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of New York. 

Application May 29, 1948, Serial No. 30,032 
. 3. Claims. 

This invention relates: to frames and attach 
ments, the parts of which may be made at a 
factory and shipped in a compact, knocked-down 
condition to be assembled and erected by the user. 
Among the objectS are: 
To provide a portable screen capable of Sup 

porting articles of merchandise. Without unduly 
concealing merchandise behind the Screen. 
To provide a screen of this type with attach 

ments for joining another screen or Screens there 
to ina, plane therewith or at any desired angle 
thereto. - - 

To provide a screen of this type With means 
in common for joining another screen or screens 
and for removably supporting a shelf or shelves 
thereallong. 
To provide a display. Screen, that is. Sinnple, 

rugged, attractive in appearance, inexpensive, 
extensible and flexible in use. 

In its simplest form, a frame is formed of rails, 
the edges of which are grooved to receive the 
flanges of special brackets which connect the 
abutting ends of adjacent rails and resilient rods 
are inserted between opposite rails. These rods 
cross each other and are connected by separable 
caps. Each bracket is formed of two plates, each 
plate having return flanges which form ferrules 
Or Sockets alongside the edges of the rail to which 
the plate is attached Which ferrules serve as 
sockets to receive the ends of ties which connect 
adjacent frames or to receive the ends of pro 
jecting brackets or projecting Supporting feet. 
Each plate constitutes means for supporting 
bracketS or frames at various locations on the 
rails. 
In the drawings 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a frame with a 

number of representative attachments. 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view show 

ing a connection between tWO frames. 
Fig. 3 is an exploded perspective view showing 

the corner construction of a frame. 
Fig. 4 is a side view and partial Section showing 

a corner of the frame. 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing a frag 

ment of a frame With Supporting feet. 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view show 

ing the junction between two crossed rods. 
Fig. 7 is a Sectional view showing the means 

of connecting two crossed rods. 
The unit frame as shown in Fig. 1 is a rec 

tangular form and is made up of the rails 0, 
f f, f2 and 3 which are joined at the corners 
by brackets f4, 4a, 4b and f4c. These brackets 
are all alike and apply to the mitered corners 
so as to hold the parts of the frame together. 
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Each bracket consists of plates of metalls and 
A6 which are joined at 7. Each plate has a per 
forated boss 8 to receive a screw 8' which Se 
Cures: it to the adjacent rail. Each boss.f3 is 
receSsed to receive the head of the Screw 8' So 
as to prevent the head of the screw from scratch 
ing any contacting surface. Each plate 5’ has 
inturned flanges 9, 9 which fit slidably in the 
grooves 2, 2 on opposite sides of the rail. 8: 
Plate 6-similarly has flanges 2, 2 which slide 
in the grooves. 22, 23 of the rail 3. It will be 
noted that each plate is wider than the thickness 
of the rail to which it is secured and the edges 
are curled or flanged to form ferrules such as 
23 and 24 on opposite sides of the rail to receive 
the ends of attaching devices. 

Fig. 2 shows fragments of two adjacent frames 
which are connected by members 25 and 26. The 
member 25 is inserted in a socket 26' of bracket 
4a and a socket 2 of bracket. Ab. The lower 
connector 26 is inserted in a socket of a plate 
28 similar to plate 3 and into a socket in plate 
23 of bracket such as 4. The left-hand-part of 
Fig. 2 constitutes a fragment of a frame such as 
shown in Fig. 1 and the right hand part of Fig. 2 
represents a fragment of another frame having 
rails and 2' corresponding to the rails 
and 2. The connectors 25 and 26 are so con 
structed that the two frames may be brought 
into a common plane or one hinged with respect 
to the other. Any number of frames may be 
connected in a similar manner. Fig. 1 shows a 
fragment of a frame 4' connected to the main 
frame as shown on a large scale in Fig. 2. 

It Will be seen from Fig. 1 that the space 
Within the frame is crossed by rods 36, 3 and 
32, 33 which are formed of resilient metal. The 
end of each rod is bent over as at 33 in Fig. 4 and 
inserted in a recess 35 in one of the rails. To 
assemble these rods each rod is bowed slightly 
and has its ends inserted in appropriate recesses 
in the frame. After the rods are installed they 
are connected by telescoping cup members 36, 37 
which are slotted as at 38 and 39 respectively so 
as to embrace the crossed rods. These Cup 
members may be detachably interlocked by 
means of OutWardly projecting parts 40 on the 
member 36 and an inwardly recessed part 4 on 
the cup 37. To detach the cup the rods 3 and 33 
are forced in opposite directions until the projec 
tions 48 are released from the recesses 4. 

Fig. 5 shows two extension members 45 and 46 
which serve as feet to hold a single frame up 
right. The upper end of the arm 47 is hooked 
into a Socket at the edge of plate 5’ which corre 
Sponds with plate 5 and the end of the lower 
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arm 48 is hooked into a socket at the edge of 
plate 6. The member 46 is similarly supported 
at the opposite face of the rail member . 
A bracket 50 constructed in a manner similar 

to the extensions 45 and 46 may be similarly Sup 
ported by a plate 5i which corresponds to plates 
A 5 and 8. Such brackets may be used to Sup 
port shelves or aShangers. 

It should be understood that any number of 
frames may be connected together and adjacent 
frames may be brought close together as ShoWn 
in Fig. 2, or by employing connectors 25 of 
greater length the frames may be 
ther apart. - - - - - - 

This construction makes it possible to form the 
rails, brackets and other attachmentS. at a fac 
tory and pack them in a knocked-down condition 
for storage and shipment. As the various at 
tachments are interchangeable, it is possible to 
assemble the frames in many different WayS. 

claim: 
1. In a frame construction, a Wooden rail 

member having a groove in each of its opposite 
faces near one edgethereof, a flat plate secured 
to said edge and having a ferrule extension adja 
cent each face terminating in a flange seated in 
its respective groove and a device for connecting 
said rail member to a similarly equipped rail 
member, said device including a rod Seated in One 
of said ferrule extensions at a point near the 
edge of the rail member. 

2. The combination. With a pair of juxtaposed 
rectanguiar frames with wooden rail members 
having opposed grooves along the Outer side 
faces thereof, of brackets for interconnecting the 
adjacent rail members of Said frames, each 
bracket comprising a flat plate member Secured 
intimately to the outer end face of each adjacent 
rail member, said plate member having its edges 
curled with the free edges thereof positioned in 
the grooves of its respective rail member, the 
curled edges of Said plate being Spaced outwardly 
from the Side faces of its respective rail member 
to form, together with said side faces, ferrules 
therebetween, and an angular metallic connect 
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4. 
ing member disposed between said brackets with 
its free ends detachably mounted in opposed 
ferrules for flexibly interconnecting Said frames. 

3. A rectangular frame construction compris 
ing Wooden rail members having opposed grooves 
along the outer side faces thereof, brackets 
mounted on opposed corners of the frame, each 
bracket comprising a pair of integrally connected 
plate members disposed at right angles to each 
other and secured to the outer end faces of the 
adjacent rail members adjacent Said corners, 
each of said plate members having its edges 
curled with the free edges thereof positioned in 
the grooves of the respective rail members, the 
curled edges of said plate being spaced outwardly 
of the side faces of Said rail members to form, 
together with parts of said side faces, ferrules 
therebetween and disposed at right angles to 
each other for detachably receiving the ends of 
an angular rod serving as a support for the 
frame. 

WALTER GEORGE ROEDER. 
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