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The present invention generally relates to picture. 
frames, and more particularly to a novel picture frame 
molding consisting of an elongated strip of rigid mate 
rial capable of being easily severed by conventional cut 
ting tools such as a hack saw, the strip being provided 
with means for guiding the cutting tool along a pre 
determined line, thus enabling the reduction in the length 
of the strip in accordance with either the length or the 
height of a picture, and the combination of the strip with 
three other similar strips so as to form a rectangular 
frame for the picture to be enclosed. - 
As will be appreciated, one frequently encounters a 

great deal of difficulty in finding the proper size picture 
frame either because of the picture not being of a 
"standard” size, or because of the reluctance of many 
retailers to stock a wide range of different size frames 
due to the storage problems involved. Because of such 
situations, one is generally required to rely on custom 
built frames, the cost of which is generally prohibitive 
especially in those situations where the framing of a 
relatively...inexpensive picture is desired. 

Accordingly, one of the primary objects of the present 
invention resides in the provision of means for providing 
a frame capable of adjustment for accommodating a wide 
range of different size picture therein at both a minimum 
cost and a minimum amount of effort. 

In line with the above object, another object of the 
present invention resides in the provision of picture frame 
molding strips which can be quickly and accurately ad 
justed to size by the use of only a hacksaw blade, with 
four strips so adjusted then being just as quickly as 
sembled into a rectangular frame. 

Also, an object of the present invention resides in the 
provision of a molding strip which can be both shipped 
and stored with other similar strips in an unassembled 
condition because of the manner in which the strips can 
be quickly assembled with a minimum amount of effort 
thereby both reducing the cost and enabling the seller 
thereof, by stocking strips of only a few different sizes, 
to maintain a stock capable of forming an extremely wide 
range of different size picture frames. 
Another object of the present invention resides in the 

provision of means for guiding the cutting tool or saw at a 
45 angle to the molding strip without the necessity of 
any external guiding means such as a miterboard, so as to 
enable the positioning of the strips at right angles to 
each other. 

Likewise, an object of the present invention resides in 
the provision of a novel corner clip means for maintain 
ing the angularly positioned adjacent strips in the de 
sired orientation. - * . . . v 

Another. object of the present invention resides in the 
provision of preformed. holes for both the reception of 
picture retaining means therethrough and, picture hanging 
eaS. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
Will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of 
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construction and operation as more fully hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a rear elevational view of a picture frame 

formed by the use of the molding of the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view - taken 

substantially on a plane passing along line 2-2 in 
FIGURE 1: . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - v 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken 

Substantially on a plane passing along line 3-3 in FIG 
URE 2; 1- - - - - - - 

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged cross sectional view taken 
substantially on a plane passing along line 4-4 of 
FIGURE 1; - . . . . . . . . . M 

FIGURE 5 is an exploded perspective view of one 
corner of the picture frame with the corner clip thereon; 
FIGURE-6 is a plan view of the corner clip before the 

formation thereof with the fold lines being illustrated in 
dotted lines; . . . . . . . . . . . 
FIGURE 7 is an enlarged view taken substantially on 

a plane passing along line 7-7 in FIGURE 1; M 
FIGURE 8 is an enlarged view taken substantially on 

a plane passing along line 8-8 in FIGURE 1; - 
FIGURE 9 is a rear view of a modified form of hold 

ing strips positioned so as to form a picture frame; and 
FIGURE - 10 is a cross sectional view taken substan 

tially on a plane passing along line 0-10 in FIGURE 
8 and illustrating one of the triangular elongated recesses 
provided for the accommodation of either a small brad 
or a glazer point for retaining the picture within the 
frame. -- - ". . . ." 

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, ref 
erence numeral 10 generally designates a picture frame, 
which picture frame 10 is formed by the interconnection 
of a plurality of molding strips 12, the interconnection 
of the molding strips being facilitated by the use of metal 
corner clips 14. 

It will be noted that only the rear surface of the strip 
12 has been illustrated in detail with the configuration 
of the front of the strips being optional with the manu 
facturer, the entire measuring and saw blade guiding func 
tions being accomplished solely by configurations formed 
on the rear or hidden surface of the strips 12. As seen 
from the drawings, each of the strips 12 is formed with 
a plurality of longitudinally spaced quadrilaterally shaped 
raised portions 16 spaced apart slightly so as to form 
blade guiding grooves i8 therebetween. The form of 
the invention illustrated in FIGURE 1 shows rhomboidal 
shaped portions extending inwardly from both sides of 
the strip toward a centrally located trapezoidal shaped 
portion with the grooves 8 being formed between all 
of the adjoining Sections. In order to provide the auto 
matic cutting of the strips 12 at a 45° angle, the ribs 20 
are Specifically provided at such an angle thereby avoid 
ing any possibility of an improperly formed corner on 
the picture frame 10. : . . . 
The remaining two legs of the quadrilateral portions 

consist of inner ribs 22 and outer ribs 24 both extending 
longitudinally of the strip 12. It is contemplated that 
the inner rib 22 be selectively provided with apertures 26 
therethrough. So as to enable the use of small brads or 
glazer points 28 in order to easily secure the glass, picture 
and backing 38 within the completed frame. Similar 
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though slightly larger apertures 32 are selectively pro 
vided through the outer ribs 24 for the reception there 
through of suitable frame positioning means such as Sus 
pending wire 34 or various types of easel Supports (not 
illustrated). It will be appreciated that the provision of 
such apertures 32 eliminates the necessity of using Sep 
arate threaded eyelets as now commonly relied on in the 
hanging of pictures. 
As best seen in FIGURE 2, each of the quadrilateral 

sections 16 is formed with the upper surfaces of the ribs 
20, 22 and 24 tapered slightly from the outer edge of the 
section 16 toward the inner edge thereof with the outer 
ribs 24 and inner ribs 22 being inwardly offset from the 
edge of the strip 12 so as to provide two shoulders 36 
and 38. It will also be noted that the upper surface of 
the angularly extending ribs 20 are provided with cham 
fered edges 40, the significance of which shall be gone 
into presently. 

In order to interconnect the strips 12 at the corners of 
the frame 10 it is contemplated that a suitable glue 42 
be used with the corner clip or bracket 14 further rigidi 
fying the joint both during the setting of the glue and 
after the glue has been set. 
With reference to FIGURES 5 and 6, it will be appre 

ciated that the clip 14 is to be formed from a single piece 
of suitable material, preferably metal, and, is formed so 
as to provide a flat upper surface 42, the inner end 44 of 
which is shaped so as to form a 90° angle and the outer 
end 46 of which is shaped to also form a 90° angle with 
the apex 48 thereof slightly shortened so as to enable 
the outer corner 50 of the frame to project slightly there 
beyond thus facilitating the alignment of the angularly 
related strips. In order to secure the clip 14 to the angu 
larly abutting strips 12, four depending edge flanges 52, 
54, 56 and 58 are provided with the flanges 56 and 58 
being positioned against the outer face of the ribs 24 of 
the adjacent strips 12, and the flanges 52 and 54 frictional 
ly engaged with the outer surface of the far ribs 20 of 
the adjoining rhomboidal portions thereby effecting a 
clamping action between the two strips 12. Additionally, 
it is contemplated that the clip 14 also be provided with 
two depending struck-out tabs 60 each adapted to fric 
tionally engage the inner surface of the near ribs 20 so 
as to further exert a clamping force on the adjoining 
strips 12. As will now be appreciated, the chamfered 
surfaces 40 are provided on the upper end of the ribs 
20 so as to facilitate the engagement of the depending 
flanges 52 and 54, and the depending tabs 60 with the 
corresponding sides of the adjacent robs 20 thereby ef 
fecting a substantial clamping force on the adjoining 
strips 12. 
While the preferred form of the invention is to in 

clude the provision of guiding grooves 18 at each end 
of the strip 12, it is also contemplated that such grooves 
can be provided at only one end of the strip substantial 
ly in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 9, with the un 
grooved end of the strip 12' being provided with an 
edge formed at a 45° angle so as to mate with a similarly 
angled edge formed by a cutting along the grooves 18 
in the manner explained in detail supra. The use of a 
corner clip similar to the corner clip 14 in conjuction 
with the modified strip. 12' would also require a corre 
sponding modification of the clip. 

In view of the foregoing, it is considered to be readily 
apparent that a novel means has been defined wherein 
one desiring to provide a frame for a picture need only 
purchase a plurality of standard length strips and then 
quickly achieve the correct size frame by merely sever 
ing the strips by means of conventional cutting tools 
such as a hacksaw, and then quickly clamping the sev 
ered ends of the adjacent strips together thus forming a 
rectangular frame. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
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a. 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A picture frame molding consisting of an elon 

gated strip having a front surface and a rear surface, and 
a plurality of angularly extending cutting tool receiving 
stabilizing and guiding means located at spaced points 
on the rear surface thereof, said means including a plu 
rality of spaced grooves formed by a plurality of aligned 
longitudinally spaced quadrilaterally shaped raised por 
tions, each raised portion consisting of two longitudinally 
spaced parallel ribs extending at a 45 degree angle to 
the longitudinal axis of the strip and interconnected at 
their ends by inner and outer longitudinally extending 
ribs. 

2. The structure of claim 1 wherein the upper sur 
face of each rib is provided with chamfered longitudinal 
edges. 

3. A picture frame including a pair of elongated strips, 
said strips having abutting ends, the abutting end of each 
strip being angled at 45 degrees to the longitudinal axis 
of the strip so as to orientate the strips at 90 degrees to 
each other, each strip having a front surface and a rear 
surface, a plurality of angularly extending cutting tools 
receiving, stabilizing and guiding means located at spaced 
points on the rear surface of each strip, said means in 
cluding a plurality of spaced grooves formed by a plu 
rality of aligned longitudinally spaced quadrilaterally 
shaped raised portions, each raised portion consisting of 
two longitudinally spaced parallel ribs extending at a 45 
degree angle to the longitudinal axis of the strip and in 
terconnected at their ends by inner and outer longitudi 
nally extending ribs, and a corner clip positioned over the 
adjacent raised portions of the abutted strips at the 
abutted corner, said corner clip including a pair of de 
pending parallel flanges, one flange being received in the 
first groove outward from the abutted end on each strip 
in a manner so as to prevent separation of the strips. 

4. The structure of claim 3 including a pair of right 
angularly related depending flanges on the clip engaged 
against the adjacent outer longitudinally extending rib 
on each strip. 

5. The structure of claim 4 including a pair of de 
pending parallel tabs on said clip, one tab being received 
behind the first 45 degree angled rib outward from the 
abutted ends on each strip so as to prevent separation 
of the strips. 

6. A picture frame including a pair of elongated strips, 
said strips having abutting ends, the abutting end of 
each strip being angled at 45 degrees to the longitudinal 
axis of the strip so as to orientate the strips at 90 degrees 
to each other, each strip having a front surface and a 
rear surface, a plurality of cutting tool receiving, stabiliz 
ing and guiding grooves extending completely across the 
rear Surface of each strip at a 45 degree angle to longi 
tudinal axis thereof and parallel to the 45 degree angled 
end, said grooves being longitudinally spaced along each 
strip, each groove being formed by a pair of outwardly 
extending spaced ribs, the distance between the facing 
ribs of adjacent pairs of ribs being greater than the dis 
tance between the ribs of each pair, the first pair of groove 
forming ribs on each strip being spaced inwardly from 
the 45 degree end thereof, an outwardly extending rib 
on and parallel to the 45 degree end of each strip, said 
ribs being provided with chamfered upper longitudinal 
edges, and a corner clip frictionally engaged over the 
outwardly extending ribs of the abutted strips, said corner 
clip including a flat body and a pair of depending parallel 
flanges, one of said flanges being received in the first 
groove outward from the abutted ends on each strip in 
a manner so as to prevent separation of the strips, said 
chamfered edges facilitating the insertion of the flanges, 
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said corner clip further including a pair of depending 2,222,842 11/40. Humphrey ------------- 29-413 
parallel tabs, one of said tabs being received behind the 2,534,741 12/50 Swenson --------------- 40-55 
end rib on the abutting end of each strip in a manner 2,581,843 1/52 Edwards --------------- 40-155 
so as to prevent separation of the strips, said chamfered 
edges facilitating the positioning of the tabs. 5 FOREIGN PATENTS 

757,262 9/56 Great Britain. 
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