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The present invention is directed to
bistable cells and their use in devices, par-
ticularly medical devices such as stents,
clamps and valves. An expandable stent
formed of a plurality of bistable cells is
described. The stent has two or more sta-
ble configurations, including a first stable
configuration with a first diameter and a
second stable configuration with a second,
larger diameter. A valve comprising a
bistable cell for use in eliminating inconti-
nence is also disclosed.
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Box1 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchabie (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Articie 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.: 48-50 60-64 72

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international Search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent ciaims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found muttiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

—

. m As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. D As ali searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additionai fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Intemational Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the ciaims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-36, 54-58
A medical device containing at least one unit
cell with one relatively flexible segment and
one relatively rigid segment
1.1 Claims 1,2,5-29
A unit cell with symmetrical load-displacement

1.2 Claims 1,3,5-29

A unit cell with asymmetrical load-displacement
characteristic, most stable in expanded state

1.3 Claims 1,4-29

A unit cell with asymmetrical load-displacement
characteristic, most stable in collapsed state

1.4 Claims 30-36

A medical device with a multistable spring system
1.5 Claim 1,54

A clamp
1.6 Claims 55-58

A graft stent with expansion rings

2. Claims: 37-47,65

A stent with a negativ spring constant

3. Claim : 51

A stent with a plurality of diameters

4. Claims: 52, 53

An expandable device

5. Claim : 59

A stent with wavelike members

page 1 of 2
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

6. Claims: 66-71

A bistable valve

7. Claims: 73-77

A medical device with a cell with four rigid segments
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