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(C. 30-152) 6 Claims. 

This invention relates to multiple-use sheath 
knives, and particularly to a multiple-knife unit 
including a large knife and a considerably smaller 
knife, both of which may be used with the same 
handle and having a sheath to enclose both. 
The main object of my invention is to combine 

two knives of totally different ranges of uses in 
a single unit with a sheath therefor which serves 
to enclose both knives. 
An ancillary object is to avoid having two knives 

or pieces of equipment to carry and account for 
and to combine the large and the small knife in 
such fashion that neither is likely to be mislaid. 
A further object is to have the Smaller knife 

permanently secured upon the handle and a seat 
or groove in the larger knife to accommodate the 
smaller knife blade when the two knives are 
aSSembled. - 

Another obiect of the invention is to make the 
large knife in such fashion that a latch thereon 
automatically snaps into engagement with the 
handle of the small knife when the latter is slipped 
in place upon the larger knife. 

It is also an object to have a sheath which 
forms a casing for the whole unit, when the two 
knives are assembled upon the handle and which 
serves as a holder for the large knife blade alone 
when the handle and smaller knife are disasso 
ciated therefrom and used alone. 

It is likewise an obiect of this invention to 
provide a compact unit which may be made in 
various forms while embodying the same prin 
ciples of having the handle attached to one cut 
ting unit, while the larger cutting element mav be 
attached to or detached from the handle and the 
smaller cutting unit, or element. - 
In other words, it is within the purview of the 

invention to have the combined unit including a 
handle and a smaller tool or cutting element 
associated with a detachable larger cutting ele 
ment or unit in either a sportsman's model or a 
military model or an artisan's model, so that 
either knives or chisels or instruments are used 
as the elements of this unit. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will appear in further detail as the specification proceeds. 
In order to bring out the salient features of this 

invention in readily comprehensible form, a prac 
tical form of this invention is illustrated on the 
accompanying drawings forming part hereof, and 
in Which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a multiple-use 
sheath knife showing the handle, and particularl 
the sheath of the present invention; - 
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Figure 2 is an elevation of the multiple-use 

knife and its handle when removed from the 
sheath, as seen from the back thereof or from 
the left in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a side elevation of the larger blade 
of the combined knife unit alone with the same 
in position within the sheath, a portion of the 
near side of which is removed to disclose the out 
line of the larger knife unit ; 

Figure 4 is a vertical section taken on line 4-4 
in Figure 3, With the sheath in place about the 
knife element; 
Figure 5 is a side elevation of the handle and 

the small knife element when removed from the 
larger knife element and the sheath; 

Figure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary section of 
the upper end of the sheath and knife unit with 
the handle and latching detail particularly shown 
in section, the latch being shown in closed posi 
tion; 

Figure 7 is a sectional view taken on line T-7 
in Figure 8, with the latch released and the handle 
and the smaller knife in the first stage of being 
removed from the larger knife element and the 
sheath; 

Figure 8 is a vertical Section taken on line 8-8 
in Figure 7; 

Figure 9 is a transverse section taken on line 
9-9 in Figure 6; 

Figure 10 is also a transverse section taken on 
line 0-0 in Figure 7. 
Throughout the views the Same reference nu 

merals indicate the same or like parts. 
In certain occupations and avocations various 

types and articles of equipment are used, and 
particularly is this true with hunters, trappers, 
foresters, Woodsmen, campers and soldiers, and 
it is self-evident that as Such people travel about 
considerably, their equipment should necessarily 
be limited to as few pieces as possible in Order to 
avoid loss and also to facilitate moving about. 
Especially is this true of cutting implements, such 
as knives, which are used by all these classes of 
people, for all, upon occasion, have use for a 
large bolo or machete-type of blade or knife, and 
on other occasions require very much smaller 
skinning, Scaling or hunting type of knife or dag 
ger, but such implements are usually entirely 
separate and distinct and must individually be 
accounted for and carried about as separate 
pieces of equipment. 
However, I have found it possible to combine 

a large knife with a small one in a special man 
ner and place both within a sheath so that one 
is detachable from the other and possible to be 
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withdrawn alone and used independently of the 
other. 

Hence in the practice of my invention, and 
referring again to the drawings, a multiple-use 
sheath knife, generally indicated at , primarily 
has a handle 2 and is shown in the first figure 
as introduced into a sheath 3 made of any flex 
ible material suitable for the purpose, Such as 
leather, plastic or the like, while a Small and 
relatively narrow knife blade 4 extends up into 
the handle and is Secured thereto by ScreWS Or 
rivets 5, 5 extending through the handle and 
the upper shank 6 of this knife. Within the 
handle is a longitudinal shank-receiving cham 
ber or rectangular Socket it of greater transverse 
dimensions tham Shank f6 of the knife l?. The 
fasteners 5, 5 securely fix the shank 6 of the 
blade 4 in a Superimposed position. On one of 
the side Walls of the Socket With the opposing 
marginal edges of the shank Spaced from the 
end walls of the Socket. The shank 2 of the 
larger blade 2 is slidably interposed between 
the other side wall of the socket and the shank 
6 with the shank 29 having a Surface groove 

for the reception of the shank 6. The groove 
22 is formed longitudinally on the Shank and 
blade 2i tó slidably receive the blade t 4 and 
Shank 6, the recess being conformable to the 
shape and size of the blade 4 and its shank 6. 
It may be mentioned that at the upper end the 
larger knife 2 is rounded at 23 and of full thick 
ness in order to avoid injury to the user when 
withdrawing the knife from the sheath. 
However, when the two knives are combined and 

the shanks of both housed in the handle 2 and . 
the knives thrust into the Sheath 3, they form 
together a compact unit, both blades having a 
common handle and the Smaller blade 4 being 
partly sunk into the side or Surface of the larger 
blade 2 f by virtue of the recess or groove 22 
into which the Snailer knife fits so that only a 
portion of the Smaller knife extends above the 
surface of knife 2, as particularly may be seen 
in Figure 2. 
As it is a feature of the invention that both 

knife blades 4 and 2 may frequently be asso 
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ciated as a unit with the handle 2 and thus use 
made of the larger blade 2, a special latching 
structure is included by which it is possible to 
lock the larger blade in place on the handle and 
use the same as though the Smaller blade 4 were 
not present in the assembly. Then, again, it 
may upon occasion be desirable to use the Smaller 
blade 4 alone and the latching means provides 
the requisite equipment for disassociating the 
Smaller blade from the larger blade just men 
tioned. With these ends in view, the handle 2 
has at its lower end a laterally slidable locking 
member 24 provided with a pendent finger piece 
25 by which to manipulate the same, the locking 
member 24 having upper dovetail portions 26, 25 
engaging in corresponding dovetail gib portions 
27, 27 in the handle proper, as particularly shown 
in Figure 2, the arrangement being Such that the 
locking member is slidable but will not drop off 
the handle, being retained by the dovetail con 
struction and relation of the parts. Normally, 
the locking member 24 has a locking projection 
28 which engages in a notch 29 between the shank 
20 and the blade 2 of the larger blade unit, and 
thereby retains the unit or element aSSociated 
with the handle and the Smaller blade 4. In 
order to retain the locking member engaged in 
notch 29 on the larger blade unit, a leaf spring 
a0 is secured to the handle by means of one or 
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4. 
more screws 3, and at the lower pendent end is 
secured by a Screw 32 to the end of the locking 
member 24, the spring normally urging the lock 
ing member laterally toward the right, as partic 
ularly seen in Figure 6 from that shown in Fig 
ure 7, wherein the knife and the smaller blade are 
in the process of being removed from the sheath 
and the larger knife element. In order to allow 
for the lateral movement of locking member 24, 
the latter has an internal clearance portion 33 
which normally is spaced away from the edge of 
shank 20 of the larger blade element 2, but when 
the locking member is laterally shifted, as shown 
in Figure 7, this clearance portion simply com 
pensates for the projection of internal locking 
member 28 normally engaging in notch 29 on the 
larger blade element. 
From the foregoing, it may be noted that the 

arrangement is such that when the combined 
knife unit is housed in the sheath 3, it may be 
withdrawn as a unit therefrom by simply pull 
ing upward on handle 2 when both blades will 
be released from the sheath together and the 
larger knife element. 2 will then be available for 
use while ignoring the presence of the Smaller 
knife A. On the other hand, when it is desired 
to use solely the smaller knife, pressure toward 
the left upon the finger piece. 25 of locking mem 
ber 24 will release internal locking portion 28 
from notch 29 in the larger blade element while 
the knife is still associated with the sheath and 
the larger knife element will then remain within 
the latter while the bade 4 alone is withdrawn 
With handle 2 from the sheath and from contact 
with the shank and blade of the larger knife ele 
ment. Thus, the shank 20 of the larger knife 2 
Will remain protruding above the upper end of 
the sheath, as shown in Figures 3 and 4, for ex 
ample, while the Smaller knife. alone with the 
handle 2, as particularly shown in Figure 5, will 
be available for more accurate and finer opera 
tions than would be possible with the larger knife. 
In order to facilitate releasing the smaller knife 
from the larger knife, and for this purpose mov 
ing the finger piece: 25, the sheath at the upper 
end has a clearance portion 34 so that the sheath 
will remain out of contact with the locking men 
ber or any portion thereof when it is shifted to 
release the larger knife blade. 
As shown and described, the invention is par 

ticularly adapted for use by hunters and trap 
pers, foresters, Sportsmen, campers and soldiers, 
but in the Sportsman's model the large knife 
forms a bolo or machete type of blade, while the 
Smaller blade is useful for Skinning, Scaling, and 
is a hunting-type blade. On the other hand, the 
strictly military model would have the larger 
blade used as a bayonet or the like, while the 
Smaller would form a commando or combat. dag 
ger. The artisan's model would include a larger 
cutting element or tool and a Smaller tool or in 
strument associated therewith, b11t in all forms 
the same principles would hold that the larger 
citting element or instrument, would be releas 
able from the Smaller, and vice versa, but in each 
case the Smaller instrument or cutting element 
would be permanently attached to the handle 
while a casing or sheath would retain the larger 
element in place ready to be associated again 
with the Smaller element and the handle assoon 
as the latter were thrust into place and auto 
matically locked together with the larger elle 
ment. 

Manifestly, variations may be resorted to and 
parts and features may be modified or used with 
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out others within the scope of the appended 
claims. -": 
Having now fully described my invention, I 

claim: 
1. In a multiple-use sheath knife, a handle 

having an axial socket therein, a first blade haw 
ing a shank fixed in Said Socket with the blade 
extending in axial alignment therefrom, a Second 
blade, a shank on said second blade slidably fitted 
on the shank of the first blade and nested there 
with in the handle, locking means for detachahly 
securing said Shank of the second blade within 
the hande, said second blade being flat and larger 
than the first blade and having a recess formed 
axially in one of its side walls for the reception of 
the first blade which when the shank of the sec 
ond blade is locked in the handle is inoperatively 
disposed in Said receSS. 

2. In a multiple-use sheath knife, a handle 
having an axial socket tillerein, a first blade hav 
ing a shank fixed in said socket with the blade 
extending in axial alignment therefron, a second 
blade, a shank on Said Second blade slidably fitted 
on the Shank of the first blade and nested there 
with in the handle, locking means for detachably 
Securing Said Shank of the second blade within 
the hande, said second blade being flat and 
larger than the first blade and having a recess 
formed axially in one of its side walls for the re 
ception of the first blade which when the Shank : 
Of the Second blade is locked in the handle is 
inoperatively disposed in said recess, said locking 
means including a radial slot formed in the shank 
of the second bade and a releasable spring urged 
latch carried by the handle at the open end of the 
Socket aid engageable in Said slot. 

3. In a multiple-use sheath knife, a handle 
having an axial Socket formed therein, a first 
blade having a shank fixed in Said Socket With 
the blade extending in axial alignment there 
from, a Second blade, a shank on said second 
blade slidably fitted on said shank of the first 
blade and nested therewith in the handle, said 
Shank of the Second blade and the handle hav 
ing releasable cooperative locking means for de 
tachably securing the shank of the second blade 
in the handle, Said Second blade and its shank 
having a longitudinal surface groove formed 
therein and the first blade being of a size Smaller 
than the second blade and the groove slidably 
receiving Said first blade so that the first blade 
is inoperatively fitted in said groove when the 
shank of the second blade is locked in the handle 
Socket. 

4. In a multiple-use knife, a handle having a 
rectangular axial socket therein, a first blade 
having a flat shank fixedly superimposed on one 
of the side walls of the socket, a second blade, 
a flat shank on said second blade slidably inter 
pOSed between the Opposing side Wall of the 
SOcket and the Shank of the first blade and nested 
with the shank of the first blade in the handle, 
means cooperatively carried by the handle and 
the shank of the second blade for releasably lock 
ing the Said shank in the handle, said blades ex 
tending in parallelism from the handle, the sec 
ond blade being larger than the first blade and 
said blade and its shank having a longitudinal 
Surface groove, said first blade being slidably 
disposed in the groove and being inoperatively 
housed therein when the shank of the second 
blade is locked in the handle socket. 
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5. In a multiple-use knife, a handle having a 

rectangular axial socket therein, a first blade 
having a flat Shank fixedly Superimposed on one 
of the side walls of the Socket, a second blade, 
a flat Shank on said second blade slidably inter 
posed between the opposing side wall of the 
Socket and the shank of the first blade and nested 
with the shank of the first blade in the handle, 
means Cooperatively carried by the handle and 
the shank of the second blade for releasably 
locking the said shank in the handle, said blades 
extending in parallelism from the hande, the 
Second blade being larger than the first blade 
and Said Second blade and its shank having a 
longitudinal Surface groove, said first blade be 
ing slidably disposed in the groove and being in 
Operatively housed therein when the shank of 
the Second blade is locked in the handle socket, 
Said locking means including a transversely slid 
able latch mounted on the handle at the open 
end of the Socket and having a transverse open 
ing for the passage of the shanks of the blades 
therethrough, said shank of the second blade 
having a slot formed therein for the latching 
reception of the latch and resilient means nor 
mally urging said latch into engagement with the 
Slot. 

6. In a multiple-use knife, a handle having a 
rectangular axial socket therein, a first blade 
having a flat shank fixedly superimposed on one 
of the side walls of the socket, a second blade, 
a flat shank on said second blade slidably in 
terposed between the opposing side wall of the 
Socket and the shank of the first blade and nested 
With the shank of the first blade in the handle, 
means COOperatively carried by the handle and 
the Shank of the second blade for releasably lock 
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ing the said Shank in the handle, said blades ex 
tending in parallelism from the handle, the sec 
Ond blade being larger than the first blade and 
Said Second blade and its shank having a longi 
tudinal Surface groove, said first blade being slid 
ably disposed in the groove and being inopera 
tively housed therein when the shank of the 
Second blade is locked in the handle socket, said 
locking means including a transversely slidable 
latch mounted on the handle at the open end of 
the Socket and having a transverse opening for 
the passage of the shanks of the blades there 
through, Said Shank of the second blade having 
a Slot formed therein for the latching reception 
of the latch and resilient means normally urg 
ing Said latch into engagement with the slot, 
Said last means including a leaf spring mounted 
on the exterior of the handle and paralleling the 
Socket, Said Spring being attached to the latch. 

TED W. SZOPA. 
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