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To all whom L may concern:

Be it known that I, GEorGE . HOEFFER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a new and useful Rail-
Joint FFastener; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a clear, full, and exact descrip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the accom-
panying drasings, forming part of this speci-
fication. )

Like letters and figures refer to like parts
wherever they occur. »

My invention relates to an improvement in
rail-joint fasteners for connecting rails of ail
kinds in a quick, cheap, and substantial man-
ner; and its object is to obtain such a con-
straction and combination of the locker rods
and rails that a juncture may be accurately,
quiekly, and durably effected without the aid
of plates, nuts, bolts, or screws; to which
end it consists in the combination, with a four-
armed perforated locker, of two face - bored
rails, holding in said bores the ends of rods
passing through the perforations of said locker.

In the drawings, Figure 1 indicates vertical
front or face end elevations of two rails, A A,
each of which hias two bores, b b, of sufficient
diameter and depth to admit freely the ends
of the respective rods shown in Fig. 2. Fig.
2 indicates two ordinary rods, ¢ ¢, made of
wrought-iron, steel, or other suitable metal.
Fig.3 indicates the locker G, made of wrought-

" irou, steel, or other suitable metal, having
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four arms, d d d d, of desired length, and of
shape and width so as to fit snogly into the
recesses 2 n (see Iig. 1) of therails. The body
P of the locker is in height equal to the height
of the rail, and its extreme upper and lower
parts conform in shape and size, respectively,
to those of the rails. Said body P has also

two perforations, & and k, for the reception and
passage of the rods ¢ ¢, and are, when the rails
are slipped into the arms of thie locker, on a
horizountal line with the bores b b in the face
end of the rails. Fig. 4 indicates two rails
joined by devices embodying my invention.

The fastener is constructed and the juncture
of the rails is effected as follows: Having
passed the rods ¢ ¢ into their respective perfo-
rations 4 and k of the locker, so that the ends
of said rods project equally distant from both
sides thereof, slip the rails into the arms d d
d d of the locker up to the body P, passing
the projecting ends of said rods into the bores
b b of the rails. Then spike the locker and the
rails to the ties.

The advantages of my invention are, first,
that the fastener securesan accurate, close, and
darable connection of the rails; second, that
it does not interfere with either the contrac-
tion or the expansion of the rails; and, third,
that the sameis quickly attached, saving time,
labor, and expense.

Having described iny invention, what I claim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. The locker G, composed of the four arms
d d d d and the body P, with the perforations &
and k, in combination with the rods or dowel-
pins ¢ ¢, substantially as aud for the purpose
stated.

2. The locker G, with perforations 2 and k
and arms d d d d, in combination with the rods
¢ ¢ and the face-bored rails A A, substantially
as shown and described.

GEORGE F. HOEFFER.
Witnesses: .
Linus C. RuTH,
CHAS. H, HEINE,
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