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1 
This invention relates to printing machines 

and more particularly to printing machines of 
the hand operated type. . . . 

It is the primary object of my invention to 
construct a printing machine with which a com- 5 
plete printed record both of an article issued and 
the person to whom the article is issued may be 
quickly and easily made in a simple operation. 

It has long been the custom in stores, libraries, 
factory tool cribs and the like, to make a hand- 0 
written record of the article sold or checked out 
and the name and address, or other identifica 
tion, of the person to whom the article was sold 
or checked out. This procedure has many in 
herent disadvantages including the disadvantage 
that such a procedure is relatively slow. Also, 
such procedure presents considerable opportu 
nity for human error to creep into the copying of 
such information, which destroys the accuracy 
and reliability of such records. A further disi 20 
advantage also involves a human factor, namely, 
that records or receipts written by hand are 
Often illegible. 

It is an object of my invention to construct a 
printing machine which overcomes these disad- 25 
vantages and, in this connection, it is an object. 
of my invention to construct a printing machine 
whereby a printed record of the article sold or 
checked out, and the customer to whom the ai 
ticle was sold or checked out may be made in 30 
one simple operation of the machine from a pre 
viously prepared article-identifying printing de 
vice and a previously prepared customer-i 
fying device, both of which are inserted into the 
machine for the single printing operation. 
Another object of my invention is to construct 

a printing machine whereby a printed record of 
an article sold or chacked out and the customer 
to whom the article is sold or checked out may 
be made without danger of manual copying 
eOS. 

A further object of my invention is to con 
struct a printing machine of this character 
which will simply and easily produce a com 
pletely legible printed record of a sale or chec) 
out transaction. 
In order that the record cards be properly 

printed the printing devices must ba" prop 
positioned in the printing machine, and ano 
object of my invention is to so cons 
printing machine that accuracy in positioning of 
the printing device is assured. 
An object ancillary to the foregoing obje 

to so construct a printing machine that, w 
printing devices are associated therewith f( 
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purpose of préparing a record card, improper 
positioning of the printing devices is readily ap 
parent so that it may be corrected before oper 
ating the printing machine. 
Other and further objects of the present inven 

tion will be apparent from the following descrip 
tion and claims and are illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings which, by way of illustration 
show preferred embodiments and the principles 
thereof and what I now consider to be the best 
mode in which I have contemplated applying 
these principles. Other embodiments of the in 
vention embodying the same or equivalent prins 
ciples may be used and structural changes may 
be made as desired by those skilled in the art. 
without departing from the present invention 
and the purview of the appended claims. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a printing ma 

chine embodying the principles of my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the machine 

shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a detail view with certain parts 

broken away, looking down on the anvil portion 
of the machine and showing two printing 
vices as they would be positioned in the machine 
when the machine is operated. - 

Fig. 4 is an illustration of one type of record 
card which may be prepared with my machine; 

Fig. 5 is a detail view of a typical customer 
identifying printing device used in my machine; 

Fig. 6 is a detail view of a typical article-iden 
tifying printing device used in my machine; 

Fig. 7 is a detail view similar to Fig. 3 but 
showing a modified form of my machine. 
The printing machine shown in the accom 

panying drawings embodies a casing or base is 
mounted on feet or legs ff, and having s 
walls f2 and 3, a front wall f4, a rear waii. 5, 
top wali f 6 and an open bottom. The walls may 
be made of any suitable material such as, for 
example, cast iron, and the top wall 6* has a 
channel 7 formed therein within which is po 
sitioned an anvil f8; which may be made of any 
suitable material such as steel and which, as 
will be described more fully hereinafter, supports 
the printing devices during operation of my ma 
chine. The anvil 8 may be constructed as a 
separate element and then fastened in the chain 
neifi of the top-wall 6, by any suitable means 
such as screws. 
An inked ribbon 9 is carried by two spools 29 

and 2 f, and extends through the top wall 6 
and across the anvil 8. The spools 23 and 2. 
are mounted on shafts 22- and 23, for rotation 
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therewith, and which shafts are journaled in the 
side walls 2 and 3. Knurled knobs 24 and 25 
are mounted on one end of each of the shaftS 22 
and 23, respectively, and the operator may turn 
the knurled knobs 24 or 25 to thereby turn the 
Spools 28 and 2i and position a fr Sh, unused 
portion of the inked ribbon 9 over the anvil 8 
in printing position. Automatic ribbon advanc 
ing means may of course be employed if de 
sired. Ribbon guards 2i and 2 are mounted on 
the upper surface of the top Wall 3 and are Se 
cured thereto by screws or bolts 28 and 29, re 
spectively, which extend through respective slots 
3 and 3 in the ribbon guards 23 and 2. The 
slots 38 and 3A have enlarged portions formed 
therein so that by loosening the bolts 28 and 29 
and sliding the ribbon guards 26 and 2 to the 
side until the heads of the bolts are in registra 
tion. With the enlarged portions of the slots 38 
and 3 the ribbon guards may be easily removed 
from the top wall S to facilitate the removal of 
an old ribbon 3 and the insertion of a new One. 
A stamper arm 32 is rockably mounted on a 

shaft 33 which is journaled in ears 34 which 
extend upwardly from the rear portions of Side 
walls 2 and 3. The stamper arm 32 is nor 
mally spring urged into retracted or raised posi 
tion, Fig. 2, by a Spring 35 one end of which 
is attached to a lug or extension 36 on the stamper 
arm 32, and the other end of which is attached 
to a pin 37 which is carried by and projects in 
Wardly from the side wall 2. 
A platen 38 is carried by the forwardly pro 

jecting head 39 of the stamper arm 32 and is 
so positioned that, by pressing down on the head 
39, the operator may move the platen down into 
printing relation with the anvil 8. 
A paper guide or marginal guide 45 having a 

guide arm 4 and a support bracket 42 is mounted 
on the base and is adjustably secured thereto 
by a bolt which is carried by and extends out 
wardly from the Wall 3 and extends through a 
slot 43 in the bracket 42. A knurled knob or nut 
44 is threaded on to the bolt which extends 
through the slot 43 and may be screwed in to 
hold the bracket 42 in tight frictional engage 
ment with the side wall 3 and thereby hold 
the marginal guide 46 in adjusted position. The 
purpose of marginal guide 43, as Will be more 
specifically set forth hereinafter, is to Serve aS 
a guide or reference for the proper positioning 
of a record card, or the like, on which it may 
be desired to print certain data with my machine. 
In the operation of my machine printing de 

vices are placed on top of the anvil 8 below the 
inked ribbon f 9. These printing devices may be 
previously embossed with the necessary or desired 
data, in any Suitable embossing machine such aS, 
for example the machine shown and described it 
Duncan and Hubbard Letters Patent No. 1,831,103, 
patented November 10, 1931. When used in my 
machine, the previously prepared printing devices 
are so positioned on the anvil 8 that the face of 
the printing devices, on which the data to be 
printed by the printing machine appears in relief, 
faces upwardly or, in other words, is adjacent 
to the underneath surface of the inked ribbon 9, 
and the face of the printing devices, on which 
the data to be printed by the printing machine 
appears in intaglio, faces down Wardly, or in other 
words, is adjacent to the upper face of the anvil 
8. It will be noted that, inasmuch as the inked 
ribbon 9 is positioned between the printing de 
vices and the record card upon which the data, 
is to be printed, the data, Will be printed on the 
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face of the card as shown in Fig. 4 of the draw 
ligS. 
The upper edges 45 and 46 of the anvil 8 

extend above the bed thereof and form a closely 
fitting guideway which engages the edge portion 
of the printing devices used in my machine. Two 
pins 4 and 48 extend upwardly from the upper 
face of the anvil 8 in the center portion thereof 
and are positioned to engage a complementary 
groove or notch in a properly positioned printing 
device Such as, for example, the grooves 49 and 
50 formed in the end edge portions of the print 
ing devices 5 and 52, respectively, Figs. 5 and 6. 

It will be noted that in the operation of my 
printing machine the printing devices 5; and 52 
are slid into the channel 7 from the opposite 
ends thereof into position over the anvil 8. The 
printing device 5 ?, is properly slid into the chan 
nel 7 over the anvil 8 from the left, Fig. 1, 
and is guided by the sides 45 and 46 of the anvil 
18 into position where the notch 49 engages the 
pin 47, and the printing device 5 is thereby 
guided into proper registraticn with the platen 
38. The printing device 52 is properly slid into 
the channel f over the anvil 8 from the right, 
Fig. 1, and is guided by the sides 45 and 46 of 
the anvil 8 into position, where the notch 53 
engages the pin 48 and the printing device 52 is 
thereby also guided into proper registration with 
the platen 38. When So positioned in my machine 
the left and right edges, Fig. 3, of the printing 
devices 5 and 52, respectively, are positioned in 
wardly of the respective end edges of the chan 
nel 7. 
In this connection, it will be noted that, if the 

printing devices are inserted into printing rela 
tion with the ribbon f 9, from the wrong end of the 
channel 7, or from the proper end of the chan 
nel 7 but wrong end first, the pins 4 and 48 
will not engage in the notches 69 and 50 but will 
engage the end edges of the printing devices SO 
that the printing devices will protrude from their 
proper printing position which will be apparent to 
the operator of the machine. Also it. Will be 
noted that if the printing devices 5 and 52 are 
inserted into the channel 7 from the correct 
ends thereof but are turned over in improper posi 
tion, this Will be readily apparent. Hence, it will 
be seen that the positioning of the printing de 
vices 5 and 52 may be easily checked Visually 
and any mispositioning thereof is readily de 
tected. 
In establishments where my printing machine 

is to be used such as for example in Stores, 
libraries, or factory tool cribS, an article-identi 
fying printing device (such as the printing device 
52) has been previously prepared for each article 
which is available for sale or checking out and is 
on file near the machine. Likewise, a customer 
identifying printing device (such as the printing 
device 5) has been prepared for each custOnnel 
and is carried on the customer's person. When 
a sale or check-out is made and it is desired 
to make a record of the transaction, the follow 
ing simple procedure is followed. 
The article-identifying printing device 52 is 

withdrawn from the files by the attendant or 
clerk and is properly inserted into the printing 
machine 0 from the right side (as viewed in Fig. 
i). The customer also presents his customer 
identifying printing device 5 to the clerk or 
attendant and this is properly inserted into the 
printing machine fo from the left side. The 
marginal guide rod 4f has previously been prop 
erly adjusted for the size record card or sales 



5 
check to be used, and the attendant now places 
the sales check or record card face down on the 
inked ribbon i9 with the left edge portion of 
the sales check or record card extending toward 
the right of the machine and the top edge of 
the record card in engagement with the marginal 
guide 4. The attendant then presses the head 
39, of the stamper arm 32 down by hand, thereby 
moving the platen 38 into engagement with the 
record card and pressing the record card, and the 
inked ribbon 9 against both printing devices. 5i 
and 52 simultaneously and thereby transferring 
the identifying data from both printing devices 
5 and 52 simultaneously onto the record card 
in one single printing Gperation. The attendant 
then disposes of the record card or Sales check 
in the usual manner, removes the article-identi 
fying printing device from the machine and re 
turns it to the files, and removes the customer 
identifying printing device from the machine and 
returns it to the customer. 

It will be apparent, of course, that, if desired, 
carbon copies of the sales check or record card 
may be prepared and simultaneously with the 
preparation of the original copy thereof. 

Also, it will be noted that my printing machine 
may readily be used for making more compli 
cated sales checks or record cards than the ordi 
nary one-entry record card or Sales check most 
generally used. For example, if, in a tool crib, 
library, or the like, it is desired to make up a 
multiple section record card so that one Section 
may be placed in the files under the name of the 
tool, another section may be placed in the files 
under the name of the customer, and another 
section may be issued as a customer's receipt, 
this may easily be done with my machine by 
preparing a record card or sales check such as 
the record card 60. 
The record card 60 embodies three Sections, an 

article-file section 6, a customer-file section 62 
and an employee receipt section 63. The article 
file section is joined to the customer-file Section 
62 and the customer receipt Section 63 along a 
perforated line 64. Likewise, the customer-file 
section 62 is joined to the customer receipt Sec 
tion 63 along a perforated line 65. If desired, the 
three sections of each record card may have a 
common identifying serial number 66 (the num 
ber being “936' on the card shown in Fig. 4) so 
that the various sections may be readily identi 
fied in the fileS. 
In using this type of record card, the machine 

is prepared for operation in the manner hereto 
fore discussed, and the record card is placed face 
down on the inked ribbon 9 with the left edge 
portion extending toward the right of the print 
ing machine (as viewed in Fig. 1) and the top T 
of the card in engagement with the marginal 
guide arm 4, and with the article-file Section 
6 of the card registered in printing position 
over the printing devices 5 and 52. The print 
ing operation is then performed by pressing the 
stamper arm 32 down. The card 60 is then moved 
to the right until the customer-file section 62 
and the customer-receipt Section 63 is in regis 
tration with the printing devices 5 and 52 and 
the printing operation is again repeated by press 
ing the stamper arm 32 down. 

Hence, from the foregoing it will be noted 
that my machine may be readily utilized to easily 
prepare a multiple section record card, one Sec 
tion of which (section 6) may be filed in the 
article-identifying file, another section of which 
(section 62) may be filed in the customer-iden 
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tifying file, and the other section of which (sec 
tion 63) may be issued to the customer: as a res. 
ceipt. - 

A modification of my printing machine-is-ilus 
trated in Fig. t. It will be noted that: my machine 
as modified in this manner operates in the same 
manner as the preferred, embodiment of my 
invention, as heretofore described, and, therefore, 
it is believed that a description of the changes in 
Structure; of the proposed modification taken 
together with the foregoing description of the 
preferred embodiment of my invention will be 
Sufficient to assure a complete understanding 
thereof. Also, it will be noted that in Fig. 7 
parts similar to parts shown in Figs. 1: to 6, and 
previously referred to, are indicated by like refer 
ence numerals with the prefix '1' added. 
In the modified form of my machine a strap 

member 70 having protuberances or dogs 47 and 
48 is mounted on the anvil 7 of the machine 
and the dogs 47 and 48 are positioned so as 
to engage in notches 49 and 50, respectively, 
of printing devices 51 and 52, respectively, 
When the printing devices are properly positioned 
On the anvil 7. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent that 

by using my machine an accurate, legible and 
complete printed record of each sale or check 
out transaction can be made in one simple and 
quick printing operation. Also, it will be noted 
that my machine provides means whereby print 
ing devices may be quickly and accurately posi 
tioned in proper printing position in the machine 
and that improperly positioned printing devices 
may be readily detected. Furthermore it will be 
noted that use of my machine eliminates all 
danger of manual copying errors in the prepara 
tion of sales checks and record cards. 

Hence, While I have illustrated and described 
the preferred embodiments of my invention it is 
to be understood that these are capable of varia 
tion and modification and I therefore do not 
wish to be limited to the precise details set forth, 
but desire to avail myself of such changes and 
alterations as fall within the purview of the foll 
lowing claims. 
I claim: 
1. A printing machine of the type adapted to 

be used in conjunction with a plurality of print 
ing devices simultaneously, each printing device 
having a notch formed at a predetermined and 
different position in one end thereof, said print 
ing machine comprising an anvil adapted to re 
ceive Such printing devices from respective ends 
and to Support Said plurality of Said printing 
devices simultaneously in predetermined printing 
positions wherein Said printing devices are dis 
posed within the peripheral boundaries of said 
anvil, a plurality of abutments mounted on and 
projecting from said anvil, each of said abut 
ments being disposed in a position to enter the 
said notch in a corresponding one of said print 
ing devices when Said printing device is moved 
theretoward in predetermined relation to said 
anvil to thereby permit said printing devices to 
be disposed in a corresponding one of said print 
ing positions. On Said anvil, Said abutments also 
being disposed on said anvil in position to engage 
said printing devices exteriorly of said notches 
when said printing devices are moved toward 
said abutments in other than Said predetermined 
relations to said anvil whereby said printing de 
vices will have a portion extending outwardly be 
yond said anvil to indicate improper positioning, 
means for Supporting a sheet and a platen adapt 
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ed to be moved relative to said anvil to press said UNITED STATES PATENTS 
sheet into simultaneous printing relation with Nunher Name Date 
such a plurality of printing devices disposed in Re. 16,977 Anthony ----------- May 29, 1928 
said printing positions. 773,496 Hawkins ----------- Oct. 25, 1904 

2. The printing machine defined in claim 1 5 939,513 Joslin Nov. 9, 1909 
and in which said abutments are mounted on and 1. 005367 Transue. Oct 10. 1911. 
project from a single abutment member remov- 1765138 Johnson III- July is30 
ably mounted on Said anvil. 1,813,495 Johnson ------------ July 7, 1931 

1862,528 Dickman ---------- June 14, 1932 
FRANKLIN E. CURTIS. 10 2116,235 curtis May 3, 1938 

2,342,898 Sand -------------- Feb. 29, 1944 
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