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1 Claim.

This invention relates to improvements in col-
lapsible stands.

The main objects of this invention are to pro-
vide an improved and more efficient collapsible

stand; to provide a stand which may more readily

be assembled and dismantled; to provide a col-
lapsible stand having a cup portion suspended be-
tween supporting legs; to provide in a device of
this character improved means for anchoring the
legs to the supporting cup; to provide a collapsi-
ble stand of this character which shall be simple
in construction and operation and relatively in-
" expensive to manufacture; and especially to pro-
vide such stands adapted to hold objects such as
a Christmas tree erect.

An illustrative embodiment of this invention is
shown in the accompanying drawing in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my improved
stand,

Fig. 2 is an enlarged side elevation of one of
the legs and a sectional view of the cup taken on
the line 2—2 of Fig. 3.

Fig. 3 is a top plan view,

Fig. 4 is'a bottom plan view.

Fig. 5 is & sectional view taken on the line 5—5
of Fig, 2.

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary detail, similar
to Fig. 2, illustrating the manner of securing one
of the legs to the cup by relative vertical move-
ment,

Fig, 7 is a plan view taken on the line 1—1T
of Fig. 6.

Fig, 8 is a plan view taken on the line 8—8
of Fig. 2.

Referring in detail to the drawing, the struc- 3

ture of my invention comprises a deep cup-like
cast receptacie I, having a top flange 2 provided
with a plurality of laterally extending equidis-
tantly spaced ears 3 each having a vertical aper-
ture 4 therein. Said receptacle also has an in-
tegrally formed downwardly extending flange 8
provided with a corresponding series of vertically
extending equidistantly spaced edge slots 6. A
plurality of removable cast legs T are provided to
suspend and support the receptacle {. Each of
the slots 6 lies in the same radial vertical plane
as the corresponding aperture 4.

Hach of the legs T is provided with an upstand-
ing lug 8, an internally threaded aperfure 9 to
receive a thumbscrew 10, a horizontally extending
inward portion i1 having grooves {2 in each of the
side edges which form a T {3 on the end of por-
tion 11, As viewed in Fig. 6, the right hand ver-
tical edge of each of the grooves 12 lies substan-
tially in a vertical plane while the left hand edge
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lies in a diagonal plane. Each of the legs
T on its diagonally remote lower end is provided
with a foot {4 which is substantially below the
main bhody of leg T so as to position the receptacle
i well above the floor line when the device is in
use.

In assembling the device the thumbscrew 18 is
turned cutwardly to the position shown in Fig. 6.
The lug 8 of leg T is then partially inserted in the
ear aperture 4 and.the neck {5 of the T 13 in-
serted in the corresponding siot ¢ of flange §.
The entire leg T is then moved upwardly as viewed
in Pig, 6 to the position shown in Fig. 2. The
thumbscrew 19 is then turned inwardly until the
end {8 passes through wall aperture 8. The leg
cannot now bhe displaced from the recepiacle.
Hach of the other two legs is secured to the re-
ceptacle in the same manner. The bottom end
of the trunk of a tree 17 is now seated in the
cup or receptacle | and the three thumbscrews 18
each turned inwardly an equal distance until the
ends {8 of the screws {8 abut firmly against and
imbed themselves somewhat in the adjacent part
of the tree trunk, thereby retaining the tree in
an upright vertical position.

To collapse the stand the thumbscrews {8 are
each turned outwardly to the position shown in
Fig. 6, and the legs moved downwardly, thereby
releasing them from the receptacle {.

It will be seen that after the lugs 8 of legs 1
are inserted in the respective ear apertures 4, and
the joint produced between the flange 5 and T 13
of portion {1 and the ends {8 of thumbscrews {J
are inserted through the respective wall apertures
{5 of the receptacle 1, the legs will be locked to
the receptacle and cannot be displaced therefrom
until the thumbscrews are withdrawn from the
aperture (86,

It is obvious that, when the tree is locked in
place, all of the stresses exerted on the stand as
a whole by the weight of the tree are evenly dis-
tributed.

It will be apparent that this stand may readily
be utilized for numerous other purposes than
merely a Christmas tree stand, as for instance, it
may be used as a flag stand, or a stand for porta-
ble or collapsible hall trees and the like,

I; is to be understood that scme of the details
set forth may be altered or omitted without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention as de-
fined by the appended claim.

I claim: )

A stand of the character described comprising
a deep cup-like receptacle having a plurality of
equidistantly spaced horizontally extending ears,
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each having an aperture therein, said receptacle
also having a series of equidistantly spaced aper-
tures in its wall, each located adjacent the lip of
said cup and centrally under each of said ears, an
integrally formed downwardly extending flange
on the lower edge of said receptacle having a
plurality of equidistantly spaced vertically ex-
tending slots therein, each of said slots lying in
the same radial vertical plane as the correspond-
ing wall aperture, a plurality of horizontally ex-
tending legs, one end of each of said legs having
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an upstanding lug portion adapted for insertion
in one of the ear apertures and a horizontally ex-
tending inward portion on its lower part provided
with a T-head adapted for insertion in the corre-
sponding slot of the receptacle flange for locking
engagement with the flange and a thumbscrew
on each of said legs adapted for insertion in one
of the side wall apertures and into the interior
of said receptacle.
PAUL TIMKO.



