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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

LEWIS PETER JOHNSON AND CARL JOHAN ROBERT BERGSTROM, OF 8T.
PAUL, MINNESOTA.

DEVICE FOR THE PROTECTION OF BANK-TELLERS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 441,668, dated December 2, 1890.
Application filed May 17,1890, Serial No, 352,128, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that we, LEWIS PETER JOHN-
SON and CARL JOHAN ROBERT BERGSTROM,
of St. Paul, in the county of Ramsey and State
of anesota have invented certain new and
useful Implovements in Devices for the Pro-
tection of Bank-Tellers; and we do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the same, xefelence being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and to the letters
of reference marked thereon.

This invention has for its objeet to protect
bank tellers or officials, paymasters, disburs-
ing agents, express agents, or other persons
handlmo Valuables money, &c., against be-
ing “held up” or robbed bybtllolals or bank-
10bbers whose usunal course of procedureis to
eitherreach into the teller’s office through the
grating or openings therein and secure their
booty, or else cover the teller or other officer
with a pistol or other arm and compel him to
hand out the booty or forfeit his life. This
object is primarily accomplished by means of
an automatic metallic curtain or shutter,
which may be released by the foot of the per-
son attacked, and will instantly sereen him
from his assailant, in the preferred form the
curtain being supplemented by quick-acting
automatic striking-arms which knock the
weapon of the assailant, and either disarm
him entirely or else destroy hisaim, and there-
by prevent him from doing any injury.

In the accompanying drawings, Figurelisa
sectional view through a bank-teller’s counter,
showing the grating and our automatic pro-
tecting-curtain in elevation, the latter being
lowered. Fig.2 is a similar view with the
curtain and arm sprung or in elevated posi-
tion. Fig. 3 is a section and elevation taken
on the opposite side from Figs. 1and 2. Fig.
4 is a perspective view of the top of the
counter.

Like letters of reference in the several fig-
ures denote the same Dparts.

The device being primarily designed for ap-
plication to bank-counters, it has been deemed
necessary to show and describe but this sin-
gle application, the other situations and con-
ditions under which it may be nsed being ob-

vious, and will at once suggest themselves to
interested persons. .

A indicates the counter; B, a metal plate
upon which money is pushed to or from the
teller and on or over which is secured the
grating C, having the usual openings therein.
Two slots or openings are formed in the
counter A, or, more properly, in the plate B,
one on each side of and extending way across
the grating. Titting neatly within these
openings, so as to present when closed down
a perfectly smooth surface over which money
may be passed, are two arms D, pivoted at or
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near opposite ends at d, and adapted toswing

up across the grating under the impulse of
springs D’, attached to their shorter ends. A
plate or base E extends down from beneath

‘the counter from a point immediately below

the grating, and on the side next the telleris
provided with ways or guides E’ in line with
the opening in the plate. A curtain I slides
in these guides, being adapted to be moved

up and into position to coverthe gratingand

screen the teller by springs G, secured there-
to at the center and passing around the edges
of the plate in coils and secured 11@1d1y on
the opposite side, as shown.

A spring-catch H is provided on the cur-
tain for holding the same up, and a handle 2
to depress the same, both the curtain and the
arms being held down or in set position by
spring- catches, to be mow described, and
adapted to be released by préssing on the
treadle or toe-piece I with either foot. Each
of the arms is provided with downwardly-
extending hooks or catches K, which engage
pivoted or sliding latches I beneath the coun-
ter. These catches are of course at opposite
sides of the grating, and in order to operate

them simultaneously they are connected toa o

central pivoted dizk L bylinksK’. The disk
L is turned in one direction by the spring M
to hold the latches in engagement and in the
opposite direction to release thelatches byan
arm I, connected to the treadle by a rod or
wire m. The upright for the treadle prefer-
ably works within a hollow standard N,which
may be screwed down to the floor at any con-
venient point, and is‘elevated by a spring n
working within the standard. If desired, the
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standard may be made of telescoping sections,

asshown, toadaptitfor usein connection with-

counters of different heights.

The tripping-arm and latches form in effect
a trigger mechanism for retaining the arms
and curtain in set position, and while the
form shown has many advantages it is ob-
vious that many modifications may be made
in this part of the mechanism without de-
parting from the spirit of our invention.

The catch II may be of any desired con-
struction, butin the preferred form consists of
a piece of spring metal secured to the curtain
with the lower edge bent outward, so that as
the curtain rises to the position shownin Fig:
2, the catch willreadily pass through the open-
ing in the counter and the free lower edge at
oncespring outinto positionabovethecounter,
thereby preventing the downward movement
of the curtain until the catch is again thrust
in.

When the curtain and arms have been
sprung by the teller and it is desired toreset
the parts, it is only necessary to press in the
catch and draw the curtain down by means
of its handle until it is caught by one of the
latches, then bring down the arm over the
same, pushing the curtain still farther, or un-
til the catech on the arm is engaged by the
lateh, and then turn the otherarm down until
it is caught, leaving the top of the counter
perfectly smooth and regular, as shown.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new is—

1. Ina deviceof the characterspecified, the
combination, with the counter, of the sliding
curtain or shutter adapted to move into posi-
tion above the counter, a catch for holding it
in such position, and a trigger or catch for
holding it in retracted position, substantially
as described.

2, In a device of the character specified, the
combination, with the counter having verti-
cal ways or guides beneath the same, of the
curtain or shutter working in said guides, the
springs for elevating the same, the catch for
holdingit élevated and the latch ortrigger for
holding it depressed, and the foot-piece or
treadle connected to the latch for releasing
the shutter, substantially as described.

3. Inan automatic device for the protection
of bank-tellers, &e.,the combination, with the
automatie striker-arm, of the automatic shut-
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ter, and a latch ortrigger for holding said arm
and shutter in retracted position, substan-
tially as described.

4. Inanautomatic device for the protection
of bank-tellers, &e., the combination, with the
pivoted striker-arm and the spring for throw-
ing said arm in an arc above the counter, of
the shutter, a spring for moving said shutter
into position, and a lateh or trigger mechan-
ism for retaining the shutter and arm in re-
tracted position, substantially as described.

5. Inanautomatic device for the protection
of bank-tellers, &e., the combination, with the
counter having an opening in'the top and an
automatic shutter working through said open-
ing to screen the teller, of a pivoted arm or
member fitting in said opening over the cur-
tain or shutter when retracted to fill the open-
ing and form a smooth counter, substantially
as described.

6. Inanautomaticdevice for the protection
of bank-tellers, &e., the combination, with the
counter having the grated opening above the
same and an opening in the counter on each
side of said grating, of an automatic striker-
arm working in the opening in front of the
grating, an automatic curtain or shutter work-
ing in the opening in rear of the grating,and
a lateh or trigger mechanism for holding said
arm and shutter depressed, substantially as
described.

7. In an automatic device for the protection
of bank-tellers, &c.,the combination, with the
counter having the grated opening above the
samewith openingsin the counterin front and
rear of the grating, of a striker-arm pivoted in
the opening in front, a curtain or shutter
workingin the opening in rear of the grating,
and a pivoted striker-arm seating in the last-
mentioned opening, said arms being adapted
tolie flush with'the top of the counter,springs
connected to said arms and curtain or shut-
ter forthrowing them into position, and alateh
ortrigger mechanism forholding thearmsand
shutter depressed, substantially asdescribed.

In testimony whereof we have hereuntoset
our hands in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses.

LEWIS PETER JOHNSON.
CARL JOHAN ROBERT BERGSTROM.

Witnesses:

Louis FEESER, Jr.,
P. W. FARICY.
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