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This invention relates to fruit packing and 
Weighing stands for use in the orchard in packing 
fruit into lug boxes, and particularly represents 
improvements over the stand shown in my co 

5 pending application for patent, Serial No. 706,646, 
led January 15, 1934. 
The previous stand, while portable and light, 

was rigid and relatively bulky, making it some 
what awkward to move the same about the or 

10 chard and to get the same to the orchard at 
the outset and finish of packing operations. 
The principal object of the present invention 

is to eliminate this objectionable feature by con 
structing the stand so that it may be very easily 

5 and quickly folded into a very compact flat form, 
while still having the rigidity when unfolded and 
in operation necessary to its practical use. The 
big advantage of this folding feature is that it 
enables the Stand to be easily placed in an auto 
mobile or truck and transported by the packer 
from place to place in the orchard, as packing 
operations require, without loss of time and with 
out Special facilities being necessary. At the 
same time the new stand has all the advantages 
of the previous one. 
A further object of the invention is to produce 

a simple and inexpensive device and yet one 
which will be exceedingly effective for the pur 
pose for which it is designed. 
These objects I accomplish by means of such 

structure and relative arrangement of parts as 
will fully appear by a perusal of the following 
specification and claims. 

In the drawings similar characters of refer 
ence indicate corresponding parts in the several 
views: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the stand as 
unfolded and ready for use. 

Figure 2 is a similar view showing the stand 
partially folded. 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary enlarged front view 

of the stand in its unfolded or Working position. 
Referring now more particularly to the char 

acters of reference on the drawings, the stand 
comprises a rigid vertical back frame of in 
verted U shape to form legs 1 and a top cross 
bar 2. Pivoted. On the outside of the legs near 
their upper end are front legs 3 adapted to 

50 extend forwardly to the ground at an acute angle 
to the legs 1. The pairs of legs are prevented 
from spreading relative to each other beyond a 
predetermined extent without interfering with 
their folding movement by toggle links 4 extend 

55 ing between the legs intermediate their ends and 
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adapted to fold or collapse upwardly, as shown 
in Figure 2. 

Disposed above the legs 3 in front of but below 
the top of the back frame is the supporting cradle 
for a standard lug box indicated at 5. This 
Cradle is substantially the same construction as 
that provided in the previous device and com 
prises transversely extending bottom bars 6 
Spaced to Support the box across its ends and 
and an upstanding side and front flange unit 
7 mounted on the bars to locate the box in place. 
The cradle also has an upward slope toward the 
rear so that the box is similarly disposed which 
makes it convenient for packing purposes. The 
front flange element 7 also prevents upward slid 
ing of the box from the sloping cradle, 

Pivoted on the outside of the flanges 7 and 
intermediate their ends and depending therefrom 
are vertical arms 8. These are connected to the 
legs 1 So as to be capable of vertical movement 
relative thereto by vertically spaced pairs of links 
9 pivoted to said arms and legs. To impart 
rigidity to the vertically movable structure so as 
to eliminate possible lateral weaving of the same, 
each opposed pair of links is formed with a 
diagonal brace Strap 10, the directional angle 
of the straps of the two pairs of links being oppo 
site to each other. 
The cradle is normally held from turning rela 

tive to the arms 8, and thus maintained at the de 
Sired working slope by toggle links 11 extending 
diagonally between the arms and the flanges 7 in 
front of said arms, said links being capable of 
upward folding movement. 
The weight indicating device now employed 

Comprises a housing 12 mounted on and upstand 
ing from the back crossbar 2. A tension spring 13 
is disposed in the housing and suspended from 
an adjustable screw 14. The lower end of the 
Spring is attached to a block 15 in the housing 
from which a hook rod 16 depends to a termina 
tion a certain distance below the housing. This 
hook is adapted for detachable engagement with 
the adjacent end of an arm 17 which is rigid with 
and projects rearwardly from the cradle bars 
6 centrally of the width of the cradle. 
An upwardly projecting pin 18 is mounted in 

the housing to one side of the block, on which is 
turnable a hub 19 having a pointer 20 projecting 
radially therefrom and upwardly toward the side 
of the housing opposite the spring. Said hub 
also has a relatively short radial arm 21 pro 
jecting therefrom and engaging the block 15 in 
turning relation. The upper end of the pointer 
is adapted, when the cradle is lowered a certain 
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distance, to move past an indicating window 22 
formed in the front cover 23 of the housing 12. 
The weight necessary to cause the cradle to be 
lowered to an extent necessary to alline the point 
er with the center of the window depends of 
course on the tensioning of the spring 13, which 
may be adjusted by the operator to conform to 
the weight requirements for a box load of any 
particular fruit being packed. 

It will thus be seen that as the box becomes 
filled and the cradle is lowered, the operator will 
know that the box has the required weight of 
fruit therein as Soon as the pointer assumes its 
proper indicating position in the window 22, and 
no subsequent weighing of the box will be nec 
essary. The indicating device being above and 
back of the box it is always within convenient 
view of the packer. 
When packing operations at any one point have 

been completed, the hook 16 is disengaged from 
the arm 17, the links 11 are folded so that the 
cradle may lie adjacent and parallel to the arms 
8, and the latter may of course be lowered to lie 
adjacent and parallel to the back legs 1. 
links 4 are then also folded so that the front legs 
3 may be swung to lie in close alinement with the 
legs 1. The device in its folded position thus 
has but little depth and can be easily transported 
in an ordinary automobile, or a number of Stands 
may be stacked in superimposed relation with 
out occupying very much space. 
From the foregoing description it will be readi 

ly seen that I have produced such a device as 
substantially fulfills the objects of the invention as 
Set forth herein. . . 
While this specification sets forth in detail the 

present and preferred construction of the device, 
still in practice such deviations from such detail 
may be resorted to as do not form a departure 
from the spirit of the invention, as defined by the 
appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention what I 

claim as new and useful and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent is: 

1. A folding portable packing and weighing 
stand comprising a vertical back frame which in 
cludes a pair of legs, other legs pivoted on and 
normally diverging forwardly from said frame 
legs, foldable links connecting said legs to limit 
the relative spread thereof, a box supporting 
cradle in front of the frame, vertical arms piv 
oted on and depending from the Sides of the 
cradle, foldable links extending diagonally be 
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tween and connecting the arms and cradle to 
normally maintain the same in a predetermined 
operative position, vertically spaced links pivotal 
ly connected to the arms and the frame legs, a 
weight indicating device on the frame, and a de 
tachable connection between said device and the 
cradle. 

2. A folding portable packing and weighing 
stand comprising a vertical back frame which 
includes a pair of legs, front legs, means mount 
ing said front legs on the frame legs for folding 
movement adjacent the same, a bOX Supporting 
cradle disposed in front of the frame, arms de 
pending from the cradle, connecting means be 
tween said arms and the cradle to enable the 
latter to move to a vertical position adjacent 
the arms while normally preventing Such move 
ment, means connecting the arms to the frame 
legs to permit the arms to move to lie adjacent 
the frame legs, and a weight indicating device 
mounted on the frame and detachably connected 
to the cradle when the latter is in its operative 
position to normally prevent such movement of 
the arms. 

3. A folding portable packing and weighing 
Stand comprising a vertical back frame Which in 
cludes a pair of legs, front legs, means mount 
ing Said front legs on the frame legs for folding 
In Ovenient adjacent the Sane, a box supporting 
cradle disposed in front of the frame, arms de 
pending from the cradle, connecting means be 
tween said arms and the cradle to enable the 
latter to move to a vertical position adjacent the 
arms while normally preventing such movement, 
means connecting the arms to the frame legs to 
permit the arms to move to lie adjacent the 
frame legs, a Weight indicating device mounted 
On the frame and including a depending hook 
element, and a member rigid with the cradle hav 
ing an opening to removably receive the hook. 

4. A folding portable packing and weighing 
stand comprising a vertical back frame which 
includes a pair of legs, front legs mounted in fold 
ing relation with the frame legs, vertical arms in 
front of the frame legs and mounted in folding 
relation therewith, a box supporting cradle 
mounted on the arms in vertically foldable rela 
tion, therewith, means normally holding the 
cradle against folding, a weight indicating de 
Vice mounted on the frame, and a detachable 
connection between the cradle and preventing 
folding movement of the arms. 
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