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It is among ... the objects of the invention to 
provide a simple, unitary, inexpensive easel-pic 
ture frame that may be stamped from a single 
blank of any suitable material, that may be sold 
flat-and, may be readily set up for securely hold 
ing a picture in easel supported position and as 
readily collapsed when desired. 
'According to the invention, the unitary blank, 

preferably of ornamental paper board or flexible 
resin-impregnated textile; fabric or the like, in 
cludes an open frame panel, preferably rectan 
gular, having-a-base flap folded upward thence 
outward, the up-folded portion constituting a 
clamping strip for retaining in place in-folded 
flap means serving as a backing for a picture in 
the frame, while other flap means, folded inward 
is releasably locked by and against the outer 
part of the base flap at an angle to the panel to 
Serve as, an easel. 

. In the accompanying drawings in which is 
shown one of various possible embodiments of 
the several features of the invention. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the easel, frame 
set up for use...as seen generally from the front, 
sFig. 2.issa...view. of the frame similar, to Fig.il 

assegn generally from the rear, 
Fig. 3 is a view in longitudinal cross section 

taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 1, 
Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken on 

line A-4 of Fig. 3, and 
Fig. 5 is a view of the blank from which the 

frame may be made. 
Referring now to the drawings, the frame 

panel i3 is shown lectangular and has an Open 
ing of desired shape to expose the picture 2. 
Protruding from all four edges of the panel are 
flaps. One of these is a relatively short base 
flap 3 having a root 4 preferably the full width 
of the frame panel 8) and having a tranSVerse 
fold line 5 defining a clamping strip 6. This 
clamping strip is folded inward as shown in Fig. 
3 against the lower part of the panel to to re 
tain in position, the picture backing flap 7, 
Which desirably protrudes from the upper edge 
of the frame and is substantially the full height 
of the frame panel 0, it being desirably only 
slightly narrower immediately beyond the fillet 
8 at its root as shown, to be spaced slightly from 

the roots or fold lines 9 of the lateral flaps 20 
which extend for the entire height of the panel 
frame 0. 

Preferably the area, 2 of the base flap f3 be 
yond the transverse fold line 5 is of equilateral 
trapezoidal shape and its sides or legs have lock 
ing tabs 22 co-acting with corresponding slits 
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23 in the lateral flaps 20. These slits are pref 
erably U-shaped as shown to be at the flat, ends 
of short tongues 24 in the lateral flaps. 
The frame may be of any suitable sheet-ma 

i;5 terial-with ornamental facing and embossments 
to simulate any desired effects. The frame may 
be sold as an initially, flat unit with its four-flaps 
3, 7, 20, and 20-folded-inward against the back 

of panel frame. 0. It may be readily set up for 
:0 use by folding the top flap if 7 inwardly thereby 

to back the picture : 2, then folding the base 
flap. 3., upward and folding the trapezoidal area 
2 thereof, outwardly, and introducing the tabs 
22 into the islits 23 of the lateral flaps 20, which 

5 are folded inward against thesides of the trap 
eZoidal outstanding base flap area, 2 ... In this 
manner, the lateral flapS 20 are...buttressed and 
locked against the sides of the trapezoidal base 
flap. 2?, maintaining the clamping strip 6 inse 

20 cure engagement with the lower end of the in 
turned top or picture backing flap 7, securely 
to hold;the picture af2 in place. The lower edges 
of the lateral easel flaps; 20 are desirably, oblique 
as at 25, so as to retain the picture at the de 

25 sired slant, suggested in Fig.1. 
: The tongues 24 resiliently and securely grip 
the tabs 22 and thus the easel support will not 
be collapsed by every touch and it is quite stable 
in service. Yet the frame may be readily opened 89 by pushing apart the flaps 20 for release of the 
tabs 22 to permit replacement of a picture, or 
the flaps may be flattened in back of the face 
panel for storage. 
As many changes could be made in the above 

article, and many apparently widely different 
embodiments of this invention could be made 
Without departing from the scope of the claims, 
it is intended that all matter contained in the 
above description or shown in the accompanying 
drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and 
not in a limiting sense. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States is: 

1. An easel frame consisting of a unitary 
blank of sheet material, comprising an open frame 
panel having flaps unitary therewith and includ 
ing a base flap with a transverse fold line defin 
ing a clamp strip to underly the panel, other 
flap means held in place by said clamp strip 
against the back of the panel for backing a pic 
ture in the frame, and easel flap means, said base 
flap having means for Securing said easel flap 
means in Operative position. 

2. A picture frame comprising a unitary blank 
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including a rectangular open frame panel, flaps 
hinged to the four edges thereof, including a base 
flap, lateral flap means and top flap means, said 
base flap having a transverse fold determining a 
clamping Strip, the outer portion of said flap hav 
ing lock tongue means, one of said flap means be 
ing folded inward over the back of the frame 
panel for backing a picture and being retained 
in place by Said clamping strip, the other flap 
means being releasably held by said lock tongue 
means against the outstanding part of said base 
flap and serving as an easel. 

3. An easel picture frame, comprising a unitary 
blank of sheet material, including a rectangular 
Open frame panel, unitary flaps protruding from 
the edges thereof and including a top flap serv 
ing as a backing for a picture, lateral flaps serv 
ing as an easel and a base flap having a transverse 
fold defining a clamping strip for retaining the 
backing flap and having lateral locking means; 
for retaining the easel flaps in operative position. 

4. A unitary easel picture frame, comprising an 
integral blank of sheet, naterial, including a rec 
tangular open frame panel having flaps along the 
full length of each edge thereof, and including 
a top flap, lateral flaps and a base flap, said top 
flap being of substantially the area of the frame 
panel and serving as a backing for a picture, said 
base flap being shorter and having a transverse 
fold near its root, the area, between said fold and 
the root of said flap defining a clamping strip for 
retaining the backing panel, the body of said base 
flap being folded outward and having lateral lock 
ing tongues releasably fitting in corresponding 
slits in the lateral flaps, the latter forming an 
easel Support for the frame. 

5. A picture frame comprising a unitary blank 
of Sheet material including a rectangular open 
frame panel, unitary flaps, including a top flap, 
lateral flaps and a base flap hinged to the respec 
tive edges of said panel, each having a hinging 
root of substantially the full length of the corre 
Sponding panel edge, said top flap being of sub 
stantially the full height of said panel and later 
ally spaced in infolded position slightly from the 
roots of said lateral flaps, said base flap having a 
transverse fold defining a clamping strip there 
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below and having an outer equilateral trapezoidal 
part beyond said fold, with lateral tabs at the 
sides thereof, the lateral flaps having slits for re 
leasably accommodating said tabs to retain the 
lateral flaps against said sides and to maintain 
the clamping strip pressed against said inturned 
top flap. 

6. An easel picture frame, comprising a unitary 
blank of sheet material, including a rectangular 
open frame panel, unitary flaps protruding from 
the edges thereof and including a top flap serving 
as a backing for a picture, lateral flaps Serving as 
an easel and a base flap having holding means for 
retaining the backing flap in position and having 
lateral locking means for retaining the easel flaps 
in operative position, said lateral locking means 
holding said easel flaps so that they incline in 
wardly and rearwardly toward each other. 

7. An easel picture frame, comprising a unitary 
blank of sheet material, including a rectangular 
open frame panel, unitary flaps protruding from 
the edges thereof and including a top flap Serving 
for a backing for a picture, lateral flaps Serving 
as an easel and a base flap having holding means 
for retaining the backing flap in position and haW 
ing lateral locking means for retaining the easei 
flaps in operative position, said base flap having 
a substantially vertical portion serving as said 
holding means and a trapezoidal shaped substan 
tially horizontal portion carrying said locking 
mean S. 
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