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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FRANCIS L. CUTITER, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

' CARD OR SAMPLE HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 275,601, da.ted. April 10, 1883,
: Applieation filed Deeember 27, 1882, (No model.) :

To all whom it may concern :

Be.it known that I, FraNcis Lapp Cur-
TER, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Card or Sample Holders,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to that class of de-
vices which are employed for holding samples
of goodsorecards to indicate the price thereof.

The object of my invention is to provide

a card or sample holder which possesses the
characteristics of simplicity and cheapness of
production, while it is capable of being sus-
pended from a line or supported in an upright
or inclined position from a suitable support.

The object of my invention is accomplished
by the constraction hereinafter deseribed and
claimed, and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view showing a single
hook. Fig. 21is a front view thereof. Fig. 3
is a side view showing the- double hook sus-
pended from a.line. Fig. 4 is a like view,
showing the same hook supported by means
of its prong. Fig.5 showsthe same hook used
as a link. - Fig. 6 shows another use thereof.

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.

The letter A designates the shank of the
hook, which in the example shown in Figs. 1
and 2 is single, as at B, and in the example
shown in Figs. 3 and 4 is double, as at B’ B,
the two members being in the case last named
at opposite ends of the shank.

C indicates a slit formed at one end of the
shank A of the hook shown in Fig, 1, and ¢’
slits formed at both ends of the shank of the
hock shown in Figs. 3 and 4, said slit or slits
extending inward at right angles to the diree-
tion of the hook and dividing the shank into
two jaws, which are disconnected at theirouter
extremities, and as the metal is elastic I thus

. provide two parallel longitudinal spring-arms

adapted to receive between them ecards or
samples of varying thickness, the elasticity of
the two arms providing for this, and also sery-
ing to grasp and hold the card or sample.

D indicates a prong formed at one end of
the hook shown in Figs. 3, 4, 5, and 6.

The hook having the features above named
is composed of metal, and may be formed of

wire, in which case it is bent to the required
shape; or it may be made of sheet metal, and
stamped or cat out by means of suitable dies
without bending. The slit or slits C ¢/ may
be produced in the operation of shaping or
cutting out the hook or subsequently, as cir-
cumstances or the views of constructers may
render expedient.

My improved hook can be used in various
ways, and when made of the forms showa in
Figs.1 and 2 it may be hung toa line, o0, while
a card or sample may be inserted into and sus-
pended from the slit O. When the hook is
made of form shown in Figs, 3 and 4 it may
be hung to a line by means of the member B,
while the member B is adapted to receive a
sample, and in that event a eard may be in-
serted into either or bothslitsC’; or the prong
D may be driven into a suitable support aud
a card inserted into one of the slits, while a
sample is placed in the member B’ of the
hook, which sample may or may not be sus-
pended, according to the distance to which
the prong is driven into the support; or the
prong may be driven into an article to be dis-
played—such as a tool-handle, E—and the
whole suspended from a line, as shown in Fig.
6. When the prong D is used one of the
slits C and one member of the hook are su-
perfluous, as will be seen by reference to Fig.
4 or Fig. 6, and hence such slit or hook may
be omitted ; but it is preferred to retain the
same for other uses. The double hook, more-
over, may be used as a link for connecting a
series of cards, as indicated in Fig. 5, or for
holding a card to an article, such as a shoe. -

Heretofore a rigid plate or shank has been
provided with a hook at each end and a slot
passing through the plate or shank between
the hooks for the passage of a waist-belt; and,
further, a suspension-hook has been composed
of a wire formed at one end into a hook and
at the other end into helical coils lying in the
same plane; and,further,a price-ticket holder
has been composed of a shaft havingat one end
a longitudinal slit to receive a ticket, the two
arms provided by the slit being clasped on the
ticket by a sliding ferrule, and the other end
of the shaft being provided with an attached
pointed tang for securing the shaft in an up-
right position on a support. I do not claim
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such constructions, nor do I wishi to be under- | the hook projects, to form:two parallel:longi-

stood as ¢laiming a holder made asin my Let-
ters Patent No. 236,787, My present inven-
tion differs from  the foregoing structures, in
that I provide a hook with a split shank to
form twoparallel longitudinal elasticarms, the
outer extremities disconuected, whereby cards
orisamples c¢an be slipped: between theny at
their- extremities, the: slit forming the two
arms extending: through  the shank at right
angles to the direction'in which the hook pro-
jects,so that when the hook is suspended from
aline the card ‘or sample between the arms
will be properly presented to view.

What I elaim as new, and desire tosecure by
Letters Patent, is—

1.. As animproved artiele of inanufacture, &
card or sample holder cousisting of a hook
formed integral withia shanly; havinga longi-
tudinal slit extending along the length of the
shank, atright angles to the direction in which

tudinal spring-arms, the outer extremities of
whicharedisconnected, whereby the hookmay
be suspended from a line and the arms serve
toreceive and properly present a card or sam-
ple, substantially as deseribed.

2. A card or sample holder ecomposed of a
shank, A, formed at eachend into a hook and
having two slits, ¢/ €, extending along the
length of the shank to constitute two spring-
arms atb each end of said shank,said arms be-
ing disconnected at their outer extremiities,

‘substantially as and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my band and seal in the presence of two sub-
geribing witnesses.

PRANCIS DADD CUTTER. [r.s.]
Witnesses:

\W. HAUFY,

Crras, WALLERS:
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