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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
EUILDING USER MEDRIA LISTS

Cross Reference To Related Application

This applicaticon ¢laims the benefit of United
States Provisional Application No. 60/23%,523 filed
Dgtober 11, 2000, which is hersby incorporated by

refergnce heresin in iis entirety.

Background of the Invention

This invention relates to systems and methcds
for allowing users of media to build lists of desired
media.,

Users of televison programming, videc-on-

demand programming, pay-per-view programming, Internet

.web sites and other systems are exposed to a wide

variety of promotions, advertisements (including banner
type advertisements), trailers, preducts, or other on-
screen content or on-screen features for promoting,
narketing, or describing programming, Internet Web
sites, channels, cr otherwise indicaring media for user
access., While watching television, users may, for
example, se¢ commercials or cther promotions for media
on a regular television channel, on a passive gulde
television channel, on a barker channel, on an
interactive program guide display {or cther intearactive

television application display), on an Internet Web

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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site, or on other types of wiswal dispiay. Typically,
while surfing Internst Web sites, users may see
advertisements for other Web sltes and other Web
content. Additionally, users may cbtain information
about preoducts theat may be shown as part of the normal
course of action in movies, television shows or
Programming .

In known conventional systems, it is
difficult for users to later find and access such
promotional materials subsequent to the criginal

-presantation of the promotional material. For example,

a user whe is in the midst of searching for a
particular channel may ncetice an advertisement for a
movie that the user may wish to purchase on a pay-per-—
view channel at a future time. To access information
on the pay-per-view movie, the nser way need to abandon
the current search for the channel which may cause the
user to leose track of the progress in the search.

Thus, branching to different advertisements or
promoticns in such known systems may typically result
in a number of different branches being pursued that

are never successiully completed.

Moracver, known conventional systems have
been deficient in providing users with a system for
building & media list in which users are provided with
a methed to store a list of opportunities of interest,
and to view the information related to the
opportunities at a later time.

Summery of the Inventign

In accordance with the principles cof the
prasent invention, medis list building systems and
methods may be provided in which media may be tagged,
listed, and subsequently accessed.

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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These systems and methods may provide media
lisT building capabilities. Media indicators may be
presented to users to promote particular media to
users. Media indicators may be advertisaments
{including mektatag-linked type advertisemenis),
promotions, commercials, programming embedded
merchandise, trailers, on-screen features of
applications, etc. Media indicators may promote a
variety of media including television prograﬁming,
video-on-demand programming, pay-per-view programming
Web sites, and other types of media, TUsers may tag the
media associated with media indicaters for ipclusion in
& megia list.

Tagging may be accomplished by a user input
device such as a remote control. Asscciation of the
media with the media indicator may be based on data in
the wertical blanking interwval, in the in-band data
stream, by indicators within Web applications, or by
other methods. For instance, the azsociation may alse
be based on schedule information provided from an
glactronic program guide. In this instance, when a
user tags a media indicator, the program guide may

‘determine the specific medla association baged on, for

example, the current time and gurrent channel.
Additicnally, metatag linking mav be used for media
indicater association.

Tagging of media may occur without
interruption of current display activity. There may
be an indication that the media has besen tagged.

A user may later access a list of tagged
media and subssguently make selections from the list
for viewing. Targeted advertisements promoting media
in the same category as media on the list or in a
related category may be provided. In one embodiment, a

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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praviaw or trailer that is associated with the media
may bhe stored and optionally accessed at a later time.
In ancther embodiment, the system may aupport lists for
multiple users,

In yet ancother empodiment, when the user
selects a media listing, the system may determine the
availability of the media. If the media is
unavallable, the system may provide a user with an
indication of the unavailability of the media and
provide the user with an opportunity to keep that media
on the list. When the mediz later becomes available,
the user may be notified of the availability for
subsequent access. JIf available, the user may be
provided with an opportunity to watch, record, set a
reminder, or take other action related to the media,

Brief Description of the Drawings

The principles and advantages of the
invention will become apparent upon reading the
following detailed description and upon refersnce to
the drawings in which:

R FIG. 1 is a block diagram iliustrating an
‘embodinent of a user media list building system in
accordance with the preaent invention;

FIG. 2 is an illustrative flow chart for an
embodiment of the user media list building system in
accordance with the present invention:

¥IG. 3a is a representation of a display
illustration of a typical Webk page advertisement
superimposed cn a Web page that may be provided te
users in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 3b is a representation of a display
illustration of a typical pay-per-view related reglen
superimposed over a cable television signal that may be

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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provided to nsers in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 3c is & representation of a display
illustration of a promotional videc clip that may he
provided fo users in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 3d is a representation of a display
illustratiecn of a guidance application menu that may be
provided to users in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG., 4 is & representation of 2 display
illustration of a display involved in requesting the
addition of media to a media list in accordance with
the present invention) )

FIG. 5 is a representation of a display

.illustration af a setup choice menge that may be

provided to users in accordance with the present
invention; '

FIG. & i1s a representation of a display
illustration of a user profile choice menu that may be
provided to users in accordance with the present
invention:

FIG. 7 is a representation of a display
illustration of a user choice selection menu thabt may
be provided to users in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG, 8 is a representatlon of & display
illustration for requesting media addition for a
selected user in accordance with the present invention;

FiIG. 9 is =z representatiecn of a display
illustration of a media list user choice menu that may
be provided to users in accordance with the present

invention;

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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FIG. 10 15 a representation of a display
illustration of a media list with preview option that
may be provided to users in accerdance with the present
inventicon:

FIG. 11 ig a representation of a display
illustration of a pay-per-view choice menu that may be
provided to users in accordance with the present
invention:

FiG. 12 is a representation of a display
illustration of a notification of media unavailability
that may be provided to users in accordance with the
praesent inventicn;

FIG. 13 is a representation of a displaj
illustration of a notice of media availabiiity that may
be provided to users in accordance with the present
invention; !

FIG. 14 is a representation of z dieplay
illustration of a telewvision scresn with embedded
product informaticn that may be provided to users in
accordance with the present invention; and

FIG. 15 is a representation of a display
illustration of a display screen that may bes provided
in accordance with the present invention.

While the invention will ke described in
connection with a preferred embodiment, it will be
understood that it is not intended to limit the
invention to that embodiment. On the contrary, it is
intended to cover all alternmatives, medificatlons and
equivelents as may be included within the spirit and
scope of ithe invention as defined by the appended

claims.

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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Detailed Description

B system such as illustrative system 10 of
FIG. 1 may be provided for building, presenting, and
accessing media lists. With reference now to FIG. 1,
system 10 may include a media distribution facility 11
that provides media indicaters, which can inglude
program listings, promations, advertisements {including
banner type), trailers, and other marketing materials
from media indicator scurce 12. The media distribution
facility 11 may also provide media indicater data,
There may be multiple media distribution facilities il
and multiple media indiecator sources 12, bub only a
single one of each is shown to avoid over—complicating °
the drawings.

communications link 13 may be provided
between media distribution facility 11 and user
egquipment 14. Communications link 13 may, for example,
be a satellite link, a telephons network link, 2 cable
or fiber optic link, a microwave link, a radio
frequency link, an Internet link, a data-over-cable
sarvice Interface specification link, a combination of
such links, or any other suitable communications link.

‘communications link 13 may carry digital

communications, analeg communications, or combinations
thereof. Video and data signals may be transmitted
over link 313, Media distribution facility 11 or media
indicator scurce 12 may include, for example, suitable
trapsmissicn equipment for distributing media indicator
data that identifies the media associated with a media
indicator. In one approach, media indicators and/or
media indicarer data may be distributed in the vertical
blinking interwal of television signals. In another

approach, media indicators and/or media indicator data
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may be provided in an in-band data stream asscciated
with a digital channel.

In still another suvitable aspproach, the
indicators and/cr indicator data may be determined
based on a programming schedule. Schedule information
way be provided from an electronic program guide, When
& user tags a media indicator, the media associated
with the tagged media indicator may be detevmined based
on schedule information (e&.q., the time and the channel
tc which the user is tuned). For media indicators and
data within software applications, such as the Internet
applications, the application may associate screen
elements with media using, for example, media
identifiers.

Media indicater date from the media
digtribution facility 11 may be received by control
circuitry equipment 15 of user equipment 14. The
functions of control circuitry eguipment 15 may be
provided by a set-top hox, & personal ccmputer, or
other equipment. If desired, a compination of such
equipment may be used.

Uger equipment 14 may include communications

device 16 for supperting communications between media

distribution facility 11, media indicator socurce 12,
and user equipment 14. Communications device 16 may be
2 modem (e.g., any suitable analog or digital standard,
cellular or cable modem), & network interface card
{@.9., an Erhernet Card, taoken ring card, etc.}, or
other suiltable communications device.

The usfer eguipment 14 may also includs
memory 17, Memory 17 may be any electronic memery or
other storage device, such as random access Nemory
(REM) , flash memory, & hard disk drive, or comblnation
of such devices, etc., that is suitable for storing

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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medla list building application instructions and media
list data.

Uger eqguipment 14 may include video
recorder 9 which may be a video cassebte recozder, a
digitel wvideo recorder, a personal video recorder such
as TiVoe, or other snitable recorder.

A usger ilnteracts with user equipmen:t 12
through ipput device 18. The input device 18 may be a
peinting device, s wireless remote control, a kevboard
2 touch-pad, & voice recognition system, or any other
suitable user input device. To access the functions of
the medla list bullding system, Input device 18 may be
used te instruct the system to gensrate nmedia list
menus for display on display device 19.

Computer acceptable instructions for
providing media list building and qeneratidq
functionality may be implementaed in various ways.

Media list building application instructions or updates
to those instructions may be transmitted over
communications link 13 for storage in memory 17 for uvssa
by control circuitry equipment 15. If desired, media
list application instructions may be installed in
‘control circultry eguipment 1% at the time of equipment
manufacture or ypon initial setup. O©Other ways of
loading such instructions may also be used. Such
functionality as described herein may be implemented as
rart of or separate from an interactive television
program quide application. Such instructions and/or
functionality may be implemented on control circuitry
equipment 15, on media distribution facility 11, or
implemented using both control circuitry equipment 15
and media distribution facility 11 or egquipment in
other locations.

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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Display device 1% may be coperably coupled fo
control circuitry egquipment 15. Display device 1% may
be a television set, a monitor, or other display device
that is capable of presenting audiovisuals received
from control circuitry eguipment 15. Media
distribution facility 11 may be a television
digtribution facility (e.g., & headend, a television
broadcast statien, etec.), a distribution faczility for
providing Internet content, etc. Media distribution
facility 11 may include a server for presenting media
and/or wedia indicators.

FIG. 2 depicts one embodiment of an
illustrative proceess 20 for building and nsing media
lists., TFIG. 2 depicts an illustrative flow chart which
represents at a functional level a control program
sxecutable through hardware and/or software of control
circuitry eguipment 15 (FIG. }} (possibly in
combination with other circuitry, for example, the
media distribution facility Ll1l). The process may
include receiving a media indicator (step 21}
presenting the media indicator te be observed by a user
{step 22}, designafing media for inclusien in a list
‘{step 23), optionally allowing the user to select a
user profile list (step 23z), providing feedback to the
user of media inclusion (step 23k}, allowing a user to
request the display of a media list ([step 24),
retrieving and displaying the list (step 25}, allowing
the user to select particular media from the list (step
28), and performing an action related. to the media
istep Z27}.

The contrel program of control circuitry
equipment 15 {FIG. Ii may allow a media indicater tc be
received at step 21, which is presented to a user on a
display device 19 (FIG. 1) at step 22. The control

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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program then alicws the user to deslgnate the media
asscciated with the media indicator for inclusion in a
media list at step 23. Designation may be made using a
user input device. At step 232 a user may optichally
select the media addition tc be to a specific profile
ligt of a particular user. If desired, at step 23k,
feedback te the user would be provided cenfirming the
addition of the media te the 1list,

At step 24, the control program may he used
by the user to request the display of the media list.
The reguest wmay be made using a user input device. The
control program may then displéy the media list at
step 25 and the user may select media from the list
using an input device at step 26. At step 26a, the
control program may be used by the user to indicate an
action related to the media. The sslected acticn {such
as displaying the medial, may be performed at step 27.

The media list building system, may, for
example, provide an oppertunity for users to tag media
associated with a varieity of media indicators such as
promotions, advertisements [(including banner type
advertisements), and trailers. FPromctions for nedia

‘can include, for example, regular television

commercials, Internet Web page advertisements, passive
gquide channel listings, barker channels, advertisements
displayed in intevactive program guides, advertisements
displayed in other interactive televisicon applications,
listings displayed in program guides, etc.
Advertisements for Internet sites, advertisements for
prodicts, or advertisements for other media on Internet
Web sites are additional examples., TIlustrative
examples of medla indicators are shown in FIGS. 3a-34d.
FIG. 3a 1llustrates an example of an Internet

Web page 30 that includes advertising banner 31 as a
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media indicztor that may be "clicked" for access to
specific media, e.g., an Intern=t site. When a user
observes this media indicator, a user may designate
media asgsoclated with media indicator 31, (e.g9.,
designate an Internet site associated with a banner
advertigement for that site}, feor inclusion in a media
list. This selection may be performed for instance by
highlighting an item then pressing a key con an input
device 18 (FIG. 1). Mztatags zssociated with
advertisement may identify the related media, may
identify the source or the location of the related
nediz, or may ldentify characteristics of the media or
the advertisements.

FIG. 3% illustrates an example of a
televisieon display screen 32 in which region 33
contains a media indicator for programs related teo a
currently displayed program. Region 33 may ba
displayed using program listings that are available to
an interactive television application. In this
illustration, the nedia indicator presents pay-per-view
movies that may be available for purchass.. When this
media indicator is presented, the user may designate

‘the madia for inclusion in a media list, for exaumple,

by preseing a key on an input device 18 (FIG, 1).

FIG. 3¢ illustrates, for example, display
screen 34 that may include video of a shopping channel,
in which media indicators for video clips 35 may ke
designated to be added to a mediaz list. In this
example, a degighaticon may be made even though there is
no on-screen indication to the user that the media nay
be tagged. When a user observes video clips 35, the
user may designate the video clips for inclusion in a
media list, for example, by pressing a key on an input
device 18 (FIG. 1),

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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Other types of media indicators may be
provided in interactiwve applicaticns such as in program

_guides. As depicted in FIG. 34, a program guide menu

displey screen 36 may contain general media listings as
well as offerings for purchase such as boxing match
listing 37, which is designated as "Pev" (pay-per-—
view), and an interactive advertisement 38. When a
user cbkserves these media indicators (the program
listings or advertisementi), the user may designate the
media associated with listing 37 or media asscclated
with advertisement 38 for inclusicon in a media 1list.
Designation may be made, for example, by pressing a key
on an input dewice 1B (FIG. 1).

FIG. 4 illustrates choice menn 40 that is
displayed in response to a user input (e.g., a key
enktry on using user input device 18 of FIG. 1)
requesting the addition of media te a medis list.

Media cholce menu 40 may include an icon or textual
information or combination of an icon and textual
information that is supserimposed over vidso 41 of
television programming., This feature allows users to
keep track of media found desirable while watching

‘television or while interacting with an application

without having to stop their curremt actiwvity. The
user may then make a choice using, for asxampls,
navigation keys of a remcte contrel to toggle between
the "YES™ 42 and "NO" 43 options and using an entry
functicon on the remote contrcl tec make a selection.
When a "YES" seleckion iz made, the media is added to
the media list. 3ufficient information to allow user
eguipment to 2ccess the media ma¥ be stored when that
media is added to the media list. The media and the
media indicater may not be stored, rather information

regarding the content, the source, the address, and

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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other information related te the media may be stored.
The information may be stored to identify the location
of the media at a later time and fo provide some
content information that may be presented to a user in
a media list or in an information display screen. This
information may be stored at user equipment memory 17
{FIG. 1) or at a remote location such as the server at
the media distribution facility i1 (FIG. 1}.

Tagging of media for inclusion in a media
1ist demonstrates a user's interest in specific media.
Advertisements may be presented to users based on their
nedia list selections since the tagging of media
exhibits user ilnterest in particular categories of
nedia. For instance, if a user designates.automobile—
related media for incglusicn in the media list,
antcmobiles may be added to the categories of interest
for that user. Automobile-related advertisements may
thern he presented to match that user's interest in
automobiles.

If decired, the mediz list building system
may support 1lsts for multiple users. As shown in
FIG. 5, for example, a user may select set-up cption 51
‘from guldance system menu display screen 52 using input
device 18 {FIG. 1}. Gnildance aysten set-up menu 61 of
FTG. ¢ may be displayed when a usar selects set-up
option 51 of FIG. &. With reference now to FIG. 6,
"USER FROFILE" opticn 62 may be szlected to allow
designation to be made by different unsers, Different
users may build their own wmedia 1ists when user profiles
option 62 is selected. Users may add to their media
lists by initially logging in or by using scme other
user igentification technique.

A5 shown in FIS. 7, access to a gpecific user

list (i.e., access to a user media list, access to add
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an entry te thig list} may be requested using list
indicator region 71, The list indicator reglon 71 may
be superimpased ovar region 72 of a video of a baseball

game. The user may select a particular user using

input device 18 (FIG. 1) le.g., by using remote control

navigation keys to select "JOHN" 73, "MARCIA® 74, o
"MIGUEL" 75). Access to user lists may be restricted
by the use of passwords or other decurity measures.

As shown in FIG. 8, when one of the users in
region 71 of FIG. 7 is selected, menu region 81 may
appear for adding an emtry to that user's media liat,
See also FIG. 4 regarding regions such as region 8I1.

To view a media list for a rarticular user,
uger media indicator lists region 91 of FIG. 9 may be
displayed in responsge to a user selection {e.g., using
a user input device) indicating on interest in viewing
a media list. In response to a usar being selected
from the list, a media list such as that shown in
F1G., 10 may be displayed.

Ag shown in FIG. 10, media list 101 way
include a variety of listings such as listings for ray-
per-view channels or programs 102, premium channels or
programs 103, broadcast television chapnels or
programs 104, Internet Web sites 105, or viden-on-
demand selections. The screen may alsc include one or
rore advertisements 106, which may be jnteractive and
which may'be targeted hased on media selections or
other criteria. A user may select listings in media
list 101 by, for example, using navigation methods to
select other listings. If a preview or a trailer for
certain media in the media list is available, such
availability may be indicated by preview icon 107. The
preview or fraller may be selected by, for examnple,
using navigation methods to move among the ligtings and

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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using an entry function on the input device 18 (FIG. 1)
to make a selection.

If desired, the system may determine whether
the media in a media list is currently avallable. BAs
illustrated in FIG. 11, the system may check for
availability when "Raiders of the Lost Ark" 110 is
selected. As shown in FIG. 12, if the Raiders of the
Lost Ark selection is not available for access,
region 120C may be displayed to inform the user of the
lack of availability. The system may also provide the
user with an opportunity to retain media on the media
list that is not currently available and may notify the
user when that media is available. The system may
register the media with, for example, a précess running
on a videc-on-gemand server, or another server in the
system {e.g., & video-on-demand server at a mgdia
distribution facility) or with a program guide database
stored lecally or remotely. ®When the media becomes
available, the system may notify the user of the
availability using notification indicator 130 of
FIG. 13, which may provide the user with an opportunity
to access the media for viewing. Indicator 130 is
shown as a display region, but may have cther forms
{e.g., an iconl,

Motifications may also be presented for media
that is similar or related to items that are on the
madia Iist. For example, notificatien indicater 130
for the Raiders of the lLost Ark may have been displayed
in response the system identifying that a current media
list includes a listing for ancther Indiana Jones movie
or other movies that are similar or related to the
Raiders cf the Lost Ark. Media or a media list may
have attributes associated with them that may be used
to identify related or similar media for motification

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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to the user. LBEtribubtes may include ¢haracteristics
such as actors, genre; media sources, type of product,
ratings, conient type, etc.

In another embodiment, viewers may view a
television or computer screen, for instance, which has
embedded product information. The associaticn of
product information with the display may be
accomplished by using enhanced datasets such as
metadata links sometimes known as metatags. A system
for a metatag-linked advertisements is described, for
example, in Moore et al, U.S5, Patent Application
No. 09/823,598, filed March 30, 2001, which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

Turning to F1G. 14, screen 700 may be used to
tag purchasing opportuenities of interest to the user.
Screen 700 may contain screen elements of interest
such as men's jacket 710, or potted plant 711, that are
linked to purchasing order optiens that are associated
with them. If desired, screen elements that are likely
to be of inkterest to a particular user may be
identified using preferences stored in a user profile.
The"user prefile may include a listing of categories of
interest for individual users. There may be one uger
profile for ezch individual user. Exawples of systems
that have preference profile features are shown in U.3.
Patent Applicaticn No. ©03/034,934 which is hereby
incorporated herein in its entirety. An individual
could have "men's clothing" included as a category of
interest in their user profile. The user profile may
be confiqured by the user by speciiying preferences or
may be automatically configured based on usage or
previous purchasing preferences.

If 2 user who is viewing screen 700 wishes to

tag purchasing cpportunities of interest, that is,

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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those items that are asscciated with categories in his
personal user profile, the user may perform tagging as
previously described to add items to the media list.
For example, if screen 700 is selected by the user for
medie list tagging (e.g., user presses a remcte
contral key while watching the video in screen 700},
the purchasing screen for purchaging jacket 710 or
promotional media for jacket 710 may be added to the
media list of that user. If multiple items on the
screen are avallable for tadgging, the user may indicate
a particular one of the items using an input device 18
(FIG. 1) for tagging the item of interest.
Alternatively, the wvser may select a tagging function
and be presentad with a list of items to salect From,
The purchasing screen or media for jacket 710 may be
added when a category for men's clothing is included in
that user's profile. Upon subseqguent access to the
nediaz list by a user, the user could then select the -
listing for the jacket and may access the media
associated with the jacket or access a purchase screen
containing detailed information on the jacket.

’ As mentioned generally in conneciion with

‘FIG. 14, video that is presented to users may include

scenes in which praducts are shown to users as part of
the action of the video. Specific media may he
associated with such products, which may be accessible
to users through user asguipment. The media may be a
Web site, a video promotion, an advertisemenkt, esto.
Information about the associqticn of the product and
the madia may be available to user equipment when the
video that includes the scene with that preoduct is
presented to the user. The user eguipment may be
configured to a&llow the user to indicate an intsrest in

elements displayed in the video by using a pointing

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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device and a data entry key (e.g., an OK or mouse
"eclick" key).

The media associated with a product may ke
added to a media list when the user expresses an
interest in the product and when there i1s media that is
associated with the product. A user may sxpress an
interest in a product by for example tzgging a media
indicator, tagging a screen [(e.g., screen 700 of
FIG. 14}, tagging items in a screen (e.g., jacket 710
of FIG. 14), ete. Media for a product may be added to
a media list automatically based on a user’s profile.
In =zome circumstances, a media indicator may not be
explicitly identified for the user (e.q., if it 1is
embeddad in a vides). In such circumstancés, media
indicator data that may be associated with a current
screen or product may be used to identify media to be
added to a media list.

Illustrative displays screen 800 of FIG. 15
may be displayed upen user reguest after jacket 710 of
FIG. 14 ig tagged to be added to the current user media
list., Display screen B0O may include a media list 802
that may include listings for media that are associated

‘with media indicators and listings from other items

that are accessible or presented to users through user
equipment. Medla list 802 may be a tocl for the user
in managing different items that are of interest fo the
user by storing information about the items at a
location that a user may return to view and accsss.
Media liet 802 may include listings for Web sites, for
recelvad e-mails, fer television programs, for movies,
for video-on-demand progyramming, for programs that are
logally or remotely stored on a digital wvideo recarder,
for reminders, for special big events, for season
ticket events, for media asseociatad with
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advertisements, commercials, promotions, oY cther
sales-type presentations, etc. Media list 802 may be
considered a master media list that supports not only
listings for media for advertisements, trallers, ox
other promotional materials, but also listings from
other interactive televison application features. &As
shown, listing 803 for a promotional videc for jacket
710 of FIG. 14 is included in medla list 802. Media
list BOZ2 also includes listings 804 and BO6 For earlier
featvred wvideo-on-demand programs. Media list 802
further includes listing 808 for a television program
on a cable channal, Media list 8(2 may alsc include a
ligting for a program that was recorded by & local or
remote digital wideo recordsr associated with the userx
le.g., listing §101. A reminder set by the user, such
as reminder listing 8§16 may alsc be included in media
list B0Z.

wWhen a user selects an item in media list
802, the guidance applicaticn may use information that
ig stored for that listing to present to the user media
that is available for that listing. If desired, an
information display screen or overlay may be presented

‘to the user based on a user selecting a listing

logated in media list 802. The infoxrmation display
screen may provide information such as a descriptien or
an explanation related to the listing. The information
display screen may incluge program guide features and
cther options such as tune, record, remind, parental
control, purchase, preview, etc. Information display
screens are described, for example, in Rudnick st al.
U.S. Patent Application Mo. 08/356,268, filed July 16,
1999, which is hereby incorporated herein in its

entirety.
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Depending on the circumstances, user
equipment may allow a user to add media associated with
a media indicator, a product, a program, a reminder. a
Web site, etc. in a number of different ways.
T=chniques furrimplementing the opportunity for the
user to add such media are koown to those skilled in
the art. For example, z special key may be provided
that is dedicated to adding items to a medis list or a
master media list. A user may navigate a curser or a
highlight window to identify an item of interest and
may press the special key te add the item to the media
list. Other examples may include an add te list opticn
in an information display screen ar a display that
permits the user to indicate an interest in adding an
item to a media list.

Thus, systems and methods for building a
media list are provided., One skilled in the art will
realizZe that the present invention can be practiced by
other than the described embodiments, which are
presented for purposes of illustraticn and not of
limitation, and that the present invention is limited
only by the claims which fallow.
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What is clgimed is:

1. A method of building and using media

lists, comprising:

displaying an advertisement;

providing a nger with an opportunity to
designate the addition of media associated with the
advertisement to a media list:

presenting the media list Lo the user
for selectien: and

retrieving the mediaz for an item in the

media list upon user selection from the media list.

Z. The methed of claim 1 further comprising
designating the media to be added without interrupting

current display activity.

3. The methed of claim 1 further comprising
providing the user with an opportunity tc perform an
activity related to the media.

N q. The method of claim 1 further comprising
providing the user with ths opportunity te purchase the
media.

5. The methed of ¢laim i further comprising
providing the user with the opportunity to purchase a

product related to the media.

6. The method of claim 1 further comprising
providing the user with the gppurtunity to record the

wedia.

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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7. The method of claim 1 further cemprising
providing the user with the opportunity tec set a

reminder for viewing the medig.

8. The method of eclaim 1 further comprising
providing the user with the opportunity to view the

media.

g, The method of claim 1 further comprising
targeting the advertisement to be displaved to the

usegr.

10. The method of claim 1 whereln the
advertisement la a video.

11. The method of claim 1 wherein the

advertisement is interactive.

12, The method of claim 1 wherein the

aqvertisement is from the Internet.

13. The methed of claim ! wherein the

advertisement is contained in a program guide listing.

14, The method of claim 1 furthsr comprising

storing a preview associated with the media.

15. The methed of clazim 14 further
camprising retrieving and displaying the preview upon

user gelection from the media list.

16. The method of claim 1 further comprising

storing a trailer associated with the media.

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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17. The methed of claim 16 further
conprising retrieving and displaying the trailer upon

user selection from the media list.

18. The method of claim 1 further comprising
providing mpltiple media lists for multiple users.

19. The methed of claim 1 further comprising
determining the status of the availability of the media

upon user selection,

20. The method of claim 12 further
comprising indicating availakility of the medla to the
user, ‘

21. The method of claim 192 further
comprising providing the user with an opportunity to

retain currently unavailable media on the media list.

22. The methed of claim 21 further
comprising notifying the user when the media becomes

available for viewing.

23. BAn apparatus comprising user equipment

that is configured to:

display one of a2 number of videos
wharein at least one of the widecs inclndes a scens in
which a product is shown that is associated a
particular user-zccessible medis for that product: and

add a listing for that particular
user—accessible medié that is associated with the
product to a media list when the videc of the scene
that includes that product is displayed to the user.

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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24, The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the
user squipment is configured to add the listing when
the wser indicates an interest in that product when the
video including that product is being displayed.

25. The apparatus of claim 23 wherein the
user equipment is configqured to automatically add the
listing based on a user profile when the video
including that product is being displayed.

26. The apparatus of claim 23 wherein the
user eguipment is configured to display the nedia list
to allow the uger to sslect items on the list.

27. The apparatus of ¢laim 2§ wherein the
user egquipment is configured te display the particular
user-accessible media that is associated with the
product when the user selects the listing for that
particular user-gselectable media from the media list.

28. The apparatus of claim 23 wherain the
user equipment is configured to bHuild the media list teo
e a master list of media that is stored for the user

for later access by the user.

29, The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the
user equipment is configured to include in the media

1list 1listings for television programs.

30. The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the
user .equipment 1S configured to include in the media

list listings for movies.

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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31, The apparatns of claim 26 wherein the
user equipment is configured to include in the media
list listings for video-on-demand programming.

2. The apparatus ¢f claim 26 wherein the
user equipment is configured te include in the media
ligt listings for Internet Web sites.

33, The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the
user equipment is configured to include in the media
list listings media associated with interactive

advertisements.

34. The apparatus of ¢laim 26 wherein the
user eguipment is configured to include in the media

list listings for reminders.

35. Computer readable storage media,

comprising:

instructions for displaying an
advertisement?

instructions for providing a wser with
an opportunity to designate the addition of media
acsociated with the adverbisement to a media list:

instructions for presenting the media
list to the user for selection; and

instructions for retrieving the media
for an item in the media list upen user selectlon from

the media list.

36. The computer readable storage maedia of

claim 35 wherein the instructicns for designating the

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15
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media to be added cccurs without interrupting current

display activity.

37. The computer readable storage media of
¢laim 35 further comprising providing the user with an
opportunity to perform an activity related to the

madia.

38, The computer readable storage media of
claim 35 wherein the instructions provide the user with

the epportunity te purchase the media.

39, The computer readable storage media of
rlaim 35 wherein the instructions provide the user with
the opportunity to purchase a product related to the

madia.

40. The computer readable storags media of
claim 35 wherein the instructions provide the user with

the opportunity to record the media.

- 41. The computar readable storage media of
claim 35 wherein the instructions provide the user with
the opportunity to set a reminder for viewing the

nedia.

42. The computer readable storage media of
claim 35 further wherein the instructions provide the

user with the oppertunity to view the media,

43. The computer readable storage media of
claim 35 wherein the instructions target the

advertisement to be displayed to the user.
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44, The computer readable storage media of

claim 35 wherein the advertisement is a video,

45. The computber readable storage media of

claim 35 wherein the advertisemsnt is interactive.

4§, The computer readable storage media of
c¢laim 3% wherein the advertisement is on the Internet.

47. The computer readable storage media of
claim 35 wherein the advertisement is contained in a

pragram guide listing.

48. The computer readable storage media of
claim 35 wherein the instructions store a preview

associated with the media.

43. The computer readable storage media of
claim 48 wherein the instructions retrieve and display

the preview upon user selection from the media list,

50. The computer readable storage media of
“laim 35 wherein the ipstructicns store = trailer

associated with the media.

51. The caomputer readable storage media of
claim 50 wherein the instructions retrieve and display
the trailer upsn user selecticen from the media list.

52. The compukter readable storage media of
" glaim 3% wherein the instructions provide multiple

media 1lists for multiple users.
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53. The computer readable storage media of
claim 35 wnerein the instructions determine the status

of the availability of the media upon user selection.

54. The computer readable storage media of
claim 33 wherein the instructicns indicate availability

of the media to the user.

55. The computer readable storage media of
claim 53 wherein the instructions provide the user with
an apportunity to retain currently uvmnavailable media on

the media list.

56. The computer readable storage media of
c¢lalm 55 wherein the instructions notify the user when

the media becomes availakble for viewing.

57. BAn apparatus comprising user equipment,

the apparatus comprising:

means for displaying opne of a number of
videos wherein at least one of the videos includes a
scene in which a product iz ghown that is associated a
particular user-accessible media for that product; and

means for adding a listing for that
particular user-accessible media that is associated
with the product to a media list when the video of the
scene that inclodes that product is displayed to the

user.

58. The apparatus of claim 57 wherein the
user equipment has means for adding the listing when

the user indicates an interest in that product when the '

video including that product is being displayed.

JP 2004-511967 A 2004.4.15



L T e T e T e T e T e T e T e T T e T e T s O s O s O e TR s T e O e, T s T e, O e, T e, O e T e TR e O e, IO e T e T s R |

(52)

WO 02120 PUTIUSOL315H4

- 30 -

59. The apparatus of claim 57 wherein the
user eguipment has means for automatically adding the
listing based on a user profile when the video
including that preduct is being dizplayed.

0, The apparatus of claim 57 wherein the
user eguipment has means for displaying the medie list
to allow the user to select items on the list.

61. The apparatus of claim 80 wherein the
user eguipment has meéns for displaying the particular
user-accessikble media that is associated with the
product when the user selects the listing for that
particular user-selectable media from the madia list,

62. The apparatus of claim 57 whersin the
user equipment has weans for building the media list to
he a master 1ist of media that is siored for the uvser

for later access by the user.

3. The apparatus of claim 57 wherein the
user eguipment is to include in the mediz list listings

for television programs.

&4, The apparatus of claim 57 wherein the
user equipment has means configured for including in

the media list listings for movias.

65, The apparatus of claim 57 wherein the
user equipment has means for including in the media

list listings for video-cn-demand programming .
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G4. The apparatus of claim 57 wherein the
user equipment has means for including in the media

list listings for Internei Web sites.

£7. The apparatus of claim 57 wherein the
user egquipment has means for including ic the media
1ist listings media associated with the with

interactive advertisements.

68. The apparatus of claim 37 wherein the
user equipment has means for including im the media

list listings for reminders.
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