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This invention relates to improvements in
illuminated plates bearing characters such
as names or numbers, and 1t is the principal
object of my invention to provide such a piate

& at the front of a casing equipped with means
for allowing a ready and convenient endwise
removal and exchange of the plate.

It is a well known fact that the reading of
house numbers or names, particularly on

10 dark streets, or in dark halls or vestibules is
extremely difficult and it is the object of my
invention to overcome this disadvantage.

Another object of my invention is the pro-
vision of a housing, the front wall of which

15 is formed by a plate of translucent material
bearing suitable characters adapted to be il-
luminated from the rear.

A further object of my invention is the
provision of an illuminated plate bearing

20 characters and forming the front wall of a
casing equipped with air openings in its bot-
tom, and suitable fastening means cut out of
the material of the casing and bent out of the
plane of the rear wall thereof for allowing

25 5 fastening of the casing and plate to a
straight or inclined support.

A still further object of my invention is
the making of one of the end walls of the
casing bearing the illuminated plate remov-

30 able, by equipping the same with a latch
adapted to engage a strap and holder socket
formed with the end wall to keep the same
normally closed but allowing a convenient
opening for the endwise insertion of the name
plate.

It will be evident that I may use my name
plate with good advantage as an automobile
license plate also.

40 These and other objects and advantages of
my invention, will become more fully known
as the description thereof proceeds, and wiil
then be specifically defined in the appended
claim,

45  In the accompanying drawings forming a
material part of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 1s a longitudinal section through a
number plate constructed according to my in-
vention, the section being taken cn line 1-—1

50 of Figure 2.

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the number
plate.

Fig. 3 1s an end view thereof.

Fig. 4 is a rear view of the plate.

Fig. 5 is a cross-section on line 5—5 of
Figure 2.

Kigs. 6 and 7 illustrate some of the forms
of securing the name plate to various sup-
ports.

As illustrated, the number, name or li-
cense plate according to my invention com-
prises a casing or housing 10 the front edges
of the material of which are erimped or bent
upon themselves to form guides 11, 12, 13,
and 14 for the guidance and support of a
name or number plate 15 of translucent ma-
terial, preferably milk glass bearing on its
outer face a name or number 16 preferably in
black characters.

At one end the casing wall is equipped with
a socket 17 for a lamp 18, and a cord or cable
19 connects the lamp with a source of elec-
tricity.

The bottom of the casing is provided with
two sets of air holes 20, 21, each comprising a
plurality of such holes, and the rear wall has
a number of flaps 22 cut out of the material
of the housing and bent out of its plane.
Lach flap is provided with an opening 23,
allewing the passage of the means 24 for
fastening the housing to a support 25 having
either a straight front face as shown in Fig-
ure § or an inclined face as illustrated in
Figure 7.

As shown in Figure 3 the guide flange 12
is integrally made with a plate 26 having
a downwardly directed latch 27 formed with
its inner end adapted to pass through a strap
28 and engaging with its end a holder socket
29.

The operation and practical use of my in-
vention will be entirely clear from the above
description and simultaneous inspection of
the drawings, and it will be evident, that by
sliding the latch 27 out of engagement with
its socket 29 and strap 28, end flange 12 can
be removed from the housing and allow the
endwise insertion of a name or number plate
while the flaps 22 will allow an attachment of
the housing to any support having either a
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straight or inclined front face. The air
holes in the bottom will present ventilation
means, and the glass plate will be securely
held in its guide flanges allowing its endwise
removal and exchange.

It will be understood that I have deseribed
and shown the preferred form of my device
only, and that I may make such changés
therein as come. within the scope of the ap-
pended claim without departure from my in-
vention. o

Having thus described my invention what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is: . .

.In a. casing or housing for guiding and
holdinga translucent plate bearing charac-
ters, a lamp socket.and lamp in said housing
for 1lluminating said plate, the top and bot-
tom walls and one end wall of said housing
provided with channels at the front for hold-
1ng. three edges of said translucent plate, a
closure plate having a channel receiving the
fourth edge of said translucent plate, a guide

_ strap and socket on one end wall of said hous-
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ing, a lateh formed with said closure plate
adapted to engage with said strap and said
socket, and means for attaching said housing
to a support.. .. . ,

In witness whereof T have signed my name

to this specification.
HANS KOCH.



