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This invention relates to a device for Support 
ing tobacco curing sticks, and has for its primary 
object to retain a curing stick in a locked posi 
tion so that the impaled stalks of tobacco can be 
easily stripped therefrom. 
Another important object of this invention is 

to support a curing stick in a rigid position 
against the weight of the impaled stalks of to 
bacco, so that the tobacco can be properly held 
by the stick while curing. 
Another object of this invention is to obviate 

injury to the stalks of tobacco and to an Operator 
stripping the tobacco from the Curing stick, dur 
ing the stripping operation. 
These and ancillary objects are attained by 

this invention, the preferred embodiment of 
which is set forth in the following description 
and illustrated in the accompanying dra Wings, 
Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a mounting 
device for the tobacco curing stick, as constructed 
in accordance with the principles of this inven 
tion; 

Figure 2 is a Wertical sectional view thereof; 
and 

Figure 3 is a view in perspective of the device 
in use. 

In curing tobacco, the method most commonly 
employed is to impale a number of green stalks 
of tobacco on a stick, referred to as a curing stick. 
The stick is forced through the green stalk and 
the Stalk is evenly spaced thereon and suspended 
therefron. The stick is then secured in a hori 
Zontal position to a vertical support and the stalk 
is cured after a period of time. 

After curing, it requires considerable effort 
to renove tobacco stalks from the stick. It is 
usually accomplished by having one operator hold 
the stick, while another operator pulis the stalks 
therefron. However, during the stripping opera 
tion, the leaves are frequently damaged, since 
there is a tugging force on each end of the stick 
and the hands of the strippers are frequently 
cUt and Splintered. 

Therefore, it is the primary aim of the instant 
invention to provide a device for supporting a 
curing stick during the curing operations, and 
for retaining the same in a secured or locked po 
sition, So that only one person may be employed 
in stripping the stalks from the stick. 
AS seen in the accompanying drawings, the 

mounting device ) for a curing stick includes a 
bOX 2. The box is formed with a pair of parallel 
opposing side walls i 4 and a front wall 6, hav 
ing its upper end bent rearwardly and laterally 
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to form a top wall 8. The lower end of the front 
Wall is bent rearwardly and laterally to form a 
bottom wall 20, which terminates at its rear edge 
in an upstanding fange 22, defining a fixed jaw 
or locking member. 
A transverse slot 24 is formed in the top Wall, 

adjacent the front edge thereof, and the upper 
edge of a movable jaw or locking plate 25 is in 
serted therethrough. The upper end of the plate 
26 is slotted to form a plurality of tongues 28, 
the tongues being offset from the plate and bent 
angularly with respect thereto to pivotally journal 
the plate in the top wall. Of course any other 
means may be utilized for hinging or pivoting the 
upper end of the plate to the top wall, so that the 
plate is swingably mounted in the box. 
An elongated opening or slot 3 is formed ver 

tically in the front wall, adjacent to the bottom 
wall 20, and the lower portion of the opening lies 
in the same horizontal plane at the upper edge of 
the flange 22. One end 32 of a conventional 
curing stick 34 may thus be passed through the 
opening 30 in the front wall and through the 
back wall to rest on the fange 22. AS the Stick 
moves through the box, it can be seen that the 
lower edge 36 of the plate 26 will contact the 
upper portion of the stick. Thus, it can be seen 
that the stick will be held against withdrawal 
through the opening 30 in a rectilinear path, since 
the lower edge 36 of the plate 26 will grip against 
the stick. Thus, the lower end or edge of the 
Stick is preferably concave so as to grip the en 
tire upper surface of the stick. 
Means is provided for releasing the locking 

contact of the plate 26 and includes a releasing 
plate 38, which extends diagonally through a 
transverse slot 40 in the front Wall, the slot be 
ing formed above the opening 39. A slot 42 is 
formed transversely in the plate 2S and the upper 
end of the plate 38 is inserted therethrough, the 
upper end being formed with a plurality of an 
gular tongues 44 to hingedly mount the plate 38 
in the plate 26, As seen in Figure 2, an upward 
swinging movement or tilting movement of the 
stick relative to the releasing plate 38 will swing 
the same to the dotted line position and effect 
an upward swinging movement of the plate 26 
relative to the dotted line position, thereupon 
the Stick can be easily withdrawn from the box. 

In use, the box would be secured on a vertical 
Support, such as a post 46, as illustrated in Fig 
Ullre 3. Any conventional means inay be pro 
vided for attaching the box to the post or sim 
ilar Support, The stalks 43 of tobacco are im 
paled on the curing Stick 34 by forcing the stick 
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therethrough and the ends 32 of the stick then 
pass through the opening 30 in the box, as seen 
in Figures 2 and 3. 
The stick will then be locked in the box and, 

during the stripping operation the stalks can 
be stripped from the horizontally mounted stick 
which is held securely in the box. A tilting 
movement of the Stick, after removal of the 
Stock, upwardly relative to the release plate or 
member 38 will move the plate upwardly in the 
box to swing the plate or movable jaw 26 rear 
Wardly and bring the lower end 36 thereof out 
of engagement with the stick. The stick can 
then be pulled out of the box. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
as new is: 

1. A tobacco stick holder comprising a box 
having an opening for the reception of the stick, 
a jaw pivotally mounted for Swinging movement 
in Said box and cooperable therewith for fric 
tionally anchoring the stick therein, and means 
On the jaw engageable and Operable by the stick 
for disengaging said jaw from said stick for re 
leasing Same for withdrawal from the box. 

2. A tobacco stick holder comprising a box 
having an opening for the reception of an end 
portion of the stick, a stationary jaw in the box 
engageable with the stick, a Swinging jaw pivot 
ally suspended in the box and engageable by 
gravity with the stick for frictionally anchoring 30, 1,815,006 
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4. 
same in the housing in cooperation with the 
stationary jaw, and means on the Swinging jaw 
engageable and operable by the Stick for disen 
gaging said swinging jaw from Said stick for 
releasing said stick for withdrawal from the box. 

3. A tobacco stick holder comprising a box for 
the reception of an end portion of the stick, a 
stationary jaw in the box engageable with the 
stick, a swinging jaw pivotally suspended in the 
box and engageable by gravity with the Stick for 
frictionally anchoring same in the housing in 
cooperation with the stationary jaw, and means 
engageable and operable by the Stick for disen 
gaging the swinging jaw for releasing Said stick, 
said box including a Wall having an opening 
therein, said means comprising a member pivot 
ally mounted on the swinging jaw and extend 
ing through the Opening for engagement and 
actuation by the stick. 
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