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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HugHD, CLARK, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Co 
lumbus, in the county of Franklin and State 
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Locking Devices for 
Burial Waults or Casings, of which the fol lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

locking devices for burial vaults or casings 
and has particular application to a certain 
novel and useful structure of the type re 
ferred to, adapted to permanently contain 
the coffin, the vault or casings being con 
structed of metal. 

It is my purpose in the present instance, 
to provide a burial vault or casing construct 
ed entirely of metal, the arrangement of 
parts being such that the bottom or base 
may first be lowered into the grave and se 
curely anchored and cemented in position, 
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the coffin being then placed upon the base 
and the cover subsequentlv placed over the 
base and interlocked therewith in such man 
ner that a permanent secure fastening re 
sults. - 

Still a further object of my invention is to 
provide, in connection with the base and cov 
ering, an improved form of locking means. 
With the above recited objects and others 

of a similar nature in view, my invention 
consists in the construction combination and 
arrangement of parts, set forth in and fall 
ing within scope of the appended claims. 
In the accompanying drawings-Figure 1 

is a perspective view of a burial casing or 
vault embodying my improvements, Fig. 2 is 
a transversevertical sectional view through 
the same and showing the cover and base in 
interlocked position, said view being taken 
on the line y-y of Fig. 4, Fig. 3 is a sec-. 
tional view of a portion of the casing taken 
on the line a--a of Fig. 2, Fig. 4 is a view of 
a portion of the casing and base at the end 
thereof, Fig. 5 is a top plan view of a por 
tion of the base, Fig. 6 is an enlarged detail 
sectional view showing the cover in inter 
locking position, with the base, Fig. 7 is a 
similar view but showing the locking means 
in reversed or non-locking position when the 
cover or base- is assembled ready for ship 
ment, and, Fig. 8 is a detail perspective view 
of a portion of the base and illustrating the 
construction of the locking means. 

Referring now to the accompanying draw 
ings in detail, the letter A designates the 

base of the structure as an entirety, and the 
letter B, indicates the cover. Both the base 
and the cover are constructed of suitable 
metal such as sheet steel or the like. By ref 
erence to the drawings, it will be seen that 
the base comprising the raised or elevated 
portion 1 and having a horizontal flange 2, 
extending entirely around the same, this 
flange being provided at the longitudinal 
sides of the base with the vertical or up 
wardly extending flanges 3-3, which ter 
minate adjacent to the ends of the horizon 
tal flange. Mounted on the base, are any 
suitable number of keepers 4 which are also 
formed of metal, and in the nature of a 
strap or the like. The locking device which 
coöperates with the keeper, comprises an an 
gle plate 5, provided with relatively power 
ful leaf springs 6-6 fastened to what forms 
the vertical face of the locking device when 
the latter is in locking position, the other 
inhember of the angle iron extending beneath 
the keeper as is shown in Fig. 8. 
The cover B of the vault, which as hereto 

fore stated is also constructed of sheet metal, 
is provided at its bottom edges with a flange, 
which first inclines outwardly as at 7, then 
downwardly as at 8, then inwardly as at 9 
and upwardly as at 10, so that the flange 
thus formed is adapted to interlock with the 
spring clips or plates 6 of the locking device 
when the cover is in its assembled or locked position. 
The vault covering is also provided with 

any suitable number of hinged handles 11 
for carrying the same, while the base also 
has a suitable number of handles 12 prefer 
ably fastened to the horizontal portion of 
the flange of the base and thence turned up 
wardly as at 13 to form a firm grip. 
From the above description taken in con 

nection with the accompanying drawings, 
the construction and manner of employing 
my improved grave vault, will be readily 
apparent. It will be noted by reference to 
the drawings, and especially Figs. 6 and 8, 
that the angular member 5 of the locking 
device is simply slipped into the keeper 
without being permanently secured thereto. 
When it is desired to ship the vault or to 
mount the cover upon the base in a non-lock 
ing position, the angular member 5 is with 
drawn from the position shown in Fig. 6 
and may be slipped into the keeper as is 
shown in Fig. 7, that is, with the face of the angle iron carrying the locking clips or 
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members 6 turned upward into vertical posi 
tion while the other member of the angle 
iron is slipped into the keeper. The cover. 
may then be mounted upon the base without 
interlocking. When, however, the device is 
in actual use as in the grave, the base is first 
lowered into position and the coffin placed 
thereon and such base, if desired, may be 
cemented in place. The locking devices are 
then shifted into interlocking position as is 
shown in Fig.6 with the spring clips thus 
turned outward and downward and the 
cover is then placed over and drops into po 
sition, the spring locking clips Snapping 
over the upwardly turned portion 10 of the 
flange of the cover. It will then be noted 
that the cover is permanently and securely 
locked in position and as none of the locking 
parts of the device are exposed, the cover 
can only be removed from the base by de 
stroying the vault itself. 
What E claim, is 
1. A burial case comprising a base struc 

ture, a top adapted to rest on said base, hori 
Zontal slide-ways on said base, angle irons 
adapted to removably fit in said slide-ways, 
and a resilient latch on One leg of each angle 
iron, the position of the other leg of said 
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angle iron rendering said latches effective or 
ineffective. 

2. A burial casing comprising a base, 
longitudinal troughs on said base, U-shaped 
socket members of a shallow form and hav 
ing lateral flanges for attachment to the 
upper side of said base near its edges, a bolt 
member independent of positive connection 
with such base and of right angular form, 
outwardly bowed spring pieces fastened at 
one end and having their bowed ends free, a 
top to said casing and an internal trough 
formed upon said top, said bolt member 
being constructed to slide into said socket 
members with their spring supporting legs 
bearing against the sides of the troughs on 
said base members for a rigid bracing action, 
thereagainst when in operative position, said 
bolt members being reversible for sliding 
into said socket members in inoperative po 
sition. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
HUGH D. CLARK. 

Witnesses: 
Jose:PH. P. EAGLESON, 
R. B. CAVANAGH. 
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