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JAMES P. JOHNSON, OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS.

VEHICLE-TONGUE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letfers Patent No, 469,838, dated March 1, 1892,
Application filed September 9, 1891, Serial No. 405,199, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern.: _

Be it known that I, JAMES P. JOHNSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Spring-
field, in the county of Sangamon and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Ve-
hicle-Tongue, of which the following'is a speci-
fication.

The invention relates to improvements in

. vehicle-tongues.
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The object of the present invention is to

provide a simple and inexpensive vehicle-
tongueadapted to bereadily adjusted toadapt
itself to vehicles of different widths.
- The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
viewof a vehicle-tongue construected in aceord-
ance with thisinvention. Fig. 2 is a vertical
longitudinal sectional view. Fig. 3 is a re-
verse plan view, partly in section. Fig.4 isa
detail perspective view of the front ends of
the bars. TFig. 5 is a similar view of the clip-
plate. '

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding partsin all the tigures of the draw-
ings.

1designates a vehicle-tongue having its rear
end secured in a box 2, and thereby connected
with the front ends of curved rearwardly-

diverging bars 3, which are provided at their

rear ends with eyes adapted to be secured to
an axle by the ordinary couplings. The box
2 is constructed of suitable metal, and has its
rear end 4 forked. It has the rear end of the
tongue secured in its front portion by trans-
verse bolts 5, and the bars 3 are secured in the
rear forked portion 4 and are adapted to be
adjusted forward and rearward to deecrease
and increase the distance between their eyes
6 to adapt the tongue or pole 1 to vehicles of
different widths. The front end of the box is
slotted at 7, so that the sides may be spread
to receive a larger pole or tongue than the
one shown. :

The front end of the bars 3 are approxi-

mately parallel and are connected by an in-
tegral portion 8, and they have their lower
faces roughened or serrated at 10, and are
adapted to be engaged by a slotted plate 11,

which has its upper face 12 similarly rough-
ened or serrated, and is secured to the box by
vertical bolts 13, arranged in the slot 14 of
the said plate. By this construction the bars

3 may be readily secured at any adjustment.

Further, to secure the bars in the box the
forked portions 4 are provided at their ends
with lugs 13, éxtending inward under the
bars and retaining them in the box. The bars
are connected near their rear ends by side
braces 16, which have their front ends flat-
tened and secured by the transverse boits 5,
and their rear ends are attached to the bars
by bolts 17, which also serve as means for se-
curing loops 18. Theloops 18 are constructed
of cast metal,and are provided with perforated

‘flanges arranged between the bars and the

braces, and they serve as means for connecting
the stay-straps with' the whiffletrees. (Both
not shown.) The transverse bolts 5 pass
throngh slots 19 in the sides of the casing,
whereby the braces may be readily adjusted
on the casing to bring the parts in proper
position.

The pivot-pin 20 passes through a suitable
opening in the casing and the pole or tongue,
and is supported in the usual manner by a
brace 21 and is designed to secure suitable
whiffletrees to the box.

The pole-eyes 6 have their front ends bifur-
cated and are pivoted by bolts 22 or the like
to the rear ends 23 of the bars 3, which rear
ends are reduced, whereby the eyes are adapt-
ed to swing on the bars to permit a greater
adjustment and to enable them to fit squarely
in the axle-clips of a vehicle.

From the foregoing description and the ac-
companying drawings the construction,opera-
tion, and advantages will be readily under-
stood.

What I claim is—

1. The combination of a tongue, a casing re-
ceiving the tongue and having its rear end
forked, the diverging bars having their rear
ends provided with eyesand haviang theirfront
ends arranged within the box and adapted to
be moved longitudinally therein to spread or
contract the eyes, and means for securing the
bars in the box, substantially as deseribed.

2. The combination of a tongue, a casing re-
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ceiving the same and having its rear end

forked, the diverging bars arranged in the
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forked part of the casing, the slotted plate ar-
ranged on the lower face of the bars, and bolts
passing through the casing and the slot of
the plate and clamping the latter against the
bars, substantially as described.

3. The combination of a tongue, a casing se-

cured to the same and having its rear end |

forked and provided with lugs, the diverging
barsarranged within the casingand connected
attheirfront endsand having theirlowerfaces
roughened, the slotted plate having its upper
face roughened, and bolts arranged in the slot
of the plate and clamping the latter against
the bars, substantially as deseribed.

4. The combination of a tongue, a box se-
cured to the tongue, diverging bars having
theirfront ends connected to the box, the side
braces secured to the box and’ the bars, and
the stay-strap loops provided with flanges se-
cured between the rear ends of the braces and’
the bars, substantially as described.

5. The combination of the tongue, a box re-
ceiving the same and provided in its sides
with 'slots and having its top slotted at the
front end, the diverging bars having their
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front ends arranged in the box, the side braces
having their rear ends secured to the bars, and
the transverse bolts passing through the slots
in the sides of the box and securing the front
ends of the braces to the same, substantially

~as described,

6. The combination of the tongue, a box re-
ceiving the same and provided in its sides

‘with slots, whereby it is capable of a limited

longitudinal adjustment on the tongue, the
diverging bars having their front ends ar-
ranged in and adjustably secured to the box,
the side braces having their rear ends secured
to the bars, and the transverse bolts passing
through the front ends of the braces and
through the tongue and arranged in the slots
of the box, substattially as described. -~

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

: JAMES P. JOHNSON.

Witnesses:
JAMES P. SARVER,
JouN L. WHITCOMB.
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