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does the breaking or wearing out of one part 
involve the loss of the other, as in the ordi 
nary latch-needle. The action of the latch does 
not depend upon the action of either the yarn 
or cloth, as in other latch-needles, but contin 
ues to operate with the sanne precision and 
safety to the needles whether there is cloth or 
yarn in the machine or not, thereby rendering 
them much less liable to get broken and re 
ducing the strain on the yarn. Finally, by the 
use of the projection or cam on the needle to 
raise the joint of the latch, we are enabled to 
use a larger hook than in other needles wluere 
the latch or casting-off needle works parallel 
to the main needle. 
Having thus described our invention, we 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. Tlue: recess d in the needle-shank, to oper 

ate in combination with the stop c on tlhe 
latch, substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 

2. Making the needle and latch of one thick 
ness, and operating them in the same slot of . 
tlhe needle-bed, as specified. . 

3. The stop e and curved point of the latch, 
in combination with the cam g, constructed 
and operating substantially as and for the 
purpose described. 
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