are retained...in said channels by Said house 
ing, said housing having a: discharge port With: 
which said, channels successively register as said 

4. 
said flange having a recess therein to straddle 
said port flanges so that said cover is held thereby 
against rotation. 

2. The holder of claim 1 in which the lower part 
of the knob is dimensioned to fit Snugly in the 
aperture in the cover and the remainder of the 
knob is of lesser size thereby to fit freely therein. 

3. A cigarette, or like holder and; dispenser, 
comprising a housing having a cylindrical cham 
ber, a base attached to Said housing, a rotor ro 
tatably mounted in said chamber and having its 
periphery formed with a plurality of cigarette re 
ceiving channels closed at their lower ends and 
disposed in parallel with the rotor axis, Said rotor 
being dimensioned relative to said chamber so 
that cigarettes are retained in Said channels by 
Said housing; Said housing having a discharge 
port with which said channels successively regis 
ter, as said rotor is turned and including portions 
forming flanges laterally, of Said port, a Spring in 
each channel to urge: a cigarette against: Said 
housing until: Said discharges port is reached, and 
then to reject...it; Said rotor including a knob and 
having an annular receSS in itStop Surface for a 
noisture, holding-pad, andfa Cover Supported on 
said housing in Spaced relation to the upper end 
ofi said rotor-to-establish a humidifying chamber, 
hiaving a centrally disposed.aperture of Sufficient. 
size to receive. Said knob and including a down 

30 turned fiange: to fit over the upper, part of Said 
housing: 
4 Che holder of claim 3 in which the cover-in 

cludes an annular boSS. Spaced from itS. flange to 
define therewith a housing: receiving groove. and: 

rotor is turned and including: portions forming 35 to engage-with and seat any cigarettes protruding. 
fanges; laterally of said port, a Spring in each: 
channel to urge: a cigarettes against Said housing: 
until said: discharge; port is reached and then to 
eject it, said" rotor being rotatably, Supported by 
said base and including a knob, and a cover hav- 40), 
ing a centrally disposed; aperture of sufficient size. 
to receive, said knob and including a downturned 
fange: to.fit over the upper part of Said housing, 

above the upper extremities of the channels, and 
being. dimensioned to leave. the inner portions of 
the channels open and in communication with, 
the: humidifying chamber. 
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