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This invention relates to a clothes hanger support and 
particularly pertains to the type of clothes hanger Support 
comprising an elongate rod-like stem fitted with means 
whereby it may be suspended longitudinally and having a 
multiple of recesses spaced apart along the length thereof 
for receiving and supporting a plurality of conventional 
garment hangers. 

Clothes hanger supports of the above recited type are 
characterized by a single dependent stem affording a Sup 
port for a plurality of garments carried on individual 
hangers having detachable hooked engagement at inter 
vals along the length of the stem, whereby a number of 
garments may be suspended in overlying relation to each 
other on the stem with each garment carried on an inde 
pendent hanger which may be removed from its hooked 
engagement with the stem without necessarily removing 
superimposed garments. 

Clothes hanger supports of this type heretofore on the 
market have been found objectionable because of pro 
trading hooks carried on the dependent stem getting 
caught in overlying garments so as to interfere with their 
removal, and also have proven objectionable because in 
removing underlying garments, the hangers of overlying 
garments are sometimes unintentionally detached from 
the stem, thus resulting in considerable inconvenience. 
The primary object of the invention is to provide a mul 

tiple clothes hanger supports of the dependent type in 
which the above objectionable features are obviated. 

Another object is to provide the recesses with a con 
tour whereby desired dis-engagement of a garment hanger 
therefrom will be facilitated yet undesired or accidental 
disengagement of a garment hanger therefrom may be 
prevented. 
Another object is to provide a clothes hanger support 

of the above character which will afford a mounting for 
the conventional garment hangers embodying a wire hook 
adapted to be positioned astride a Support. 
A further object is to provide a clothes hanger support 

of the type specified which can be made in one piece and 
thereby be economically produced. 

With the foregoing objects in view together with such 
other objects and advantages as may subsequently appear, 
the invention is carried into effect as hereinafter described 
and claimed and illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a view in front elevation of the multiple 
clothes hanger support: 

FIG. 14 is a detail in side elevation of the upper portion 
of the hanger Support as seen in the direction of the ar 
row A in FIG. 1: 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged detail in elevation of a fragmen 
tary portion of the clothes hanger support shown in 
F.G. 1: 
F.G. 3 is a view in side elevation of the portion of the 

clothes hanger support shown in FIG. 2: 
FIG. 4 is a detail in elevation of a modification of the 

structure shown in FIG. 3: 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged section and elevation as seen on 

the line 5-5 of FIG. 1A: 
FIG. 6 is a view in front elevation of a fragmentary 

portion of the clothes hanger support, depicting the 
manner of suspending conventional wire garment hangers 
therefrom, with portions broken away: 
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FIG. 7 is an enlarged cross section and plan taken on 

the line 7-7 of FIG. 6: 
FIG. 8 is a view in vertical section taken on the line 

8-8 of FIG. 6 illustrating the manner of connecting a 
garment hanger to the supoprting recesses on the multiple 
clothes hanger support and removing it therefrom and 
showing the manner in which accidental detachment of 
the garment hanger from the recesses is prevented: 

FIG. 9 is a detail in section and elevation as seen on the 
line 9-9 of FIG. 8 in the direction indicated by the ar 
rows, showing the manner of effecting application and 
removal of the garment hanger to and from the supporting 
recesses of the clothes hanger support: 

FIG. 10 is an enlarged detail in vertical section taken 
on the line 10-10 of FIG. 3 depicting the manner of ef 
fecting detachment of a garment hanger from a sup 
porting recess; and 

FIG. 11 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 10 depict 
ing the manner in which accidental detachment of a gar 
ment hanger from engagement with a supporting recess 
is prevented. 

Referring to the drawing more specifically A indicates 
generally the multiple clothes hanger support which 
embodies an elongate straight-rod-like stem B preferably 
of rectangular cross section. An arcuate terminal C is 
formed in continuation of one end of the stem B whereby 
the latter may be suspended vertically from an elevated 
horizontal rod 12 as indicated in FIGS. 1 and 1A. 
The essential feature of the invention resides in the pro 

vision of a plurality of recesses D spaced apart longitu 
dinally of the stem B preferably in staggered relation to 
each other on opposite sides of the stem. The recesses D 
each embody an elongate opening 14 of rectangular cross 
Section extending longitudinally of the stem and open 
ing on opposite sides thereof. A slot 15 extends trans 
versely of the Outer side wall 16 of each of the openings 
14 intermediate the ends thereof which slot severes as 
a passageway through which the supporting wire hook 17 
of a conventional garment hanger E may be passed lat 
erally in and out of the opening 14 to effect mounting of 
the hanger in a recess D and its detachment therefrom. 
The slot 15 in connecting with the opening 4 intermediate 
its ends form upper and lower sockets h-g at the ends of 
the opening 4 as indicated in FIG. 2. 
The slot 5 in being disposed intermediate the ends of 

the side wall 16 provides the latter with a lower end por 
tion a extending beneath the slot, and an upper end por 
tion b extending above the slot, which end portions a-b 
have their inner faces co-planar and their outer faces 
flush with the Surface of the stem 10. The end portion a 
constitutes an upstanding pin, while the upper end por 
tion b of the wall 16 provides a downwardly projecting 
pin for engaging the garment hanger hook 7 in event the 
latter be elevated and positioned in the socket h at the up 
per end portion of the opening 14, as will be later 
described. 

Since the wire supporting hook 7 is arcuate it is de 
sirable to contour the marginal walls of the slots 15 on an 
arc as shown in FIG. 3, with such walls spaced apart a 
distance such as to form the slots of a width approximat 
ing but greater than the diameter of the wire of which the 
hook 7 is formed, whereby the hook 17 may be passed 
through the slot only when its arcuate portion is presented 
side-ways to the slot, with the hook disposed vertically, and 
will be prevented from being passed through the slot when 
the hook 7 is out of its vertical or near vertical posi 
tion, as will be later described. 
The stem B has a width between its side margins many 

times greater than the diameter of the cylindrical wire 
of which the hook 17 is formed, being preferably substan 
tially square in cross section as shown in FIGS. 5 and 7 
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thereby providing the bottom of the socket h with a trans 
verse surface of such width that when the hook 17 is seated 
therein the hook will be supported on widely spaced points 
of contact as shown in FIG. 9 which points frictionally 
resist swinging movement of the hangers E laterally of 
the support A and thus prevent objectionable free lateral 
Swinging of the hangers on the support. Furthermore, 
this substantial width of the stem B enables the forma 
tion of the slots 15 longitudinally on an arc as shown 
in FIG. 3, to accomplish the purpose set forth. 

However, in some instances it may be desirable to ex 
tend the slot straight across the wall 16 as indicated at 
15 in FIG. 4 in which event the slot 15' will have its 
marginal walls in parallel relation to each other and spaced 
apart to permit the passage therethrough of the wire hook 
17 in either its vertical or horizontal position, or any posi 
tion therebetween. 
The marginal portion of the walls a bordering the slots 

15-15' are beveled on their inner edges throughout the 
lengths thereof to provide inclined surfaces d extending 
between the slots 15-15' and the sockets g at the lower 
portions of the openings 14, whereby hooked engagement 
of the hook 17 with the walls a and their dis-engagement 
therefrom will be facilitated. The marginal portions of 
the wall b bordering the slots 15-15' are beveled on 
their inner edges throughout the lengths thereof to pro 
vide inclined surfaces e extending between the slots 
15-15' and the sockets h at the upper portions of the 
openings 14, which surface e serves to prevent the hook 17 
of the hanger C from being accidentaly dis-engaged from 
a recess D, as will be later described. 
The opposed faces of the sides of the slots 14 are par 

allel, straight and flat throughout and are spaced apart 
a distance approximate but greater than the diameter of 
the wire forming the hook 17, whereby hooks 17 posi 
tioned in the slots 14 will be held so as to limit lateral 
Swinging movement of the hangers E, relative to the 
stem B. 
The recesses D are preferably arranged in staggered 

relation to each other on opposite side of the stem B 
to lessen interference of the hooks 17 of adjacent hangers, 
and the openings 14 of adjacent hooks D are offset on 
opposite sides of the longitudinal center of the stem B 
to provide the stem with a continuous core leading from 
end to end thereof between the openings 14 thereby 
strengthening the stem. 
The arcuate terminal C is preferably flat on its under 

side as indicated at f in FIG. 5 whereby the terminal has 
wide Surface contact with the rod 12 offering resistance to 
sliding of the supports along the rod and minimizing lat 
eral twisting movement of the stem B thus stabilizing the 
Suspended support A. 
The multiple hanger support A is particularly adapted 

for use in Suspending light garments such as shirts, waists, 
blouses, lingerie, brassieres, stocking and the like mounted 
on hanger E. 

In the application and operation of the invention, any 
desired number of garment hangers E may be mounted 
on the stem B within its capacity, either before or after 
Suspending the Support A on the rod 12. In initially load 
ing the support A the hangers E are usually applied to the 
recesses D on the stem B progressively upward from the 
lower end of the latter with adjacent hangers E and the 
garments thereon overlapping each other. However, 
when an empty recess is beneath a super-imposed garment, 
a hanger E may be applied to the empty recess by inserting 
it under the overlying garment and directing the hook 17 
of the hanger E through the slot 15 of the empty recess 
into engagement with the latter. In so doing the super 
imposed garment and its hanger E are swung outwardly 
on the stem B with one hand while applying the hanger 
E and the garment thereon with the other hand. 

In applying a hanger E to a recess D the hook 17 of the 
hanger E is inserted through the slot 15 sideways as before 
described, so as to enter the opening 14 and come to 
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4. 
rest on the bottom wall of the socket g where it is held 
in place by the lower portion a of the wall 16 as indicated 
in full lines in FIGS. 6 to 9 inclusive. 
When the hangers E are suspended from adjacent re 

cesses D on one side of the stem B the hangers E will over 
lap each other with the uppermost hanger overlying the 
lower hanger, as shown in FIG. 6. 

Application of the hanger E to a recess D is readily 
accomplished by initially positioning the hook 17 of the 
hanger upright and sideways against the surface of the 
stem adjacent a slot 15 preferably above the slot, then 
sliding the hook downward along the stem under light 
pressure So that when the hook is advanced into register 
with the slot it will enter and pass through the slot from 
whence it will move downward over the inclined surface 
d into the Socket g at lower portion of the opening 14 
and into hooked engagement with the wall portion a of 
the recess D, as indicated in FIG. 10. As before stated 
this operation may be effected beneath an over-hanging 
garment. 

In effecting dis-engagement of the hanger E from a re 
cess D, such is accomplished by merely lifting the hanger 
E with the hooks 17 upright while exerting outward pres 
sure on the hook so that when the hook is positioned op 
posite the slot 15 it will be instantly directed outwardly 
through the slot over the inclined surface d, as indicated 
in FIGS. 8 and 10, thus freeing the hanger E so that it 
may be removed from the hanger support A. 
The above recited operation may be effected in remov 

ing a hanger E from beneath a super-imposed garment. 
However, in so doing it may happen that the hanger 
carrying the overlying garment may be accidently lifted 
so that the hook 17 thereof will move upwardly in the 
opening 14 and possibly be directed into the slot 15. In 
event this should occur, the hook 17 will be apt to be 
advanced against the inclined surface e on the inner edge 
of the upper margin of the slot 15, as indicated in full 
lines in FIG. 11, whereby, the hook 17 will be deflected 
into the socket h at the upper portion of the opening 14 
and the wall b, as indicated in dotted lines in FIGS. 8 
and 11. 
On the upward thrust on the elevated hook 17 being 

relieved, it will usually drop back into its suspended posi 
tion in the recess D as indicated in full lines in FIGS. 8 
and 9, thus preventing accidental detachment of the 
Super-imposed hanger. In so doing, in event the hook 17 
should tend to enter the slot 15 and should drop onto 
the inclined surface d, the hook will be deflected by the 
latter into the lower portion of the recess D as indicated 
in FIG. 11. 

I claim: 
1. In a clothes hanger support, the combination of a 

stem having an elongate rectangular opening therein ex 
tending longitudinally thereof and having a transverse 
slot leading to said opening and a garment hanger having 
a wire hook adapted to pass sideways through said slot 
into and out of a seated position in said opening; said 
opening and said slot each having a width approximating 
but exceeding the diameter of the wire of said hook, said 
opening extending above and below said slot to provide 
Sockets into which said hook may enter when inserted 
into said opening, and a wall extending above said slot 
having an inclined surface leading from said slot to said 
upper socket for deflecting said hook into said upper 
socket. 

2. In a clothes hanger support, a stem having an elon 
gate opening therein extending longitudinally thereof, said 
stem having a wall extending along said opening having 
a transverse slot leading to said opening, said stem hav 
ing a socket in the opening beneath said slot, and a gar 
ment hanger having a wire hook adapted to be passed 
through said slot in and out of a seated position in said 
socket; said stem having a second socket in the opening 
leading upwardly from said slot, the walls forming the 
margins of said slot having their inner edges oppositely 
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inclined relative to each other, and the margins of Said 
slot and said wire hook being substantially of correspond 
ing arcuate contour. 

3. In a multiple clothes hanger support having an elon 
gate stem provided with means whereby the stem may be 
suspended in a vertical dependent position; said stem hav 
ing a plurality of elongate rectangular openings spaced 
apart longitudinally thereof, and having an elongate 
transverse slot leading to each of said openings intermedi 
ate the ends thereof providing opposed sockets at the ends 
of said openings and a garment hanger having a hook 
adapted to pass sideways through said slots in and out of 
the opening associated therewith, said hook being posi 
tionable in either of said sockets. 

4. The structure called for in claim 3 in which said 
hook is arcuate and wherein said slots are arcuate and 
have longitudinal margins which slidably conform to 
said hook. 

5. The structure called for in claim 3 in which said 
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slots have opposed parallel longitudinal upper and lower 
margins the inner portions of which are inclined and lead 
to said opposed sockets. 
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