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UNITED STATES
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No 590,894, dated September 28, 1897.
Application filed March 1, 1297, Serial No. 625,642. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JosgpH H. La FAVE, a

citizen of _the Umted btates residing at To-"

ledo, in the county of Lucas and btate of Ohio,

hzwe invented certain new and useful Im-;
provements in Bieycle Handle-Bars; and I

do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as- will enable others skilled in the art to

which itappertains to makeand use thesame.:

My invention relates to handle-bars for bi-
cycles and other velocipedes, and more par-
ticularly to that class known as ““adjustable”

handle-bars; and its novelty and advantages

will be fully understood from the followmom,

description and claims when taken in con-
Junction with the accompany ing drawings, in
whiech—

Figure 1is a perspective view of my im-
ploved handle-bar complete. Fig. 2 is a de-
tail elevation, partly broken away, showing
the connection of the bar proper to the stem
which is ordinarily inserted in and secured
to the steering-head of a bicyecle.

sleeve, which is fixed on the bar proper,

arranged thereon and securéd thereto. Fig.
5 is a perspective view of the upper end of
the stem, and Fig. 6 is a perspective view of
the mteuolly-‘vhl eadéd ring.
. In the said drawings’ smular letters desw-
nate corresponding parts in all of the qeveml
views, referring to which—

A 1ndleates a metallic stem, which is pref-

erably tubular and is designed to be inserted-

. in and secured to the steering-head of a bi-
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eycle in the ordinary manner. This stem A
is provided at its upper end with a tubular
head B of about the proportional width and
diameter illustrated, and this head at one
side or end is provided with indentations «,
which are preferably of a semicircular form
and are arranged a slight distance apart, as
shown, fora purpose presently to be described.

C indicates the handle-barproper, which is
preferably of wood and of any shape suitable
to the purposes of my invention, and D indi-
cates the sleeve, which is placed on the bar
C at the middle thereof. This sleeve D is
provided at one end with the exterior threads

Fig. 3isa’
detail elevation with the enlarged end of the

Fig. 4 is a perspective view.
- of a portion of the bar proper with the sleeve.

b and at its opposite end with the enlarge-
ment ¢, and in the inner side of the said en-
largement it has the annular recess d, the
purpose of which is to receive the indented
end of the head B and thereby prevent the

“collection of dust in the indentations a, so as

to always insure the proper working of the
device.. The recessed enlargement ¢ also

“serves in practice to hide the indentations ¢
ofthehead B from view, and thereby improves

the appearance of -the device. - As before

‘stated, the sleeve D is mounted on the han-
_dle-bar proper at the middle thereof, and it is

secured to said bar by the diametrically-dis-
posed pin E, as better shown in Figs. 2, 3,
and 4. This pin E is arranged in the same
vertical plane as the recess ¢, and is prefer-
ably of a length equal to the diameter of the
enlargement ¢ of the sleeve D, so that its ends
will be flush with the periphery of the said
enlargement, and, in addition to securing the
sleeve D to the handle-bar proper, it is de-

,swned and adapted to seat in diametr ically

opposite indentations a'of the stem-head B,
80 a8 to strongly and securely fix the handle—

_bar proper against turning in the said head.

.F indicates thé interiorly-threaded ring or

‘nut which is designeéd t0 engage the exterior
threads b of the sleeve D and whén turned in

the proper direction thereon to draw the han-
dle-bar proper and the sleeve endwise, so as
to bring the pin E into engagement with the
indented end of the stem-head B and securely
hold the pin in engagement with said head,
so as to fix the handle-bar proper in the po-
sition to which it has been adjusted. When
turned sufficiently in the opposite direction,
the ring F will permit of the handle-bar
proper and the sleeve D being moved end-
wise, s0 as to carry the pin E out of engage-
ment with the indented end of the head B
and admit of the handle-bar proper being
turned in the head B until its ends restin the
position desired, when the parts may be ad-
justed, as before described, to again adjust-
ably fix the handle-bar proper with respect
to the head B. 'To facilitate turning of the

ring F by hand, its periphery is preferably

milled or roughened, as shown, and for the
sake of uniformity in appearance the periph-
ery of the sleeve enlargement ¢ is also pref-
erably milled, as 111ustmted
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Ifrom the foregoing it will be appreciated
that the turning of the ring I in one direc-
tion permits of the handle-bar proper, C, and
the sleeve D thereon being moved endwise,
so as to carry the pin E out of engagement
with the indentations and admit of the han-
dle-bar being turned until its ends or hand-
grasps rest in the position desired by the
rider. When turned in the opposite direc-
tion, the nut or ring I, in virtue of its bear-
ing against one end of the head B, will draw
the handle-bar proper and the sleeve D
through the head, and will consequentlydraw
the pin E into two diametrically oppositein-
dentations a of the head B, and thus securely,
althonghadjustably,fix thehandle-barproper
with respect to the head B. It will also be
observed that in the present embodiment of
my invention the nut I may be turned by
hand and that consequently an adjustment
of the handle-bar will not entail the employ-
ment of a wrench or other implement, which
is an important advantage. If desired, the
pin E may be made of such a length as to ex-
tend from the periphery of the sleeve enlarge-
ment ¢ at one point into, but not through,
the handle-bar proper. Sucha pin, however,
would engage only one indentation of the
head B and would not effect as stronga con-
nection of the sleeve D to bar C or as strong
a connection of the sleeve D to the head B
as the pin E illustrated and described.

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
enti, is—

1. In an adjustable handle-bar for bicycles
and other velocipedes, the combination of a
stem havingatubular head provided with in-
dentations at one end, a handle-bar proper
extending through the tubular head of the
stem, a sleeve arranged on the handle-bar
proper and also extending through the stem-
head and having exterior threads and also
having an enlargement; said enlargement be-
ingprovided inits innerside with an annular
recess to receive the indented end of the stem-
head, a pin connecting the sleeve to the han-
dle-bar proper and extending into the recess
in the enlargement of the sleeve and adapted
to engage the indentations of the stem-head,
and a nut mounted on the threaded portion
of the sleeve, substantially as specified.

580,894

2. In an adjustable handle-bar for bicycles
and other velocipedes, the combination of a
stem having a tubularhead provided within-
dentations at one end, a handle-bar proper
extending through the tubular head of the
stem, a sleeve arranged on the handle-bar
proper and also extending through the stem-
head and having exterior threads and also
having an enlargement; said enlargement
being provided in its inner side with an an-
nular recess to receive the indented end of
the stem-head, a diametrically-disposed pin
arranged in the same plane as the recess in
the enlargement and extending through the
handle-barproperand also extending through
the annular recess of the sleeve enlargement
to the periphery thereof so as to engage two
indentations of the stem-head, and a nut
mounted on the threaded portion of thesleeve,
substantially as specified.

3. In an adjustable handle-bar, the combi-
nation of a handle-bar proper, a sleeve se-
cured on the handle - bar proper and hav-
ing exterior threads and also having an en-
largement provided in its inner side with an
annular recess, a stem having a head receiv-
ing the handle-bar proper and the sleeve
thereon and provided at one end with inden-
tations; said indented end being adapted to
take into said annular recess, means in the
annular recess of the sleeve for engaging the
indentations of the head, and a nut mounted
on the threaded portion of the sleeve, sub-
stantially as specified.

4. In an adjustable handle-bar, the combi-
nation of a stem provided with a tubular head
having indentations at one end, ahandle-bar
proper arranged insaid tubualar head,a sleeve
mounted on the handle-bar proper and also
arranged in the tubular head and having ex-
terior threads, a pin, for engaging the inden-
tations of the tubularhead,extending through

the sleeve and into the handle-bar proper so.

as to connect the sleeve and bar, and a nut
mounted on thethreaded portion of thesléeve,
substantially as specified.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
JOSEPH IH. LA FAVE. -
Witnesses:
GEO. B. ORWIG,
AUG. WOLPERT.
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