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o all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthatl, FRANCIS BLAKE, of Wes-
ton, in the State of Massachusetts, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvementin La-
bels for Trees, of which the following is a
specification.

The object of the invention isto prevent the
bark of the tree as the tree grows from crowd-
ing the label from its support. To accom-
plish this, instead of nailing the label to the
tree in the ordinary manner I cause it to be
held against the tree by a nail partially driven
into the tree through aholein the label enough
larger than the diameter of the nail to make
a loose fit, and a spring-clasp secured to the
nail close up to the front of the label by virtue
of its own elasticity, which, however, is suffi-
ciently yielding to allow a motion to the
spring-clasp and label along the nail longitu-
dinally as the tree grows and presses the label
outward.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents the
label, nail, and spring as they appear in the
practice of the invention. Figs. 2 and 3 are

detached views of the nail and spring.

The nail is lettered «, the spring-clasp b,
and the label c. v

The label is made of sheet-zinc or any suit-
able material, and ‘the exact form of the
spring-clasp is not essential, provided it has
a sufficiently-yielding movement, as de-
scribed. It is also obvious that within my
invention the label and spring-clasp may be
formed in one piece or that the label may be

-attached to the clasp in any manner and the

clasp so formed as to present a sufficient bear-
ing-surface against the bark of the tree to
causeittobe forced outward asthe tree grows.

I claim—

The herein-described label for trees, con-
sisting of a plate adapted to bear against the
tree, a nail passing through the plate and
adapted to be driven part way into the tree,
and means for yieldingly holding the plate
upon thenail to permitthe plate tomove along
the nail as the tree grows.

FRANCIS BLAKE.

Witnesses:

W. W. SwaN,
InpAa E. HANDREN.
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