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To all whom it may concern: 
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Be it known that we, Jose PH. Joss and 
JoSEPH KLINE, the said JosEPHI Joss being 
a subject of Great Britain and the said 
JoSEPH. KLINE, a citizen of the United States, 
residing at Douglas, in the county of 
Cochise and Territory of Arizona, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Compound Tools, of which the following 
is a specification. 
Our invention has relation to new and 

useful improvements in compound tools. 
The main object of our invention is to 

produce a device of this kind that will be. 
adapted for any one of the uses hereafter 
mentioned and which will be simple in con 
struction, durable and efficient. 
Our invention is no larger or more cum 

bersome than an ordinary two foot rule, 
however, the device may be of any length 
that is desired. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view our invention consists of the novel con 
struction and arrangement of parts as are 
described in this specification, illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings forming a part 
thereof and particularly pointed out in the 
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appended claims. 
We attain the above objects by virtue of 

the construction of our invention, which con 
struction is disclosed in the accompanying 
drawings, in which: s 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our in 
vention. Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof dis 
closing the opposite side to that which is 
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a view illustrat 
ing our invention when used as a square. 
Fig. 4 is an illustration of our invention 
when being used as a bevel. Fig. 5 is a 
segmental, front edge view of the device as 
seen in Fig. 3, partly in section. Fig. 6 is 
a vertical, transverse, sectional view on the 
line 6-6 of Fig. 2. Fig. 7 is an illustration 
of our invention while being used as a gage. 
Fig. 8 is an illustration showing our inven 
tion while being used as a scratch awl. Fig. 
9 is a vertical, transverse, section of our in 
vention on the line 9-9 of Fig. 2. Fig. 10 
is a vertical, transverse, section on the line 
10-10 of Fig. 8. Fig. 11 is a vertical, 
transverse, section taken on the line 11-11 
of Fig. 1. 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ings, in which like numerals designate like 
parts throughout, our invention is described 
as follows: 

The invention primarily consists in an 
ordinary foldable rule 1, which is provided 
with the legs 2 and 2' hingedly connected at 
3. Each of said legs is formed of two sec 
tions, which sections are hingedly connected 
together at their meeting ends by means of 
hinges 4. Secured to the leg 2 at said hinge 
3 or formed integral with said hinge is a 
semi-circular plate 5, which is provided with 
grooves or notches 6 extending in different 
directions from the pin 7 of said hinge 3. 
The other of said legs 2 has provided at its 
extreme outer end a recess 8 leaving a rib 9, 
which rib is adapted to be received by either 
one of said grooves or notches 6 when said 
leg 2 is placed in folded position and turned 
at the desired angle. When it is desired to 
form a Square, said rib 9 is caused to be re 
ceived by the center of said groove 6 as 
illustrated in Fig. 3. When it is desired to 
form a bevel said rib 9 is caused to engage 
one of the other of said notches 6 as illus 
trated in Fig. 4. In order to prevent side 
wise movement of the outer section of said 
leg 2, when in folded position, a pin 10 is 
provided upon the inner end of said leg 
which is received by a perforation 11 in the 
outer end thereof, when said leg is in such position. 
We have provided in the body of our in 

vention a level which may also be used as 
a plumb, when desired. Our level consists 
in a bulb 12 held in position within the leg 
2 of our device by means of eye-bolts 13, 
which extend through a plate 14 and are 
held rigidly in position by means of nuts 15. 
An opening 16 is cut in said plate for the 
purpose of seeing the bubble of said level. 
When our invention is used as a gage, leg 2 
thereof is placed in the position illustrated 
in Fig. 3 and the marker 17 is slid upon 
said leg 2 to the position desired, as illus 
trated in Fig. 7. Said marker 17 is slidably 
held to the lower section of said leg 2 by 
means of a rectangular band 18, which sur 
rounds the same. A recess or pocket 19 is 
cut in the under face of said leg 2, wherein 
is held by means of the staples 20, a scratch 
awl 21. When it is desired to use said 
scratch awl it is removed from its position 
and passed through one of a plurality of 
holes 22 in the rule provided for that pur 
pose. See Figs. 8 and 10 which illustrate 
our device while being used as a scratch awl. 
Our glass cutter is provided at the outer ex 
treme end of said leg 2' being designated by 
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the numeral 23. It simply consists in a 
small wheel rotatably held between the bi 
furcated portion 24 of said leg 2'. When 
used as a trammel a pin or other sharp 
pointed instrument may be passed through 
one of the holes 22 while a pencil or marker 
is passed through said hole 11, when an arc 
or circle may be described. Various radii 
may be had by changing the position of the 
pin from one of said holes 22 to another. 
Although we have specifically described 

the construction, combination and arrange 
ment of the several parts of our invention 
yet we do not confine ourselves to such spe 
cific construction, combination and arrange 
ment of parts but may exercise the right to 
make such changes therein as do not depart 
from the spirit of the specification or the 
Scope of the claims hereunto appended and 
which will appear necessary in the manu 
facture thereof. 
Having described our invention, what we 

claim as new, is: 
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1. A rule comprising two legs hingedly 
secured together, each of said legs divided 
into two sections which are hingedly con 
nected at their meeting ends, a semi-circu 
lar plate secured to one of the legs at the 
hinge and adapted to be carried thereby, 
said plate provided with a plurality of 
notches or grooves extending in different 
directions from the center of the hinge join 
ing said legs, the other of said legs pro 
vided with a recess at its outer end leaving 
a rib which is adapted to be received by 
either of the grooves in said plate, thereby 
holding the last-mentioned leg at the de 
sired angle. 

40 
2. A rule comprising two legs hingedly 

secured together, each of said legs divided 
into two sections which are hingedly con 
nected at their meeting ends, a semi-circular 
plate secured to one of the legs at the hinge 
and adapted to be carried thereby, said plate 
provided with a plurality of notches or 
grooves extending in different directions 
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from the center of the hinge joining said 
legs, the other of said legs provided with a 
recess at its outer end leaving a rib which 
is adapted to be received by either of the 
grooves in Said plate, thereby holding the 
last-mentioned leg at the desired angle, a 
pin provided upon the upper face of the 
last-mentioned leg which is received by a 
recess near the outer end of said leg to se 
cure the lower section of said leg against 
sidewise movement when in folded position. 

3. A foldable rule, said rule consisting of 
two legs hingedly secured together, a semi 
circular plate attached to one leg at the 
hinge and carried thereby, a recess cut in 
the outer end of the other leg leaving a rib 
which is adapted to be received by one of 
the grooves in said plate, each of said legs 
divided into sections hingedly connected to 
gether, a marker slidably held to the Outer 
section of the first-mentioned leg whereby 
the device may be used as a gage when the 
legs are held at right angles to each other. 

4. A foldable rule, said rule consisting of 
two legs hingedly secured together, a semi 
circular plate attached to one leg at the 
hinge and carried thereby, a recess cut in 
the outer end of the other leg leaving a rib 
which is adapted to be received by one of 
the grooves in said plate, each of said legs 
divided into sections hingedly connected to 
gether, a marker slidably held to the outer 
section of the first-mentioned leg whereby 
the device may be used as a gage when the 
legs are held at right angles to each other, 
said marker being held slidably in place by 
means of a rectangular band which encir 
cles the said first-mentioned leg of the rule 
and to which said marker is secured. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signa 

tures, in presence of two witnesses. 
JOSEPH JOSS. 
JOSEPH KLINE. 

Witnesses: 
GEORGE C. WALENTINE, 
JAMES WISH. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75. 

80 

85 


