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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,148,949 

TENT POLE 

Minnie Kate Mahaffey, Memphis, Tenn. 
Application July 23, 1938, Seria No. 220,956 

2. Claims. (Cl. 135-15) 
This invention relates to poles and particularly 

tent poles. 
An object of the present invention is to provide 

a tent pole of the telescoping kind having block 
and tackle means associated therewith in a novel 
and efficient manner whereby to facilitate the 
extending and telescoping of the pole as and if 
desired. 
Among other objects of the invention are the 

provision of a pole as may be employed in Con 
nection with all sizes of tents; to provide a tele 
Scoping tent pole the sections of which may be 
readily separated for haulage and storage pur 
poses; to provide a tent pole whereby the center 
of the tent may be raised with more ease and less 
man power than now required; to provide a tent 
pole whereby the same may be extended or tele 
scoped for adjusting slack in guy line ropes; and 
to provide a pole of the character above men 
tioned which Will be found especially useful in 
connection with large tents, Such as 'gospel' or 
“show' tentS. 
The invention together With its objects and 

advantages Will be best understood from a study 
of the following description taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawings wherein:- 

Figure 1 is an elevational view of the pole, the 
same being shown extended. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged detail sectional view 
through the pole in extended position. 

Figure 3 is an elevational view of the pole in 
telescoped condition. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken substantially 
on the line 4-4 of Figure 3. 

Figure 5 is a Sectional View taken Substantially 
on the line 5-5 of Figure 2. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a hook mem 
ber hereinafter more fully referred to. 

Referring to the drawings by reference numer 
als it will be seen that the pole, in the preferred 
embodiment thereof, comprises a Suitable base 5 
to which a pole section 6 is Secured in any suitable 
manner but preferably Welded to the base 5 as 
shown in Figure 2 and indicated at . 
The pole section 6 constitutes the fixed or sta 

tionary Section of the pole and telescopically re 
ceives a pole section 8 that on its upper end is 
provided with a cap 9. Welded to the cap 9 is the 
tent fabric pin 0. 
A salient feature of the present invention is the 

provision of a block and tackle for use in facili 
tating the extending and telescoping of the pole 
and the securing of the pole at the desired posi 
tion of adjustment. In this connection it will be 

seen that in accordance with the preferred em 
bodiment of the invention there is provided on 
the upper end of the fixed pole section 6 a collar 
lf which at a suitable point in its periphery has 
a portion thereof pressed outwardly into the form 
of a U to provide a loop 2. 
The loop 2 is adapted to be engaged by a hook 
3 for suspending from the collar a block and 

tackle assembly 4. 
The block and tackle assembly 4 embodies a 

pulley block 5 equipped with an eye f6 with 
Which the hook 3 is engaged as shown. Com 
plemental to the block 5 is a pulley block 7, and 
trained over the pulleys in the blocks is the rope 
8 that is used in an obvious manner for pulling 
the block f towards the block 5 incidental to 
the extending of the post section 8 relative to the 
post section 6. 
The block at the bottom thereof is provided 

with a hook 9 with which is engaged the eye or 
loop 20 of a hook 2. 

Preferably loop or eye 20 is welded to hook 2 
Which latter is formed from a single length of 
Wire or other suitable material with the hook off 
Set at the angle illustrated to the eye 20 and en 
gageable with the pole section 8 through the me 
dium of an opening 22 provided therefor in the 
lower end portion of the pole section 8. 

Also, integral with the hook 21 and projecting 
from the eye 20 substantially at right angles 
thereto at the point of junction between the hook 
2 and eye 20 is a stoplug 23 that engages the pole 
8 above the opening 22 in a manner clearly shown 
in Figure 2 and in a manner to insure the main 
taining of the hook 2 properly engaged with the 
pole Section 8. 
To accommodate the hook 2 and lug 23 the 

pole Section 6 is provided with a longitudinal slot 
24. 
For the cable f8 there is provided an anchor 

bar 25 that extends diametrically through the 
pole Section 6 adjacent the lower end of the 
Section and about which the cable 8 is wrapped 
as ShoWn in Figure 1 to Secure the pole section 
8 at the desired position of adjustment relative 
to the pole Section 6. In this connection it, Will 
be noted that the bar 25 is arranged in the path 
of the pole Section 8 and thus Serves as a stop 
and Support for the Section 8 When the latter 
is in its lowermost telescoped position. It will be 
understood that bar 25 may be removed and the 
upper section 8 lowered completely within the 
Section 6 to rest on the ground when the Sections 
are fully telescoped. 

It is thought that a clear understanding of the 
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construction, utility and advantages of a tent 
pole embodying the features of the present in 
vention will be had without a more detailed de 
Scription thereof. - 

Having thus described the invention what is 
claimed as new is:- 

1. A telescopic tent pole comprising a pair of 
outer and inner sections, respectively, the inner 
section for extension and retraction relative to 
the Outer Section, and means to extend said inner 
section comprising a block and tackle anchored 
to the upper end of the outer section and in 
cluding a hook operatively connected to the 
lower end of the inner Section, said outer section 
being provided with a longitudinal guide slot 
therein for projection of the hook therethrough 
and travel of the latter therein in connection with 
the inner section, said hook and slot coacting to 
prevent relative turning of the sections, and Said 
hook being provided with a lateral Stop pin ex 
tending into said slot for engagement with the 
upper end of the slot to limit extension of the 
inner section, the hook being detachable from 
the inner section for removal of the Same to 
gether with the stop pin out of said slot to provide 
for withdrawal of the inner Section Out of the 
outer section. 

2,148,949 
2. A telescopic tent pole comprising a pair of 

outer and inner Sections, respectively, the inner 
section for extension and retraction relative to 
the outer section, and means to extend said inner 
Section comprising a block and tackle anchored 
to the upper end of the outer section and includ 
ing a hook operatively connected to the lower 
end of the inner section, said outer section being 
provided with a longitudinal guide slot therein 
for projection of the hook therethrough and 
travel of the latter therein in connection with 
the inner section, said hook and slot coacting to 
prevent relative turning of the Sections, and said 
hook being provided with a lateral stop pin ex 
tending into said slot for engagement with the 
upper end of the slot to limit extension of the 
inner section, the hook being detachable from 
the inner section for removal of the Same to 
gether with the stop pin out of said slot to pro 
wide for withdrawal of the inner section out of 
the outer section, and a cleat bar at the lower 
end of the outer section for the attachment of 
the tackle thereto to Sustain the inner Section 
when extended, said bar projecting through the 
outer section to function as a stop limiting re 
traction of the inner Section. 

MINNE KATE MAHAFFEY. 
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