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To all whon, it may conce7n 
Be it known that I, ALFRED J. SHIPLEY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Water 
bury, in the county of New Haven and State 
of Connecticut, have invented a certain new 
and useful Improvement in Spacer-Buttons, 
of which the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description, 

I have herein designated the button of this 
invention as a “spacer-button’ in order to 
differentiate it, and also because of the fact 
that its shank is elongated by the addition of 
a spacer or piece of metal for the purpose of 
causing the body or head of the button to 
stand off from the fabric to which it is at 
tached the requisite distance to receive that 
which is to be applied to the button. 
The invention relates to tack-fastened but 

tons made of metal; and the invention con 
sists of a button having a spacer or shank 
elongating device composed of a flaring ring 
of metal folded together and connected to the 
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back, body, or head of the button by means 
of a tubular fastening device, such as an eye 
let or a hollow rivet, substantially as I will 
proceed now more particularly to set forth and 
finally claim. 

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating 
my invention, in the several figures of which 
like parts are similarly designated, Figure 1 
is a side elevation showing the button at 
tached to a piece of fabric. Fig. 2 is a verti. 
cal section of the closed-face button shown in 
Fig. 1 and illustrating an eyelet which may 
be used as the tubular fastening for connect 
ing the spacer to the head of the button. Fig. 
3 is a vertical Section of an open-face button, 
illustrating a hollow rivet or headed eyelet 
which may be used as the tubular fastening 
for connecting the spacer to the head of the 
button. Fig. 4 is a vertical section of another 
form of one-piece or open-face button, show 
ing a further modification of the tubular fas 
tening; and Fig. 5 is a similar section show 
ing the same sort of tubular fastening used 
in a covered button. 
The various figures of the drawings are pur 

posely exaggerated in order the more clearly 
to illustrate the invention. 

Referring now to Figs, 1, 2, and 5, a is the 

face of the button, preferably made with a 
central depression b and connected with the 
back c by flanging over its rim, as at d. The 
back c is made with a central depression e, 
forming a part of the shank. The spacer f 55 
is a flaring ring-like piece of metal folded 
upon itself to form a pocket. In Figs. 1 and 
2, g is an eyelet, of ordinary construction or 
other approved construction, one end of which 
is inserted in the pocket of the spacer and the 
other end of which is contained within the 
back of the button, and when upset the said 
eyelet constitutes one form of tubular fasten 
ing, which serves firmly to unite the spacer 
and the button-head. 

In order to attacha, button such as that de 
scribed to a garment, which may be repre 
sented by the full lines h, Fig. 1, and dotted 
section h, Fig. 2, the tack i, also represented 
in dotted lines, Fig. 2, may be inserted point 
foremost from the rear of the fabric through 
the spacer and eyelet and its point upset 
against the under side of the central depres 
sion b of the face of the button, and such 
point curled over upon and in contact with 
the inner member of the folded spacer, so as 
to bear upon such spacer and eyelet. 
As shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the head or body 

j is made as an open-face button-that is to 
say, it has no face-piece, such as a in Figs. 1 
and 2-and its central depression or shank k 
has added to it the spacer f, constructed as 
before, and such spacer and the head of the 
button are united by the hollow rivet or 
headed eyeletl, within which the point of the 
tack is upset and curled over upon the inner 
member of the folded spacer, as before. The 
employment of a hollow rivet or headed eye 
let in the open-face button is desirable for the 
reason that it conceals the otherwise un 
sightly upset end of the tack and makes a 
sightly finish when the button is applied. 
The hollow rivets or headed eyelets in Figs. 

3 and 4 differ in the convexity of their heads 
and in the sizes of cavities Within them for 
the reception of the tack and in the closeness 
of the fit within the hub or shank of the but 
ton. It will be observed that the rivet or 
headed eyelet of Fig. 4 has its head flattened 
down upon its shank. These hollow rivets or 
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headed eyelets may be made of steel, in order 
to serve most efficiently in upsetting the points 
of the tacks. 

It is obvious that the hollow rivet or headed 
eyelet may be employed also in the closed 
face button, as shown of one form, Fig. 5, and 
it is also obvious that the ordinary open-ended 
eyelet may be employed in the open-face but 
ton; but a button of the last-named class hav 
ing the open-ended eyelet will be subject to 

tubular medium, such as a rivet or eyelet con the objection of unsightliness before men 
tioned. p' 

I do not limit my invention to a folded 
spacer, the outer and inner members of which 
are of equal length, as shown in Figs. 2 and 
3, since it is obvious that these members may 
be made of different lengths-as shown, for 
instance, in Fig. 4-the inner member being 
usually the shorter. The spacer being flared 
its inner member forms an inwardly-converg 
ing passage-Way for the tack, and thereby 
facilitates the entrance of the tack into the 
button. Another advantage in making the 
spacer flaring is that it serves to gain a 
broader base of contact of the button with the 
fabric or garment and serves as a sort of 
washer between the button-head and the gar 
ment. 

It will be observed that the spacer is not 
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immediately connected with the head, body, 
or back of the button; but its connection with 
such head, body, or back of the button is su 
perficial externally and is effected by means 
of a tubular connecting device which is inter 
posed internally. 
What I claim is 
1. A button having a spacer or shank-elon 

gating device, composed of a pocketed, ring 
like, flaring piece of metal, and an internal 

necting said spacer and the button head, body 
or back, substantially as described. 

2. A button composed of a body, head or 
back and a spacer or shank-elongating device 
constructed of a piece of metal folded upon 
itself to form a pocket, and an internal tubu 
lar medium, such as an eyelet or a hollow rivet, 
inserted in the head, body or back of the but 
ton and extended within and between the 
folded members of the spacer or shank-elon 
gating device, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand this 14th day of August, A. D. 1895. 

ALFRED J. SHIPLEY. 
Witnesses: 

T. R. HYDE, Jr., 
CHARLES FEHL, 
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