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9 Claims. (CI. 45-86) 

This invention relates to a book holder and reading 
case and, more particularly, to improvements therein. 

It oftentimes is desirable to read and study from 
mere than one text at one time. In the reading thereof, 
it is necessary and desirable to have these books simul 
taneousy opened and available, so that cross reference 
from one to the other may be easily made. It will be 
appreciated that facilities for holding two or more books 
in an easily accessible manner for reading and cross 
reference are not frequently found. 
An object of this invention is to provide a book holder 

and reading case which holds two ormore books opened 
in a manner to permit easy cross reference between 
them when in an opened position. 

Another object of this invention isto provide a portable 
book holder and reading case which holds more than one 
book. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide an improved and useful book holder and reading 
C2à.S. 

These and other objects of the invention are achieved 
in a book holder and reading case which in one embodi 
ment consists of two boxes hinged at one side, so that 
they can be closed to form a small carrying case. A 
handle andlock are provided on the side opposite the hinge, 
so that the carrying case may be easily carried about. 
Inside the book holder there is space available for car 
rying several books and pamphlets. Twolids are provided 
in the book holder, one for each box. One of these lids 
ishinged at one end to the inside of one box so that it 
may be rotated cut of the box. Attached to its inner face 
is a supporting rod Whereby the lid, when rotated out of 
the box, may be supported by the rod at an angle to 
enable a book to be held in reading position on said lid. 
The otherlid is attached to the otherbox. A pair of sup 
porting rods are attached to the inner face of the other 
lid at one end and to the bottom of the inside of the other 
boX in a manner So that the other lid may be swung out 
of the other box to have one end supported by the hinged 
portion of the two boxes and the other end by the pair of 
supporting rods. Thus, a second book may be readily 
held by this secondlid. 
On the end of the second lid there ishingeablymounted 

a clamp memberto enable a pamphlet to be held therein 
in reading position. Thus, in the operated or open 
position, there is afforded means whereby at least two 
books and a pamphlet are held to enable ready cross 
reference between them. When not required, the books 
and pamphlet are inserted under the lids, which canthen 
be collapsed into the boxes, and the arrangement canthen 
be closed into a compact carrying case. 

Ef desired, the hinging may be omitted and the ar 
rangement canbe constructed of one large box with parti 
tions and lids to present the same arrangement as is ob 
tained when the portable bookholder is open. Thismay 
thenbe placed on top of a library table or may be pro 
vided with legs to be usable independently of a table. 
The novel features that are considered characteristic 
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2 
of this invention are set forth with particularity in the 
appended claims. The invention itself, both as to its 
organization and method of operation, as well as addi 
tional objects and advantages thereof, will best be under 
stood from the following description when read in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1, which shows the embodiment of the inven 
tion in closed form suitable for carrying the books; 

Figure 2, which is a view in perspective of the embodi 
ment of the invention opened and in operating position; 

Figure 3, which is a cross-sectional view of the embodi 
ment of the invention taken along the lines 3-3 of 
Figure 1, except that the invention is shown opened and 
in both operated and unoperated position; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the 
invention constructed of one piece without hinges and 
whichis suitable foruse on a library table; and 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the 
invention constructed of one piece and in the form of a 
table. 
The reading case and book holder shown in Figure 1 

include two rectangular boxes 10, 12 which have one open 
face andare connected at one side by hinges 14 asmay 
be seen in Figure 2. This enables the two boxes to be 
closed in an abutting manner, as shown in Figure 1, to 
provide a carrying case for books. The hinges also en 
able the boxes to be opened, whereby a first and second 
lid 16, 18 may be raised from the insides of the boxes 
by means ofleather handles 17, 19 into an operating posi 
tion. At the sides of the boxes opposite the hinge, there 
is attached to the case a handle 20 and a lock 22, Which 
may be of any suitable type, to hold the arrangement in 

i closed position. 
Attached to the second lid 18 is what may be described 

as a clamp member 23. This clamp member is suitable 
for inserting pamphlets 24 orotherliterature. The clamp 
member holds a pamphlet in upright position. Books 26, 
28 such as shown in Figure 3 are supported on the two 
ids. The first lid 16, when not in use, fits inside the first 
box 10, and rests on fourposts 30, each ofwhich is fastened 
in a corner. These four posts serve to support the 
lid when it is folded inside the box, so that it is close to 
the open face of the box and leaves enough room under 
it for a book. The second lid 18 when folded inside the 
other box also rests on four posts 30 just inside the open 
face of the boxes, whereby the box may be closed without 
any difficulty. 
The first lid ishingeably attached to the inside of 

the first box by a pair of hinges 32. This enables the 
first lid to be swung out of the box when required for 
use, as shown by the dotted lines in Figure 3. A sup 
porting post 34 is hingeably attached to the inside face 
of the first lid, so that when the lid is raised, the post 
will swing downward and enable the lid to be supported 
at an angle convenient for reading. The sides of the 
lid may have a Small, limiting edge, to prevent the book 
from sliding off the sides. 
The second lid 18 has attached to the inner face a 

pair of supporting posts 38. These are attached at the 
end of the lid which is toward the carrying side of the 
box. The other ends of the pair of supporting posts arre 
hingeably attached to the inside of the second box along 
a line parallel to the hinged side of the box and next 
to that side. With this arrangement, the second lid may 
be swung out of the box in the manner shown by the 
dotted lines in Figure 3, to assume a convenient angle 
for supporting for reading a book placed thereon as 
well as enabling ready reference to the other books. 
The end of the second lid may be rested against the 
front of the box and directly over the first lid. The rods 
or posts 38 are then resting against the back of the 
second box and are prevented from going farther. A 
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lip, or edge, is placed on the end of the second lid as 
Well as along its other edges to prevent the slippage 
of any book placed thereon. At the end of the second 
lid, to which the supporting posts are pivotally attached, 
but on the other face there is hingeablymounted a 
clamping means 23, vvhich can be swung into an up 
right position as shown by the dotted lines in Figure 3. 
A pamphlet or miscellaneous sheets of literature may be 
inserted in the clamping member and held for facile 
reading, as well as to enable easy cross reference to the 
remainder of the literature heid in the book holder. 
The back edge of the clamping member is shaped to en 
gage the Second lid So that it cannot be swung beyond a 
desired reading angle and will be supported substantially 
vertically. When the two lids are collapsed into the 
boxes, books may be carried underneath them. The 
two lidsare provided with slidinglocks 42, 44, which 
hold them in the collapsed position and prevent the 
books from forcing open the carrying case as a result 
of excessive shaking. 

Since in libraries cr around the home it is not neces 
sary to have the book holder closed to form a portable 
valise, Figure 4 shows a perspective view of anem 
bodiment of the invention made in one piece in the open 
arrangement which can be kept on a convenient table. 
The like functioning parts bear corresponding numbers. 
There is a centerpiece 56 which divides the large box into 
two smaller boxes or into a pair of boxes which abut 
one another and which serves the function of a stop or 
rest for the rod. 38 when in opened position and also 
serves as a partial support for the corner posts 30 (shown 
in Figure 3). Except for the one piece construction of 
the boxes and the centerpiece, the embodiment of the 
invention shown in Figure 4 is identically constructed 
and used as the embodiment of the invention shown in 
Figures 1, 2 and 3. . . " 

Figure 5 shows a perspective view of the embodiment 
of the invention equipped with legs 52 so that it can 
be independently used as a reading table. The construc 
tion, except for the legs, is the same as is shown for 
Figure 4. Similar functioning parts bear similar ref 
erence numerals. This table is suitable for libraries or 
in the home where it is desired touse regular table space 
for other purposes. - 

Accordingly, there has been shown and described a 
novel and useful book holder and reading case, which 
holds a plurality of books as well as other miscellaneous 
pamphlets in comfortable reading position while enabling 
ready cross reference thereof, and may be made portable 
if desired. - - - - , I 

I claim.: 
1. A book holder and reading case comprising a pair 

of boxes each having an open face, said pair of boxes 
abutting one another at one side, a first and second lid, 
first collapsible means to support said first lid fromone 
of said pair of boxes at a desired book reading angle, 
second collapsible means to support said second lid 
from said other of said pair of boxes at a desired book 
reading angle, said second collapsible means being adapt 
ed to support said second lid at a desired reading angle 
over said first lid, both said lids respectively fitting 
into said pair of boxes when said collapsible means is 
collapsed, and a clamp member attached to said second 
lid. 

2. A bookholder and reading case as recited inclaim 1 
wherein said pair of boxes comprise two halves of a 
single large box separated by a partition. 

3. A bookholder and reading case as recited in claim 1 
wherein said pair of boxes are supported on legs. 

4. A book holder and reading case as recited in claim. 1 
wherein said pair of boxes are fastened by hinges where 
they abut one another. 

5. A book holder and reading case comprising a single 
box open at one side, a partition dividing said single 
box into two boxes, a first lid adapted to fit within one 
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4 
of said two boxes, hinge means connecting one end of 
said lid to the inside of one of Said two boxes to enable 
said first lid to be rotated about said one end of said 
one box, a supporting rod, means to hingeably attach 
said rod to said first lid whereby said supporting rod 
may be moved to support said first lid at an angle when 
it is raised from said box to serve as a bookrest, a sec 
ond lid adapted to fit within the other of said two boxes, 
means for supporting said second lid over said first lid 
including a pair of supporting rods, means for hingeably 
attaching one end of said pair of rods to one face of said 
second lid near one end of said second lid, means for 
hingeably attaching the other end of said pair of rods 
to the inside of said other of said two boxes parallel to 
and near the side where said partition ispositioned where 
by said second lid if desired may be moved outward 
from said box over said first lid, and a clamp member 
hingeably mounted on said second lid to the other face 
and near said one edge to provide a pamphlet holder. 

6. A portable book holder and reading case compris 
ing a pair of boxes each having an open face, hinge means 
to fasten said pair of boxes at one side to enable their 
opening and closing in open-face abutting relationship, a 
first and second lid, collapsible means to support said 
first lid from one of said pair of boxes at a desired book 
reading angle, collapsible means adapted to support said 
second lid from said other of said pair of boxes at a desired 
book reading angle in conjunction with said first lid and 
also over said first lid, and a clamp member attached to 
said second lid. 

7. A portable book holder and reading case compris 
inga first and second box each having an open face, means 
to hingeably connect said two boxes to enabie their clos 
ing in abutting relationship to forma single closed box, a 
first and a second lid, means to support said lids respec 
tively inside said first and second box and near their open 
faces, hinge means connecting one end of said first lid 
to said first box whereby said first lid may be rotated to 
extend out of said first box, means to support said first 
lid at an acute angle when rotated out of said first box, 
means including a pair of hingeably connected rods to 
support said second lid over said first lid, and clamp 
means attached to said second lid at one end and adapted 
to be pivoted to a convenient position relative to the posi 
tion of said second lid. 

8. A portable book holder and reading case comprising 
two boxes each having one side open, hinge means to con 
nect said two boxesto enable their closing in abutting rela 
tionship to form a single closed box, a first lid adapted to 
fit within one of said two boxes, hinge means connecting 
one end of said lid to the inside of one of said two boxes 
to enable said first lid to be rotated about said one end 
out of said one box, a supporting rod, means to hinge 
ably attach said rod to said first lid whereby said support 
ing rod may be moved to support said first lid at an angle 
when it is raised from said box to serve as a bookrest, a 
second lid adapted to fit within the other of said two boxes, 
a pair of Supporting rods, means for hingeably attaching 
one end of said pair of rodsto one face of said second lid 
nearone end of said second lid, means forhingeably at 
taching the other end of said pair of rods to the inside of 
said other of Said two boxes parallel to and near the side 
to which said hinge means connects said two boxes where 
by said second lid may be moved outward from said box 
to provide a secondbookrest, anda clamp member hinge 
ablymounted on said secondlid to the other face and near 
said one edge to provide a pamphlet holder. 

9. A portable book holder and reading case as recited 
in claim 8 whereinin the corners on the inside of said boxes 
there are attached spacer. members having a length to per 
miteach of said lidsto be supported inside said respective 
boxes. spaced from the face-opposite said open faces to 
enable booksto be carried in said space. 

(References on following page) 
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