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To all, whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JOSHUA. S. SHEETs, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Philadelphia, county of Philadelphia, and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented an Im 
provement in Cover-Retainers for Kettles 
and Like Vessels, of which the following is a 
specification. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

retaining device for covers or lids of kettles 
and like vessels that will prevent all acci 
dental removal of said lids or covers when in 
use and yet be of such construction as to be 
inexpensive, neat, and perfectly adaptable to 
either wooden or metal vessels. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a side elevation of a portion of a kettle, show 
ing my improved device and a portion of the 
handle of said kettle. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec 
tional view of the whole kettle, and Fig. 3 is 
a perspective view of the device. 
A is the body of the kettle; B, the lid or 

cover; C, the handle-sockets; D, the handle, 
and E my improved device. 
For simplicity and cheapness of construc 

tion I form the device E of a single piece of 
wire bent in the form clearly represented in 
Fig. 3, having at one end the horizontal U 
shaped recess e, to which is adapted the op 
posite or free end of the wire, which termi 
nates in an inverted hook-shaped portion e'. 
In use I apply two of these devices E to the 
kettle situated, preferably, about opposite 
each other, and secure them to the body of 
the kettle, as shown in Fig. 1, preferably by 

means of solder F. It will be noticed that 
the solder F securely binds that portion of 
the device which is inoperative, the portione' 
and its downward extension being left free 
in order that the hook end, which is adapted 
to rest over the periphery of the lid B when 
in its initial position, can be pressed back to 
permit of the removal of the lid. The hori 
Zontal U-shaped portion surrounding the stem 
of the hooke' prevents this stem from being 
pressed so far in an outward direction as to 
injure the spring of the same. 
The operation of the device is as follows: 

I secure to the body of the kettle two of the 
retaining devices E, placed opposite each 
other, as shown in Fig. 2, with the hook ende' 
projecting over and above the outer periph 
ery of the lid B. To remove the lid, the hook 
ends e' are pressed outward by the hand of 
the operator until the periphery of the lid B 
is free, and then the lid B can be removed at 
will. 

I claim as my invention 
A lid-retainer for kettles or like vessels, 

formed of the bent wire E, said bent wire com 
prising the spring-hook end e' and the re 
cessed portion e with their connecting exten 
sions, substantially as and for the purpose set 
forth. 

In testimony of which invention I hereunto 
set my hand. 

JOSHUA S. SHEETS. 
Witnesses: 

ALFRED B. MASON, 
GUSTAVUSA. KURTZ. 
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