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STIFFENER FOR BRIEF CASES AND THE LIKE. 

Application filed October 7, 1924. Serial No. 742,131. 
This invention relates to an improved 

stiffening bar and handle Securing means 
and is adapted for use on articles having a 
somewhat flexible top to which the handle 
is connected and the articles on which the 
bar is most frequently used are brief cases. 
The invention provides a bar that is in 

one piece and has loops to receive the handle 
or the D-rings of the handle and which is 
held in position by the formation of the 
loops which are pushed up through slits in 
the top of the brief case and the material 
of the case presses on the loops to force the 
bar up against the inside or lower face of 
the top of the brief case. The device also 
is used for holding a covering for the loops 
in place and taut without any adhesive or 
any mechanical means other than that pro 
vided by the conformation of the loops of 
the bar. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawing in which Figure 1 is a view 
of the upper part of a brief case with a por 
tion thereof shown in section and illustrat 
ing the improved stiffenerbal in place. Fig 
ure 2 is an enlarged top view of the bar and 
part of the case and with the handle de 
tached. Figure 3 is a plan of a blank for 
covering the loop when desired. Figure 4 
is a perspective view of one end of the bar 
and with a modified form of end. 
The drawing shows a conventional brief 

care 10 with the usual top 11 which is a fold 
of leather closing over the open top of the 
receptacle part of the case. The handle 12 
and the E-rings 13 can be of the conven 
tional type. 
The stiffener bar 14 is of fairly thick 

metal and is stiff enough to carry the usual 
load of a brief case. The bar is provided 
with loops 15 which are bent up from the 
bar and are large enough at their ends to 
loosely receive the D-rings 13. The loops 
15 have narrow neck portions 16 and the 
loops are forced up through slits 17 in the 
top 11 of the briefcase. The leather is stiff 
enough to bear tightly against the necks 
16 of the loops and as these convergeto 
ward the bar the compression of the leather 

at the sides of the slit has a constant tend 
ency to force the bar tightly against the 
under face of the top 11. When so pressed 
the bar has its loops projected well out of 
the top to receive the D-rings or to receive 
the handle direct if desired. 
The loops can be exposed but it is usually 

desirable to have them covered and for this 
purpose we provide strips 18 which are as 
wide as the bar and as long as the outside face of the loops beyond the bar. The strips 
18 are put in place before the cover 11 is 
forced over the loops so that the edges of 
the slits force the strips tightly and smooth 
ly over the loops and keep them taut after 
Ward. The strips 18 are usually provided 
with transverse end pieces 19, which form 
locks to prevent the strips 18 riding up on 
the loops if the slits 17 are slightly oversize 
through wear. 
The bar can be stiffened by ribs 20 thereon 

which are preferably located on the ends 21 
that extend beyond the loops toward the 
ends of the top 11. 
We claim : 
1. In a carrier with a flexible top having 

Spaced slits, a stiffener bar extending to ap 
proximately the ends of the top and having 
substantially closed integral spaced loops 
formed thereon and extending through the 
slits in the top whereby the pressure of the 
sides of the slits against the outside lower 
faces of the loops holds the bar against the 
underside of the top, the loops forming 
lineans for Securing the ends of a handle. 

2. In a carrier with a top of limited flexi 
bility, a stiffener bar having loops with nar 
row necks extending therefrom, H-shaped 
strips with their cross bars over the loops, 
the top of the carrier having slits to go over 
the loops and the cross bars of the strips 
whereby the strips are held taut on the loops 
and the bar is held against the inside face 
of the top. 
In testimony that we claim the foregoing, 

we have hereto set our hands, this 17th day 
of September, 1924. 

CHARLES WINKLER. 
WM. H. BITTNER. 
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