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57 ABSTRACT 
A circuit for converting changes in a sensed physical 
parameter, such as resistance and resistance change as a 
function of pressure, temperature and the like, into a 
digital signal of proportional frequency. A sensor 
bridge, monitoring the parameter to be measured, forms 
a part of a feedback loop controlling a current into a 
resistance-capacitance integrator which is part of a 
controlled oscillator. The oscillator has automatic offset 
error correction. The frequency of the sensor-con 
trolled is proportional to the unbalance in the sensor 
bridge. The converter receives power on a two-wire 
line from a power supply which may be located re 
motely therefrom, and from which power supply the 
sensed-parameter-established frequency is extracted for 
use by processing-control apparatus and the like. 

14 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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1. 

RESISTANCE-BRIDGE TO FREQUENCY 
CONVERTER WITH AUTOMATIC OFFSET 

CORRECTION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to circuitry for sensing 
physical parameters and, more particularly, to a novel 
circuit for converting the change in resistance of a resis 
tance bridge, sensing the physical parameter, to the 
frequency of a waveform, for subsequent processing. 
Many applications are known in which a physical 

parameter, such as temperature, pressure, humidity, air 
flow, and the like, or the difference in a physical param 
eter, must be sensed. The magnitude of the parameter is 
often sensed by a sensor having a changing electrical 
resistance proportional to the changing magnitude of 
the sensed parameter. Quite frequently, the change in 
sensor resistance is small and, if the sensor operates in an 
electrically noisy environment, the electrical noise 
tends to mask the changes in sensor output, thereby 
limiting resolution. Also, it is frequently required to 
interface the sensor output to process-control apparatus 
utilizing digital electronics, whereby digital sensor data 
output is required. Further, it is frequently necessary to 
transmit the sensed signal over a relatively long path to 
the apparatus requiring the sensor output information. 
It is known to overcome these difficulties by converting 
the sensor output to a waveform having a frequency 
proportional to the magnitude of the sensor output and 
to transmit the varying-frequency waveform to the 
receiving apparatus. Circuitry capable of carrying out 
the sensed parameter-to-frequency conversion, in cost 
effective and highly-accurate manner, is very desirable. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In accordance with the invention, a circuit for con 

verting the value of a sensed physical parameter into an 
output waveform having a frequency linearly propor 
tional to the parameter magnitude, includes a four-ter 
minal resistance bridge sensor having an equivalent 
resistance, between each pair of terminals, which varies 
with the magnitude of the sensed physical parameter; 
means connected to a pair of opposed terminals of the 
sensor for causing an essentially constant flow of cur 
rent through the resistances of the sensor; means con 
nected to the remaining pair of sensor terminals for 
amplifying at least one sensor output voltage varying in 
proportion to the change in the sensed physical parame 
ter; an integrator having an output voltage which is the 
integral, with respect to time, of the summation of the 
parameter-sensing voltage and one of a pair of reference 
voltages of essential identical magnitude and opposite 
polarity. The integrator output voltage is compared to 
the opposite polarity reference voltages to generate first 
and second signals when the integrator output voltage is 
equal to the positive and negative polarity reference 
voltages, respectively. The first and second comparator 
output signals enable first and second switches means to 

I control the polarity of the reference voltage applied to 
the integrator. Either comparator output can supply the 
circuit output waveform, having a frequency propor 
tional to the magnitude of the change in resistance of 
the sensor, and responsive to the change in the magni 
tude of the sensed physical parameter. 

In one preferred embodiment of my invention, the 
converter is at a location remote from the location of 
user apparatus. A power supply and optical coupler are 
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2 
utilized at the user apparatus location to provide power 
to the remote converter. A power supply circuit gener 
ates substantially identical reference voltages of oppo 
site polarity, centered about a virtual-ground voltage. 
The power supply circuit also pulses the current from 
the master potential source to provide an optically cou 
pled output voltage at the frequency of the converter. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a novel resistance-bridge-to-frequency con 
verter for providing a waveform having a frequency 
proportionally related to the change in resistance of a 
resistance-bridge sensor sensing a physical parameter. 
This and other objects of the present invention will 

become apparent upon consideration of the following 
detailed description, and of the accompanying draw 
1ngs. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a resistance-bridge 
to frequency converter circuit in accordance with the 
principles of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a graph illustrating the relationship between 

a parameter-responsive change in sensor resistance and 
the output frequency of the converter circuit of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram illustrating the 

automatic offset error correction of the converter cir 
cuit of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a power supply for 

enabling the converter circuit of FIG. 1 from a remote 
location. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Referring initially to FIGS. 1 and 2, one preferred 
embodiment of my novel converter circuit 10 utilizes a 
physical parameter sensor 11 of the resistance-bridge 
type. Sensor 11 is a four terminal device, i.e. having 
terminals 11a–11a, with one of four equivalent resis 
tances R1-R4 measurable between each pair of output 
terminals. The magnitude of each equivalent resistance, 
or the change in the magnitude of each equivalent resis 
tance R1-R4, is a function of the sensed parameter, such 
as temperature, pressure, differential temperature, dif. 
ferential pressure and the like. Thus, at some reference 
value of the sensed physical parameter, values of resis 
tances R1 (between terminals 11a and 11b), R2 (between 
terminals 11b and 11c), R3 (between terminals 11c and 
11d) and R4 (between terminals 11d and 11a) are known, 
as are the incremental resistances AR1, AR2, AR3 and 
AR4 for an incremental change in the sensed physical 
parameter. 

Sensor 11 receives a constant sensor current Is flow 
ing into or out of sensor-bridge terminals 11a and 11c. 
The constant current is provided by placing the resist 
ance-bridge sensor in the feedback loop of an opera 
tional amplifier 14. This operational amplifier A1, re 
ceiving operating potentials +V and -V, has an in 
verting input 14a connected to resistance-bridge sensor 
terminal 11a and to a fixed resistance 16 of magnitude 
RC. A non-inverting input 14b is connected to virtual 
ground terminal G. The operational amplifier output 
14c, at which a voltage of magnitude V3 appears, is 
connected to sensor terminal 11c, opposite to sensor 
terminal 11a in the bridge. 
The flow of sensor current IS divides between the 

pair of bridge legs consisting of resistances R1-R2 and 
R4-R3. A voltage drop exits across each of the four 
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bridge resistances; first and second voltages, respec 
tively of magnitudes V1 and V2, appear at bridge termi 
nals 11b and 11d, respectively. Bridge terminal 11b is 
connected to the non-inverting input 18a of a second 
amplifier 18. The second operational amplifier A2, also 
receiving operating potentials of +V and - V magni 
tudes, has an inverting input 18b connected through a 
resistance 20, of magnitude RE, to virtual-ground con 
nection G, and is connected via a feedback resistance 
22, of magnitude RD, to the output 18c of operation 
amplifier A2. Bridge terminal 11d is connected to a 
non-inverting input 24a of a third operational amplifier 
24. The third operational amplifier A3, also receiving 
the operating potentials of magnitude +V and -V, has 

10 

an inverting input 24b connected via a resistance 26 of 15 
magnitude RD, to the output 18c of second operational 
amplifier A2. A feedback resistance 28, of magnitude 
RE, is connected beteen inverting input 24b and an 
output 24c of the third operational amplifier. 
A voltage-to-frequency converter 28 includes a two 

input summing integrator 30 using a fourth operational 
amplifier 32, also receiving operational potentials of 
magnitudes EV, and having a non-inverting input 32a 
connected to virtual-ground point G. An inverting 
input 32b of the fourth operational amplifier A4 is con 
nected to: one terminal of an integrating capacitance 34, 
of magnitude C, having the other terminal thereof con 
nected to an output 32c of the operational amplifier A4 
and through which integrating capacitance an integra 
tor current Ic flows; a first integrator input resistance 
36, of magnitude R4, connected to the terminal of resis 
tance 16 furthest from the operational amplifier A1 
inverting input 14a and through which resistance 36 a 
first integrator input current IA flows toward and away 
from amplifier input 32b, and a second integrator input 
resistance 38, of magnitude RB, having its remaining 
terminal connected to the output 24c of the operational 
amplifier A3, and through which resistance 38 a second 
integrator input current IB flows towards and away 
from amplifier non-inverting input 32b. 
The A4 output 32c, at which a voltage of magnitude 

Vc appears, is connected in parallel to the respective first 
inputs 40a and 42a of first and second comparison means 40 
and 42. The first comparative emans (COMP.1) has a second 
input 40b receiving a reference voltage of a first, e.g. pos 
itive, polarity and fixed magnitude V, while the 
second comparison means (COMP. 2) has a second 
input 42b receiving a reference voltage of the same 
magnitude VR, but of the opposite, e.g. negative, polar 
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ity, Both COMP. 1 and COMP. 2 receive the pair of 50 
operating potentials of magnitude +V and -V, which 
magnitude V is greater than the reference voltage mag 
nitude VR. An output 40c of COMP. 1 is enabled when 
ever the voltage at input 4.0a is equal to, or greater than, 
the magnitude of the positive reference voltage at input 
40b. An output 42c of COMP. 2 is enabled whenever the 
voltage at the first input 42a thereof is equal to, or less 
than, the negative reference voltage at second input 
42b. 
A flip-flop 46 is formed of cross-coupled first and 

second gating elements 48 and 50. In the illustrated 
embodiment, gates 48 and 50 are each two-input NOR 
gates G1 and G2, respectively. Each of gates G1 and G2 
have a first input 48a and 50a, respectively, connected 
to the respective outputs 40c and 42c of COMP. 1 and 
COMP. 2, respectively. Gates G and G2 have respec 
tive second inputs 48b and 50b respectively connected 
to the outputs 50c and 48c, respectively, of the other 
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4. 
gate. Gate G2 output 50 c is connected to terminal F, at 
which the output waveform, having a frequency pro 
portional to the sensed physical parameter, is present. 

It should be understood that the output frequency can 
be taken from the output 48c of the other gate G1 or 
from either of the comparing means outputs 40c or 42c, 
as desired. With suitable buffering (not shown), as by a 
high-input impedance voltage follower and the like, the 
output frequency waveform may be taken from node E. 
Suitable amplitude scaling means may be used if desired, 
as the sensor information is contained in the variable 
frequency of the converter output, and is not related to 
the output voltage amplitude. 
Gate G1 output 48c and gate G2 output 50c are respec 

tively connected to close, when enabled in mutually 
exclusive manner, respective single-pole, single-throw 
switch means 56 and 58. One terminal A of switch 
means 58 is connected to the source of the negative 
reference voltage (-VR) while one terminal B of 
switch means 56 is connected to the source of positive 
reference voltage potential (--VR), The remaining 
switch terminals (terminal C of switch means 56 and 
terminal D of switch means 58) are connected in paral 
lel to form a switch means output node E which is 
connected to the junction between resistances 16 and 
36, and at which node E a voltage of magnitude VR and 
of switchable positive and negative polarity, will be 
present depending upon the state of flip-flop 46. It 
should be understood that switch means 56 and 58 may 
be mechanical, electromechanical or electronic in na 
ture and may also be combined into a single-pole, dou 
ble-throw switch means. It should also be understood 
that flip-flop 46 may be any bistable element. Further, 
the comparison means, the bistable element and/or the 
switch means may be combined into a single means to 
which the opposite polarity reference voltage and the 
integrator output voltage are connected, and which 
single means provides an output voltage (for connection 
to node E) of the reference voltage magnitude and of 
polarity dependent upon the magnitude of integrator 
voltage Vc and reversing polarity whenever Vc ramps 
up (or down) to the positive (or negative) reference 
voltage magnitude. * : 

In operation, it is assumed that switch means 58 is 
initially closed, and switch means 56 is initially open, 
whereby node E is at the negative reference potential 
-VR. As non-inverting input 14b of amplifier A1 is at 
virtual ground, the total current Is flowing through the 
sensor bridge resistance is established only by the refer 
ence voltage magnitude VR and the resistance RC of 
resistor 16, i.e. Is=(VR/RC). The voltage VB, at the 
output 24c of amplifier A3 is a function of the pair of 
sensor voltages V1 and V2, as well as the gains of ampli 
fier A2 and A3, which gains are established by respec 
tive associated resistances 20 and 22, and 26 and 28, 
respectively. Thus, 

As inverting input 32a of amplifier A4 is at virtual 
ground, the current IC flowing through integrating 
capacitor 34 is equal to the sum of the first and second 
input currents IA and IB, respectively. IA has a magni 
tude established by the magnitude of the reference volt 
age VR and the reistance R4 of resistor 36, while current 
B has a magnitude established by the magnitude of 

voltage VB and the resistance RB of resistor 38. Thus, 
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After switch 58 closes, the integrator output voltage 
VC linearly increases, toward operating voltage --V, 
until output voltage VC reaches +VR; the voltages at 
both inputs 40a and 40b of COMP. 1 are now equal and 
the output 40c of the comparator is enabled. Enable 
ment of output 40c sets the output 48c of the gate G1 to 
--V volts, closing switch means 56 and resets the output 
50c of gate G2 to - V volts, opening switch means 58. 
The voltage at node E is thus switched to the positive 
reference potential --VR. The bridge current Is re 
verses direction, responsive to the reversed polarity of 
the node E voltage, but remains constant in magnitude, 
as the node E voltage magnitude remains at VR. The 
magnitudes of currents 4 and IB remain constant, al 
though the directions thereof reverse, responsive to the 
change in node E polarity. Accordingly, the direction 
of flow of integrator capacitor current IC reverses and 
the integrator output voltage VC linearly decreases, 
toward operating voltage-V, until output voltage VC 
equais the negative reference voltage (-VR). At this 
time, the voltages at both inputs 42a and 42b of COMP. 
2 are equal and the output 4.2c thereof is enabled to reset 
gate G1 output 48c, opening switch means 56, and to set 
gate G2 output 50c closing switch means 58 and placing 
the negative reference potential upon node E to restart 
the cycle. Thus, it will be seen that the waveform at 
output frequency terminal F, which is the voltage at 
gate G2 output 50c, alternates between the gate set and 
gate reset output voltages, substantially equal to +V 
and -V, respectively, with a total time interval T for 
one complete cycle, established by the rate at which the 
integrator output voltage ramps between the positive 
and negative reference voltage limits. The speed of 
integration is a function both of the magnitude of con 
stant current A (proportional to the constant reference 
voltage magnitude at node E) and of the variable magni 
tude of current p, which magnitude is proportional to 
the voltage VB, itself proportional to the difference in 
sensor voltages V1 and V2. The output frequency f, 
where f= 1/Tis thus proportional to the integrator cur 
rent Ic and inversely proportional to the capacitance C 
of integrating capacitor 34 and to the magnitude VR of 
the reference voltage; i.e. f= c/(4VRC). 
As the sensed physical parameter changes, the resis 

tances R1-R4 of bridge a each change by some incre 
ment, denoted as AR to AR4, respectively. The change 
in differential bridge voltage (V1-V2) is a function of 
the bridge current Is (itself of constant magnitude 
VR/RC) and the resistance increments AR1, AR2, AR3 
and AR4. Thus, 

(1-2)=(IS/4)(AR-AR2--AR3-AR4) 
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and the frequency of the output waveform, at terminal 60 
F, is 

f=(RC) --(i+(RE/RD))(RCRBC) R 

where R=(AR-AR2--AR3-AR4). 
The output frequency is therefore a linear function of 
AR, with the first output frequency term (RAC) repre 
senting a reference frequency fo at which the sensed 

65 
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physical parameter is equal to a reference value, and 
with the second term being of the form (mAR), where 
m is a linear slope coefficient, of magnitude 
(1+RE/RD)(4RBRCC). See FIG. 2. The slope m of the 
output frequency f, with respect to the change AR in 
sensor resistance with a change in sensed physical pa 
rameter, can be conveniently varied by varying the 
resistance ratio RE/RD, by varying the magnitude of 
second current IB (by varying the resistance RB of resis 
tor 38) or by adjusting the constant bridge current Is 
magnitude (by varying the resistance RC of resistor 16). 
It will be seen that the frequency of the output signal, at 
terminal F, is essentially independent of supply voltage. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, the offset error at the input 
of integrating amplifier A4 is automatically corrected to 
substantially remove offset voltage VOS as an error 
source in determining the frequency of the output signal 
converter for a particular differential bridge voltage. 
Converter circuit 10 may be considered as a sensor 
network 70 (including all of the circuitry to the left of 
broken line 65 in FIG. ) having two leads 70a, at which 
voltage VB appears, and lead 70b, at which the refer 
ence voltage --VR is connected. The current IB, flows 
in, and an offset error source 72 of magnitude VoB 
appears at, lead 70a. An offset voltage source 75, of 
magnitude Vos, appears at the input 32b of amplifier 
A4. When the integrator output voltage VC is rising, the 
node E voltage is - VR, and the magnitudes of the 
reference and offset error voltages VR and Vos, respec 
tively, are subtracted to reduce the time interval for the 
first half cycle of the output wave. However, after the 
voltage at node E is changed to +VR, and the reference 
and offset error voltages VR and VOS, respectively, are 
added, the time interval for the second half cycle is 
increased by approximately the same amount of time as 
the decrease in the first half cycle. Thus, the total inte 
gration error due to error sources 75 and 72 is averaged 
out over the entire cycle and essentially has no effect 
upon the duration of total time interval T (see FIG. 1) 
required for one cycle of the output frequency. If IB 
equals zero, and VOB is neglected, the output frequency 
f is given by the expression: 

If (Vos/VR)2 is much less than 1, the frequency is 
essentially independent of the offset voltage Vos. For 
example, if the reference voltage has a magnitude VR of 
5 volts and if the offset error voltage Vos has a magni 
tude of about 10 millivolts, then the (1-Vos/VR) 
term has a value of about 0.999996, or about 0.0004% 
error. Conversion accuracy of better than 1 percent can 
thus be obtained even with operation amplifiers having 
relatively high values of effort error voltage. A typical 
low-cost operational amplifier, such as the u A741 and 
the like, has a maximum offset error voltage of E5 
millivolts, which is even less than the 10 millivolt exam 
ple hereinabove. Similarly, the effect of the sensor net 
work output error voltage VOB, due to offset error 
voltages in the operational amplifiers A2 and A3 of the 
sensor network, is also averaged out during a complete 
cycle, in manner similar to the averaging of A4 amplifier 
offset error voltage source 75. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, a power supply 80 for pro 
viding operating potentials of magnitudes tV and ref 
erence potentials of magnitudes +VR, is shown. Power 
supply circuit 80 is itself provided with operational 
potential, of magnitude Vix, from a source 82 having its 
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anode connected through the light-emitting-diode 84 
portion of an optoelectronics coupler 85, to a first termi 
nal X of the power supply circuit. Source 32 has its 
cathode connected to a second terminal Y of the power 
supply circuit. Advantageously, the source-LED cir 
cuit may be connected to terminals X and Y by a pair of 
wires which may be several hundred feet long, whereby 
source 82 and coupler 85 may be located adjacent to 
apparatus (not shown), such as a microprocessor (u P) 
and the like, which receives the variable-frequency 
output from coupler 85, while the resistance-bridge to 
frequency converter circuit 10 and the associated 
power supply circuit 80 are located adjacent to sensor 
11 at the remote location at which the physical parame 
ter in to be monitored. 
Power supply circuit 80 includes a filter capacitor C1 

connected between input terminals X and Y for filtering 
noise and other extraneous signals picked up the rela 
tively long wire runs between the source-coupler and 
power supply circuits. Terminals X and Y are respec 
tively connected to positive and negative operating 
potential buses 80x and 80y, from which the positive 
and negative converter operating potentials --V and 
-V are respectively obtained. A third comparator 88 
(COMP. 3) has a positive supply terminal 88a and a 
negative supply terminal 88b, respectively connected to 
buses 88x and 88y. A first COMP. 3 input 88c is con 
nected to the output frequency terminal F, of converter 
circuit 10, through a resistor 90 of resistance R3. A 
second COMP. 3 input terminal 88d is connected to 
virtual-ground terminal G. Comparator output 88e is 
connected to positive operating potential bus 80x 
through a resistor 92 of magnitude R4. 

In series, from positive operating potential bus 80x to 
negative operating potential bus 80y, is: a first resistance 
94, having a resistance R5; a zener diode 96, having its 
anode connected to resistor 94; and a second resistor 98 
of resistance value R6. In series across zener diode 96 is 
a third resistor 100 having a resistance R7 and a fourth 
resistance 102, having a resistance R8. The positive 
reference voltage (+VR) is obtained at the junction 
between resistors 94 and 100, at the anode of Zener 96, 
while the negative reference potential (-VR) is ob 
tained at the junction between resistors 98 and 102, at 
the cathode of zener 96. A pair of filter capacitors C2 
and C3 are respectively connected between the junc 
tions of resistors 94 and 100 and resistors 98 and 102 and 
the respective positive and negative operating potential 
buses 80x and 80y, respectively. The junction between 
resistors 100 and 103 is also connected to the non-invert 
ing input 105a of a fifth operational amplifier 105. An 
inverting input 105b of the fifth operational amplifier 
A5 is connected to the amplifier output 105c, whereby 
amplifier A5 acts as a unity-gain voltage follower with 
the voltage at amplifier output 105c, connected to virtu 
al-ground terminal G, being essential equal to the volt 
age at the junction between resistances 100 and 102. 
Amplifier A5 has its positive supply terminal 105d and 
its negative supply terminal 105e respectively con 
nected to positive and negative operating potential 
buses 80x and 80y. Another pair of filter capacitors C4 
and C5 are connected from amplifier output 105c to the 
respective positive and negative operating potential 
buses. It will be seen that, if resistors 100 and 102 are of 
equal, fixed value, the voltage at the junction therebe 
tween is the virtual-ground voltage and the voltage 
across each of resistors 100 and 102, which voltages are 
the positive and negative reference voltages, are equal 
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8 
to each other and to one-half of the zener voltage of 
Zener diode 96. The Zener voltage is less than the volt 
age between supply rails 80x and 80y, e.g. the source 
voltage V, whereby each of the positive and negative 
operating potentials --V and -V is equal to one-half 
the voltage between power supply circuit terminals X 
and Y, which operating potentials are greater in magni 
tude than the magnitude of the positive and negative 
reference voltages +VR and -VR. 

In operation, COMP. 3 compares the parameter 
dependent frequency waveform, having peaks of HV, 
to the virtual-ground voltage at input 88d. Thus, the 
comparator is turned on for each positive half-cycle and 
off for each negative half-cycle of the converted fre 
quency waveform. The comparator draws a pulse of 
current, of magnitude i, from positive input terminal 88a 
to negative return terminal 88b, during each positive 
half-cycle. The pulse of current flows from source 82 
through the light-emitting diode 84 of the coupler and 
produces a change in the intensity of light emitted from 
LED 84 during each positive half-cycle, whereby the 
associated phototransistor 86 of the optical coupler is 
turned on and draws current through its load 87. The 
magnitude of the coupled output voltage Vout is at a 
relatively low value during the positive half-cycle of 
the parameter-sensing frequency waveform and is at a 
high value during each negative half-cycle of that 
waveform, whereby the waveform of the output volt 
age has the same frequency as the frequency fat resist 
ance-bridge to frequency converter output terminal F. 
While the present invention has been described with 

respect to one presently preferred embodiment thereof, 
many modifications and variations will now become 
apparent to those skilled in the art. It is my intention, 
therefore, to be limited only by the scope of the impend 
ing claims and not by the specific details recited herein. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A circuit for converting the magnitude of a sensed 

physical parameter to the periodic frequency of a wave 
form, comprising: 

a sensor having first through fourth terminals and 
having an equivalent electrical resistance appear 
ing between each pair of said terminals, which 
resistance varies proportional to the magnitude of 
the physical parameter to be sensed; 

means connected to the first and second terminals of 
said sensor for providing a current flow of an es 
sentially constant magnitude through the resis 
tances of said sensor; 

means connected to the third and fourth terminals of 
said sensor for generating a first voltage having a 
magnitude proportional to the magnitude of the 
physical parameter sensed by said sensor; and 

means for converting said first voltage to said wave 
form having a frequency substantially proportion 
ally to the magnitude of said sensed physical pa 
rameter, including first and second reference po 
tential sources, having essentially identical magni 
tudes and opposite polarities; 

means having first and second inputs respectively 
receiving said first voltage and a second voltage for 
integrating, with respective to time, the sum of the 
first and second voltages to provide an output volt 
age; 

comparative means receiving said first and second 
reference potentials and said output voltage of said 
integrating means for providing first or second 
signals when the output voltage of said integrating 
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means is equal to said first or second reference 
potentials, respectively; and 

means for connecting said first or second reference 
potential to a common node, at which said second 
voltage appears with polarity selected to reverse 
the integration direction of said integrating means, 
responsive respectively to the generation of said 
comparing means first or second signal; 

each of said first and second signals periodically alter 
nating in polarity at a frequency substantially pro 
portional to said first voltage; one of said first and 
second signals being said waveform. 

2. The converter circuit of claim 1, wherein said 
comparing means includes a first comparator having 
first and second input terminals respectively receiving 
said first reference potential and said integrating means 
output voltage, and having an output at which said first 
signal appears responsive to the voltages at said first 
comparator input terminals being equal; and 

a second comparator having first and second input 
terminals respectively receiving said second refer 
ence potential and said integrating means output 
voltage, and having an output at which said second 
signal appears responsive to the voltages at said 
second comparator input terminals being equal. 

3. The converter circuit of claim 3, further compris 
ing a bistable storage circuit having first and second 
inputs respectively receiving said first and second sig 
nals from said first and second comparators, and having 
a first output which is set and reset, and a second output 
which is reset and set, responsive respectively to the 
presence of said first and second signals. 

4. The converter circuit of claim 3, wherein said 
bistable circuit comprises a pair of cross-coupled logic 
gates, each having an input receiving a different one of 
said first and second signals. 

5. The converter circuit of claim 4 further comprising 
switch means receiving said first and second reference 
potentials and the set signals from said bistable means 
first and second outputs for coupling one of said first 
and second reference potentials to said integrating 
means second input responsive to the presence of a 
respective one of said first and second signals from said 
first and second comparators. 

6. The converter circuit of claim 1, wherein said 
integrating means includes a virtual ground; an opera 
tional amplifier having a first input connected to said 
virtual ground, a second input and an output at which 
said integrating means output voltage appears; an inte 
gration capacitance connected between said operational 
amplifier second input and said operational amplifier 
output; and first and second input resistances each hav 
ing one terminal connected to said operational amplifier 
second input and receiving at their remaining terminals 
respectively said first voltage and the alternating polar 
ity reference potentials at said common node. 

7. The converter circuit of claim 1, wherein said 
current flow providing means includes an operational 
amplifier having an input connected to said first sensor 
terminal and an output connected to said second sensor 
terminal; and a resistance element having a first terminal 
connected to said amplifier input and a second terminal 
connected to said common node to receive said alter 
nating polarity first and second reference potentials; the 
magnitude of said resistance and said essentially identi 
cal magnitudes of said first and second reference poten 
tials establishing the magnitude of said essentially con 
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10 
stant magnitude current flow through said sensor resis 
tances. 

8. The converter circuit of claim 1, wherein said first 
voltage generating means comprises an amplifier means, 
having first and second inputs respectively connected to 
said third and fourth terminals of said sensor and having 
an output, for providing said first voltage at said ampli 
fier means output responsive to the difference between 
a voltage at said sensor third terminal and a voltage at 
said sensor fourth terminal. 

9. The converter circuit of claim 8, wherein said 
amplifier means comprises a first operational amplifier 
having a first input connected to said sensor third termi 
nal, a second input and an output; 

a second operational amplifier having a first input 
connected to said sensor fourth terminal, a second 
input and an output at which said first voltage 
appears; 

first and second resistances of essentially equal mag 
nitude and respectively connected between said 
first operational amplifier second input and a vir 
tual ground, and between said second operational 
amplifier second input and output; and 

third and fourth resistances of essentially equal mag 
nitudes and respectively connected between said 
first operational amplifier second input and output, 
and between said first operational amplifier output 
and said second operational amplifier second input. 

10. The converter circuit of claim 9, wherein said first 
and second resistance elements have a magnitude RE, 
said third and fourth resistance elements have a magni 
tude RD, said sensor third terminal has a voltage thereat 
of magnitude V1 and said sensor fourth terminal has a 
voltage thereat of magnitude V2; said amplifier provid 
ing said first voltage substantially equal to 
(1+(RE/RD))(V1-V2). 

11. The converter circuit of claim 1, further compris 
ing a source of converter circuit operating potential at a 
location remote from said converter; and wherein said 
first and second reference potential sources are con 
nected to said converter circuit operating potential 
SOC. 

12. The converter circuit of claim 11 wherein said 
first and second reference potential sources include: 
means energized by said converter circuit operating 
potential source for generating an essentially constant 
voltage; and a pair of series-connected resistance ele 
ments connected in parallel across said essentially con 
stant voltage generating means; the junction between 
said series-connected resistance elements forming a 
virtual ground for said converter circuit and said first 
and second reference voltages appearing, with respect 
to said virtual ground, at the resistance elements termi 
nals furthest from said virtual ground. 

13. The converter circuit of claim 12, further includ 
ing a source follower buffer having an input connected 
to the junction between said resistance elements and an 
output connected to the virtual ground of said con 
verter circuit. 

14. The converter circuit of claim 11, further com 
prising means receiving the output of said first voltage 
converting means for drawing, from said converter 
circuit operating potential source, a pulse of current 
once during each cycle of the output frequency of said 
converter circuit waveform; and means in series be 
tween said pulse current drawing means and said con 
verter circuit operating potential source for providing a 
digital output representative of the frequency of said 
current pulses. 
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