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(54) ANGLE DETERMINATION FOR A GENERATOR

(57) Disclosed herein is a method of determining the
load angle and/or rotor angle of a generator system (10),
wherein the generator system (10) comprises a genera-
tor (11) with a generator terminal (15) for outputting elec-
trical power generated by the generator (11), a trans-
former (16) and a point of common coupling, PCC, ter-
minal (17), wherein the transformer (16) is arranged be-
tween the generator terminal (15) and the PCC terminal
(17), the method comprising: determining the field current
of the generator (11); determining the output voltage from
the generator terminal (15), the output current from the
generator terminal (15) and the power factor angle and/or
the power factor of the output voltage and output current
from the generator terminal (15), and determining the
load angle of the generator system (10) in dependence
on the determined field current, output voltage from the
generator terminal (15), output current from the generator
terminal (15) and the power factor angle and/or the power
factor; and/or determining the output voltage from the
PCC terminal (17), the output current from the PCC ter-
minal (17) and the power factor angle and/or the power
factor of the output voltage and output current from the
PCC terminal (17), and determining the rotor angle of the
generator system (10) in dependence on the determined
field current, output voltage from the PCC terminal (17),
output current from the PCC terminal (17) and the power

factor angle and/or the power factor.



EP 3 576 290 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] The present disclosure relates to the determination of a load angle and/or rotor angle in an electrical power
generator driven by prime mover, such as reciprocating engine or gas/ steam/ wind turbine or motor etc. for a power
grid application. The techniques disclosed herein provide accurate determination of the load angle and/or rotor angle
during high load conditions when magnetic saturation of the generator is prominent. The techniques disclosed herein
are particularly appropriate for detecting when an out-of-step condition has occurred.
[0002] There is a general need to improve known load angle and/or rotor angle determination techniques.
[0003] According to a first aspect there is provided a method of determining the load angle or rotor angle of a generator
system, wherein the generator system comprises a generator with a generator terminal for outputting electrical power
generated by the generator, a transformer and a point of common coupling, PCC, terminal, wherein the transformer is
arranged between the generator terminal and the PCC terminal, the method comprising: determining the field current
of the generator; determining the output voltage from the generator terminal, the output current from the generator
terminal and the power factor angle and/or the power factor of the output voltage and output current from the generator
terminal, and determining the load angle of the generator system in dependence on the determined field current, output
voltage from the generator terminal, output current from the generator terminal and the power factor angle and/or the
power factor; and/or determining the output voltage from the PCC terminal, the output current from the PCC terminal
and the power factor angle and/or the power factor of the output voltage and output current from the PCC terminal, and
determining the rotor angle of the generator system in dependence on the determined field current, output voltage from
the PCC terminal, output current from the PCC terminal and the power factor angle and/or the power factor.
[0004] The method may comprise the generator system further comprising a mechanical drive system arranged to
drive the generator so that the generator generates electrical power.
[0005] The method may comprise determining the output voltage and output current from the generator terminal and/or
PCC terminal comprises measuring the properties of the output voltage and output current.
[0006] The method may comprise determining the field current of the generator by measuring the field current of the
generator.
[0007] The method may further comprises filtering one or more of the determined output voltage, output current and
field current to remove noise components.
[0008] The method may comprise determining the load angle and/or rotor angle of the generator system by: determining
the open circuit voltage of the generator in dependence on the field current and the open circuit characteristics of the
generator; and determining the load angle and/or rotor angle of the generator system in dependence on the determined
open circuit voltage of the generator.
[0009] The method may comprise the open circuit characteristics of the generator being pre-determined data that has
been one or more of calculated, simulated, estimated and measured.
[0010] The method may comprise the generator being a cylindrical rotor; and the load angle being determined as: 

where:

δ is the rotor angle;
Vt is the rms value of the output voltage from the generator terminal;
It is the rms value of the output current from the generator terminal;
E is the rms value of determined open circuit voltage;
θ is the power factor angle; and
R is the internal resistance of the generator.

[0011] The method may comprise the generator being a cylindrical rotor; and the rotor angle being determined as: 

where:

δ is the rotor angle;
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Vp is the rms value of the output voltage from the PCC terminal;
Ip is the rms value of the output current from the PCC terminal;
E is the rms value of determined open circuit voltage;
θ is the power factor angle; and
R is the internal resistance of the generator.

[0012] The method may comprise the generator being a salient pole machine; and the load angle being determined as: 

where:

δ is the rotor angle;
Vt is the rms value of the output voltage from the terminal;
It is the rms value of the output current from the terminal;
E is the rms value of determined open circuit voltage;
θ is the power factor angle;
R is the internal resistance of the generator;
Xd is the nominal direct synchronous reactance; and
Xq is the nominal quadrature axis synchronous reactance.

[0013] The method may comprise the generator being a salient pole machine; and the rotor angle being determined as: 

where:

δ is the rotor angle;
Vp is the rms value of the output voltage from the PCC terminal;
Ip is the rms value of the output current from the PCC terminal;
E is the rms value of determined open circuit voltage;
θ is the power factor angle;
R is the internal resistance of the generator (11);
Xd is the nominal direct synchronous reactance; and
Xq is the nominal quadrature axis synchronous reactance.

[0014] The method may comprise the electrical power output from the generator system being less than 30MW.
[0015] According to a second aspect there is provided a method of determining whether or not an out-of-step condition
has occurred, the method comprising: determining a load angle and/or rotor angle of a generator system according to
the method of the first aspect; and determining whether or not an out-of-step condition has occurred in dependence on
the determined load angle and/or rotor angle.
[0016] According to a third aspect there is provided a generator system comprising: a generator with a generator
terminal for outputting electrical power generated by the generator, a transformer and a point of common coupling, PCC,
terminal, wherein the transformer is arranged between the generator terminal and the PCC terminal; and one or more
computing devices configured to determine a load angle and/or rotor angle of the generator system according to the
method of the first aspect and/or an out-of-step condition according to the method of the second aspect.
[0017] According to a fourth aspect there is provided a computer program that, when executed by a computing device,
causes the computing device to determine a load angle and/or rotor angle of a generator system according to the method
of any of the first aspect and/or an out-of-step condition according to the method of the second aspect.
[0018] According to a fifth aspect there is provided a computing device configured to determine a rotor angle of a
generator system and/or an out-of-step condition by executing the computing program of the fourth aspect.
[0019] The skilled person will appreciate that except where mutually exclusive, a feature or parameter described in
relation to any one of the above aspects may be applied to any other aspect. Furthermore, except where mutually
exclusive, any feature or parameter described herein may be applied to any aspect and/or combined with any other
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feature or parameter described herein.
[0020] Embodiments will now be described by way of example only, with reference to the Figures, in which:

Figure 1 shows the components of a generator system according to an embodiment;

Figure 2 shows the components of a computing device according to an embodiment;

Figure 3 shows how an open circuit voltage can be determined from a field current according to an embodiment;

Figure 4 demonstrates an advantage of the rotor angle determination according to an embodiment; and

Figure 5 is a flowchart of a process according to an embodiment.

[0021] The present disclosure provides an improved method of determining the load angle and/or rotor angle in an
electrical power generator for a power grid.
[0022] In order to clearly present the context of the present disclosure, details of background technology are provided
below.
[0023] Electrical power systems are exposed to a variety of abnormal operating conditions such as faults, generator
loss, line tripping, and other disturbances that can result in power oscillations and consequent system instability. Under
these conditions, appropriate relay settings are essential to ensure proper protection (i.e., the disconnection of generators
that lose synchronism and the blocking of undesired operation of distance relays associated with high-voltage, HV, lines).
[0024] During normal operating conditions, the electric power output from a generator produces an electric torque that
balances the mechanical torque applied to the generator rotor shaft. The rotor runs at a constant speed with the electric
and mechanical torques balanced. When a fault occurs and the amount of power transferred is reduced, the electric
torque that counters the mechanical torque is reduced. If the mechanical power is not reduced during the fault, the
generator rotor will accelerate due to the unbalanced torque condition.
[0025] During an unstable power condition, at least two generators that provide power to a power grid rotate at different
speeds to each other and lose synchronisation. This is referred to as an out-of-step condition (also referred to as a loss-
of-synchronism condition or an out-of-synchronous condition).
[0026] An out-of-step condition causes high currents and mechanical forces in the generator windings and high levels
of transient shaft torques. The torques can be large enough to break the shaft of a generator. Pole slipping events can
also result in abnormally high stator core end iron fluxes that can lead to overheating and shorting at the stator core
ends. The unit transformer will also be subjected to very high transient winding currents that impose high mechanical
stresses on the windings.
[0027] Accordingly, if an out-of-step condition occurs, it is important that the generator or system areas operating
asynchronously are quickly isolated from each other using out-of-step protection techniques.
[0028] Out-of-step protection is described in detail in at least: IEEE Tutorial on the Protection of Synchronous Gener-
ators (second edition), posted on 29 August 2011, see http://resourcecenter.ieee-pes.org/pes/product/tutori-
als/PESTP1001 (as viewed on 14 March 2018).
[0029] For a large power generation system, it is standard for an out-of-step detector, such as an impedance relay,
to be used to determine if the generator is correctly synchronised with the power grid. However, out of step detectors
are not normally provided for small synchronous generators, i.e. generators with a power output of less than 30 MW.
[0030] A particularly appropriate application for small synchronous generators is in smart grids. These are power grids
with a variable number of power sources and adaptable power output from the power sources. Another particularly
appropriate application for small synchronous generators is in micro grids. It is therefore desirable for small synchronous
generators to be provided with out-of-step protection at a much lower cost than the out-of-step detection and prevention
techniques that are currently used with large power generation systems.
[0031] A way of determining if a generator is operating correctly, or if an out-of-step condition has, or is about to, occur,
is by determining and monitoring the rotor angle and/or the load angle of the generator. An accurate and low cost
technique for determining the rotor angle and/or load angle of a generator is therefore desired.
[0032] A known and low cost technique for estimating the load angle of a generator is disclosed in D. Sumina, "Syn-
chronous Generator Load Angle Measurement and Estimation", AUTOMATIKA 45(2004) 3-4, 179-186. This technique
allows the load angle to be estimated from the measured output voltages and currents. However, the estimation of the
load angle is dependent on reactances in the system. This technique is therefore not accurate during a high load condition
when the high current causes magnetic saturation in the generator core. Accordingly, this technique is only suitable for
the estimation of load angle when the system is in steady state operation and it cannot be used to estimate the load
angle during the transient period for out-of-synchronous protection. In addition, the accuracy of this technique also
decreases when there is a change in saturation in the alternator core due to a variation of the power required to a load.
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[0033] Another known technique for estimating the load angle of a generator is disclosed in D. Sumina, "Determination
of Load Angle for Salient-pole Synchronous Machine", MEASUREMENT SCIENCE REVIEW, Volume 10, No. 3, 2010.
The load angle is measured using an optical encoder and digital control system.
[0034] Disadvantages of this technique include the need for the additional components of an optical encoder and
sensor. This increases costs and the modification of an existing generator is required in order for the additional compo-
nents to be installed. A no-load angle calibration is also required after each synchronisation.
[0035] The present disclosure provides a new method of determining a load angle and/or rotor angle in a synchronous
electrical power generator for a power grid.
[0036] The disclosed technique differs from known techniques by measuring the field current of the generator to derive
the generator’s open circuit voltage (also known as back emf or induced emf) in addition to measuring the output voltage
and current at a terminal of the generator. The field current is used to determine the open circuit voltage of the generator.
The load angle and/or rotor angle is determined from the open circuit voltage of the generator and the output voltage
and current at the terminal of the generator.
[0037] Advantages include accurate determination of the load angle and/or rotor angle both during steady state op-
eration, during the transient period for out-of-synchronous protection and/or under high load conditions. In addition, the
disclosed technique can be implemented at a low cost because there is no need for additional components such as an
optical encoder and sensor.
[0038] Figure 1 shows an generator system 10 according to an embodiment.
[0039] The generator system 10 comprises a engine/prime mover 12 that may, for example, be a reciprocating engine
or gas/ steam/ wind turbine or a motor etc.. The generator system 10 also comprises a synchronous electric generator
11 that has a terminal 15, unit transformer 16 and another terminal 17 at a point of common coupling (PCC). The unit
transformer 16 is provided between the terminal 15 of the generator and the terminal 17 at the PCC. The engine 12 has
shaft that is arranged to drive the generator 11 so that the generator 11 generates electrical power that is output from
the generator terminal 15, through the unit transformer 16, through the terminal 17 and out of the generator system 10.
The electrical power may be supplied to a transmission line 18 that supplies the electrical power to a power grid 19.
These components of the generator system 10, and operation of the generator system 10, may be the same as for
known generator systems.
[0040] The load angle (also referred to as power angle, rotor internal angle or internal rotor angle) is defined herein
as the angular difference between the open circuit voltage of the generator 11 (also referred to as the open circuit
armature voltage, no load voltage, emf, back emf, induced emf or internal voltage of the generator 11) and the voltage
at the terminal 15 of the generator 11.
[0041] The rotor angle is defined herein as the angular difference between the open circuit voltage of the generator
11 (also referred to as the open circuit armature voltage, no load voltage, emf, back emf, induced emf or internal voltage
of the generator 11) and the voltage at the terminal 17 at the PCC.
[0042] By monitoring only the load angle, only the rotor angle or both the load and rotor angle, the performance of the
generator system 10 can be determined and an out-of-step condition detected depending on the operating condition.
[0043] The generator system 10 further comprises a voltage sensor 22 for measuring the voltage at the terminal 15
of the generator 11, i.e. the generator terminal voltage, a current sensor 23 for measuring the current at the terminal 15
of the generator 11, i.e. the generator terminal current, as well as a field current sensor in the generator 11 for measuring
the field current.
[0044] The generator terminal voltage, generator terminal current and field current measurements may be time syn-
chronised samples that are input to a computing device 20, that may be a digital signal processor. The computing device
20 may use the received generator terminal voltage, generator terminal current and field current measurements to
calculate the load angle of the generator system 10. The computing device may output data to, for example, a display
25, and/or communicate data with other computing devices over a network.
[0045] Also shown in figure 1 are a resistor 14 and an inductor 13. These respectively represent the internal resistance
and reactance of the generator 11.
[0046] Although not shown in figure 1, the generator system 10 may additionally, or alternatively to voltage sensor 22
and current sensor 23, have a voltage sensor for measuring the voltage at the terminal 17 at the PCC and a current
sensor for measuring the current at the terminal 17 at the PCC. Together with the measurements from the field current
sensor, the rotor angle of the generator system can be determined.
[0047] In the embodiments described below, only the load angle is determined. However, embodiments also include
the same techniques being used to determine the rotor angle in dependence on voltage and current measurements
from the terminal 17 at the PCC.
[0048] The derivation of the calculation technique according to the disclosure herein is explained in below.
[0049] The active power output, i.e. real power output, from the generator 11 with a cylindrical rotor structure can be
defined as: 
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where:

- P is the active power output;
- Vt is the rms value of the generator terminal voltage;
- It is the rms value of the generator terminal current;
- θ is the power factor angle; and
- R is the internal resistance of the generator 11

[0050] Power factor angle, θ, is the angle between the generator terminal voltage and generator terminal current. The
power factor angle can be determined from measurements of the generator terminal voltage and generator terminal
current. The power factor of the generator system 10 is cos(θ).
[0051] The active power output from the generator 11 with a cylindrical rotor structure can also be defined as: 

where:

- P, It, θ are as defined in equation 1;
- E is the rms value of the open circuit voltage of the generator 11; and
- ∂ is the load angle

[0052] By combining equations 1 and 2, the load angle for a generator 11 with a cylindrical rotor can be calculated as: 

[0053] The computing device 20 may be configured to use equation 3 to calculate the load angle.
[0054] Advantageously, the determination of the load angle by equation 3 does not include the reactances of the
system. The accuracy of the determination of the rotor is therefore unaffected by any reactance changes in the generator
system 10 and the load angle can therefore be accurately calculated both during steady state operation and also during
the transient period for out-of-synchronous protection.
[0055] Figure 2 is a block diagram of the computing device 20. The computing device 20 comprises an open circuit
characteristics, OCC, block 27 and an angle computation, AC, block 32. The measured field current is input to the OCC
block 27. The OCC block 27 may use the field current and the open circuit characteristics of the generator 11 to determine
the open circuit voltage of the generator 11.
[0056] Figure 3 shows how the open circuit voltage of the generator 11 can be determined from the field current.
[0057] The open circuit characteristics of the generator 11 define the relationship between the field current and the
open circuit voltage of the generator 11.
[0058] The OCC characteritics may be derived during one or more experiments during a factory acceptance test (FAT)
of a generator when running the generator at no load and varying the field current within a controlled environment. The
OCC characteristics can be represented as shown in Figure 3. The horizontal axis represents various values of field
current and the vertical axis represents various values of open circuit voltage of the generator stator. This data is provided
to the OCC block 27 in, for example, a Look Up Table (LUT) or by a best-fit function relating the open circuit voltage to
the field current. The open circuit Voltage may therefore be determined from an actual field current using an interpolation
function, in the case of LUT data, or by equation evaluation in case of best-fit function. The open circuit characteristics
may therefore be pre-determined data for the generator 11 that may be stored in the OCC block 27, stored elsewhere
in the computing device 20 or stored remotely from the computing device 20 and provided to the computing device 20
when required. The open circuit characteristics of a generator 11 may be obtained through one or more of actual
measurements, simulations, calculations and estimations. In figure 3, the rms value of the field current is displayed using
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the per-unit, pu, system. The determined open circuit voltage may be the rms value of the open circuit voltage.
[0059] The AC block 32 of the computing device 20 may receive as inputs the open circuit voltage from the OCC block
27, the measured generator terminal voltage, the measured generator terminal current and, if not already stored in the
AC block 32, the internal resistance of the generator 11.
[0060] The AC block 32 may calculate the rms values of the received generator terminal voltage, generator terminal
current and field current measurements. The received generator terminal voltage, generator terminal current and field
current measurements may be filtered to remove any noise.
[0061] The internal resistance of the generator 11 may be pre-determined data for the generator 11 that may be stored
in the AC block 32, stored in a computing device that comprises the computing device 20 or stored remotely from the
computing device 20 and provided to the computing device 20 when required. The internal resistance of the generator
11 may be obtained through one or more of actual measurements, simulations, calculations and estimations.
[0062] The AC block 32 may determine the power factor angle from the received generator terminal voltage and
generator terminal current measurements.
[0063] AC block 32 may use equation 3 to process the received data in order to determine the load angle. The
determined load angle may be output from the computing device 20 to, for example, a display and/or another computing
device for detecting an out-of-step condition.
[0064] When the generator 11 is a salient pole machine, the AC block 32 of the computing device 20 alternatively
calculates the load angle as: 

 where:

- δ, Vt, It, E, θ and R are as defined in equations 1 and 2;
- Xd is the nominal direct synchronous reactance of the generator 11; and
- Xq is the nominal quadrature axis synchronous reactance of the generator 11.

[0065] The values of R, Xd and Xq are pre-determined data for the generator 11 that may be stored in the AC block
32, stored in a computing device that comprises the computing device 20 or stored remotely from the computing device
20 and provided to the computing device 20 when required. The values of R, Xd and Xq for the generator 11 may be
obtained through one or more of machine factory acceptance test (FAT) measurements, simulations, calculations and
estimations.
[0066] For a 2.5 MVA, 400 V synchronous generator, typical values of R, Xd and Xq are: R = 0.000669767 Ohm, Xd
= 0.176625 Ohm and Xq = 0.125 Ohm
[0067] Advantageously, in the determination of the load angle by equation 4, only the difference between Xd and Xq
is used and the variation of this difference with load is negligible with load change and does not significantly reduce the
accuracy of the determination of the load angle.
[0068] Figure 4 shows a comparison of determinations of rotor angle variations with active power output for a generator
11 with a cylindrical rotor.
[0069] Figure 4 shows a measured value of rotor angle variation with active power output. Figure 4 also shows the
determined rotor angle variation with active power output with the rotor angle determined by the known technique
disclosed in D. Sumina, "Synchronous Generator Rotor angle Measurement and Estimation", AUTOMATIKA 45(2004)
3-4, 179-186. Figure 4 also shows the determined rotor angle variation with active power output with the rotor angle
determined by the disclosure herein (i.e. in accordance with equation 3 with the voltage and current measurements
obtained from the terminal 17 at the PCC).
[0070] Figure 4 clearly shows that the determined rotor angle according to the disclosure herein remains accurate as
the active power output increases to a high value. This is a clear improvement over the known technique for which the
accuracy of the determined rotor angle decreases significantly.
[0071] The determined load angle and/or rotor angle may be output from the computing device 20 and used to determine
if an out-of-step condition has occurred, or is about to occur, in accordance with known techniques.
[0072] An example of how the system may be operated is for the rotor angle of a generator 11 to be continuously
determined. If the power output from the system is greater than, for example, 0.5pu and the determined rotor angle is
determined to be out of an acceptable range of values for, for example, three consecutive time steps, an out-of-step
condition may be detected and a protection relay may be triggered. Substantially real time protection of the generator
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11 is therefore provided.
[0073] Figure 5 is a flowchart of a process, according to the present disclosure, of determining a load angle and/or
rotor angle of a generator system, wherein the generator system comprises a generator with a generator terminal for
outputting electrical power generated by the generator, a transformer and a point of common coupling, PCC, terminal,
wherein the transformer is arranged between the generator terminal and the PCC terminal.
[0074] In step 501, the process begins.
[0075] In step 503, the field current of the generator is determined.
[0076] In step 505, the output voltage from the generator terminal is determined, the output current from the generator
terminal and the power factor angle and/or the power factor of the output voltage and output current from the generator
terminal are determined, and the load angle of the generator system is determined in dependence on the determined
field current, output voltage from the generator terminal, output current from the generator terminal and the power factor
angle and/or the power factor.
[0077] In step 507, the output voltage from the PCC terminal is determined, the output current from the PCC terminal
and the power factor angle and/or the power factor of the output voltage and output current from the PCC terminal are
determined, and the rotor angle of the generator system is determined in dependence on the determined field current,
output voltage from the PCC terminal, output current from the PCC terminal and the power factor angle and/or the power
factor.
[0078] In step 509, the process ends.
[0079] Embodiments include a number of modifications and variations to the techniques as described above.
[0080] For example, it is not necessary for the computing device 20 to be comprised by the generator system 10 and
the computing device 20 may alternatively be remote from the generator system 10 with the required data for calculating
the load angle and/or rotor angle transmitted to the remote computing device 20.
[0081] Due to the power factor angle being a function of power factor, equations 3 and 4 could alternatively have
defined the active power output in dependence on the power factor instead of the power factor angle. Embodiments
include the computing device 20 determining and using the power factor, instead of the power factor angle, in the
determinations of the load angle and/or rotor angle.
[0082] Embodiments are particularly appropriate for determining the load angle and/or rotor angle of a small generator
11 that supplies electrical power to a power grid 19, such as a smart grid or a micro grid. However, embodiments can
be used to determine the load angle and/or rotor angle of any size of generator 11. Embodiments may also be used in
other applications and with other types synchronous drives and prime movers (e.g. mechanical drive systems such as
engines).
[0083] The determination of a load angle and/or rotor angle is described throughout embodiments. The determination
of the load angle and/or rotor angle may alternatively be considered to be an estimation of the load angle and/or rotor angle.
[0084] It will be understood that the invention is not limited to the embodiments above-described and various modifi-
cations and improvements can be made without departing from the concepts described herein. Except where mutually
exclusive, any of the features may be employed separately or in combination with any other features and the disclosure
extends to and includes all combinations and subcombinations of one or more features described herein.

Claims

1. A method of determining the load angle and/or rotor angle of a generator system (10), wherein the generator system
(10) comprises a generator (11) with a generator terminal (15) for outputting electrical power generated by the
generator (11), a transformer (16) and a point of common coupling, PCC, terminal (17), wherein the transformer
(16) is arranged between the generator terminal (15) and the PCC terminal (17), the method comprising:

determining the field current of the generator (11);
determining the output voltage from the generator terminal (15), the output current from the generator terminal
(15) and the power factor angle and/or the power factor of the output voltage and output current from the
generator terminal (15), and determining the load angle of the generator system (10) in dependence on the
determined field current, output voltage from the generator terminal (15), output current from the generator
terminal (15) and the power factor angle and/or the power factor; and/or
determining the output voltage from the PCC terminal (17), the output current from the PCC terminal (17) and
the power factor angle and/or the power factor of the output voltage and output current from the PCC terminal
(17), and determining the rotor angle of the generator system (10) in dependence on the determined field current,
output voltage from the PCC terminal (17), output current from the PCC terminal (17) and the power factor angle
and/or the power factor.



EP 3 576 290 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the generator system (10) further comprises a mechanical drive system
(12) arranged to drive the generator (11) so that the generator (11) generates electrical power.

3. The method according to any preceding claim, wherein determining the output voltage and output current from the
generator terminal (15) and/or PCC terminal (17) comprises measuring the properties of the output voltage and
output current.

4. The method according to any preceding claim, wherein determining the field current of the generator (11) comprises
measuring the field current of the generator (11).

5. The method according to any preceding claim, further comprising filtering one or more of the determined output
voltage, output current and field current to remove noise components.

6. The method according to any preceding claim, wherein determining the load angle and/or rotor angle of the generator
system (10) comprises:
determining the open circuit voltage of the generator (11) in dependence on the field current and the open circuit
characteristics of the generator (11); and determining the load angle and/or rotor angle of the generator system (10)
in dependence on the determined open circuit voltage of the generator (11).

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the open circuit characteristics of the generator (11) is pre-determined
data that has been one or more of calculated, simulated, estimated and measured.

8. The method according to claim 6 or 7, wherein the generator (11) is a cylindrical rotor; and
the load angle is determined as: 

where:

δ is the rotor angle;
Vt is the rms value of the output voltage from the generator terminal (15);
It is the rms value of the output current from the generator terminal (15);
E is the rms value of determined open circuit voltage;
θ is the power factor angle; and
R is the internal resistance of the generator (11).

9. The method according to any of claims 6 to 8, wherein the generator (11) is a cylindrical rotor; and
the rotor angle is determined as: 

where:

δ is the rotor angle;
Vp is the rms value of the output voltage from the PCC terminal (17);
Ip is the rms value of the output current from the PCC terminal (17);
E is the rms value of determined open circuit voltage;
θ is the power factor angle; and
R is the internal resistance of the generator (11).

10. The method according to claim 6 or 7, wherein the generator (11) is a salient pole machine; and
the load angle is determined as: 
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 where:

δ is the rotor angle;
Vt is the rms value of the output voltage from the terminal (15);
It is the rms value of the output current from the terminal (15);
E is the rms value of determined open circuit voltage;
θ is the power factor angle;
R is the internal resistance of the generator (11);
Xd is the nominal direct synchronous reactance; and
Xq is the nominal quadrature axis synchronous reactance.

11. The method according to claim 6, 7 or 10, wherein the generator (11) is a salient pole machine; and
the rotor angle is determined as: 

where:

δ is the rotor angle;
Vp is the rms value of the output voltage from the PCC terminal (17);
Ip is the rms value of the output current from the PCC terminal (17);
E is the rms value of determined open circuit voltage;
θ is the power factor angle;
R is the internal resistance of the generator (11);
Xd is the nominal direct synchronous reactance; and
Xq is the nominal quadrature axis synchronous reactance.

12. A method of determining whether or not an out-of-step condition has occurred, the method comprising:

determining a load angle and/or rotor angle of a generator system (10) according to the method of any preceding
claim; and
determining whether or not an out-of-step condition has occurred in dependence on the determined load angle
and/or rotor angle.

13. A generator system (10) comprising:

a generator (11) with a generator terminal (15) for outputting electrical power generated by the generator (11),
a transformer (16) and a point of common coupling, PCC, terminal (17), wherein the transformer (16) is arranged
between the generator terminal (15) and the PCC terminal (17); and
one or more computing devices (20) configured to determine a load angle and/or rotor angle of the generator
system (10) according to the method of any of claims 1 to 12 and/or an out-of-step condition according to the
method of claim 13.

14. A computer program that, when executed by a computing device (20), causes the computing device (20) to determine
a load angle and/or rotor angle of a generator system (10) according to the method of any of claims 1 to 12 and/or
an out-of-step condition according to the method of claim 13.

15. A computing device (20) configured to determine a rotor angle of a generator system (10) and/or an out-of-step
condition by executing the computing program of claim 15.
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