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IMPROVEMENT IN FENCE-POSTS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 136,406, dated March 4, 1873.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES M. BELBE of
Cassadaga, in the countv of Chautauqua and
State of New York, have invented a certain
new Implovement in Fence-Posts, of which
the following is a specification:

My 1mp10vement relates’ to that class of
fence-posts in which the lower part which en-
ters the ground is made of iron and the up-
per portion of wood. The invention consists
of a metallic base part inserted in & slot in the
wooden portion of the post, and provided with
two vertical flanges, the upperportionsof which
overlap the lower end of the post on opposite
sides, and secure the base part in the slot of
the wooden post without requiring any addi-
tional fastening device, said flanges serving
at the same time to give the requned stxﬁness
to the base part.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
an elevation of my improved fence-post ar-
ranged in a board-fence. TFig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of the fence- -post; and Fig. 3,a cross-
section on an enlarged scale in hue x m, Fig. 1.

Like letters designate like parts in all of the
figures.

A represents the wooden portion of the post,
and & the slot formed in the lower end thereof.
B is the web or main portion of the metallic
base part, whieh is preferably constructed of
sheet-iron, and b b the vertical flanges thereof,
arranged at right angles to the web B, and
uarned in oppos1te dlrectwns, as clearly shown
in Figs, 2and 3. The web B of the base-piece

is inserted in the slof a of the post A, When
the upper portions of the flanges b b ovellap
and fit snugly against the front and back of
the wooden post, whereby a firm connection
of the base-piece with the latter is obtained
without the employment of any additional
fastening device. The flanges b b serve at the
same time to give the required stiffness to the
base-piece, and oppose the necessary resistance
to any movement in the direction of the web
B. - The base-piece being constructed of thin
metal, it is readily driven into the ground, and
requlres only a narrow slot in the post A for

its connection therewith, which does not ma-

terially reduce the strength of the post. The
upper corners b’ of the flanges b may-be in-

dented in the post A, so as to hold it more
firmly against vertical displacement.

My improved fence-post is of the. sunplesb
construction, and very cheaply produced, while
it possesses the required strength and sta-
bility. .

I claim as my invention—

A fence-post composed of the wooden por-
tion A, provided with the slot & and the me-
tallic base-piece B inserted therein, and pro-
vided with the fastening-flanges b b, resting

.against the front and back of the wooden post,

substantially as shown and described.
JAMES M. BEEBE,

Witnesses:
W. W. FISHER,
A. BAILEY,




