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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, Lorenzo
a citizen of the United States,

M. Baxgg,

residing at

Columbus, in the county of Franklin and

State of Ohio; have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Propelling-
Paddles for Swimmers, of which the folloy-
ing is a specification.

¥ invention relatgs to propelling pad-
dles for swimmers and is particularly de-
signed as an aid to accomplished swimmers
for the purpose of increasing their possible
speed in traveling through the water and
also as an aid to beginners in enabling them
to remain upon the surface of the water and
to swim with greater ease owing to the de-
crease in the difficulty of propulsion.

The main reason for the inability of the
average person to swim when he is first
learning, is the fact that one stroke made
by him is not sufficiently effective to main-
tain headway until he has had time to fully
recover for the next stroke. As a conge-
quence, the beginner tries to increase the
number of strokes and in a short time is
exhausted. .

‘With my invention, a beginner can, by a
single stroke maintain himself under head-
way in the water for a sufficient length of
time to fully recover for the next stroke and
this may be done without any great diffi-
culty. 'As a consequence, my - invention
serves as a great aid to people learning to
swim, - - :

Another important feature of my inven-
tion resides in its efficiency and applicability
to the service of life saving.

A nuinber of lives are lost simply because
the drowning persen cannot be reached in
time by, the life saver who is in the water
swimming. By my inyention, the speed of
the life saver in passage through the water

may be greatly increaséd and this will in-

evitably be the cause of the decrease in the
umber of lives lost.

In order that the device may be peculiarly
adaptable to life saving purposes. and in
ovder, also, that the swimmer uthizing the
same may have full use of his hands for the
purpose of clinging to any object if he may
so desire, I desirably provide a thumb hold
of such a type that the thumb may be re-
leased independently of the other fingers
and without difficulty.

The preferred embodiment of my inven-

~tion is shown in the accompanying draw-

ings, in which similar characters of refer-
ence designate corresponding parts, and in
which:

Figure 1 is a bottom plan view of my

swimming paddle showing the position of
the hand therein in dotted lines both in
operative position and with the thumb out
of the thumb hold, Fig. 2 is a sectional

view taken on line 2—2 of Fig. 1, and, Fig. |

3 is a transverse section taken on line 3—3
of Fig. 1. ' o .

In its preferred form, my invention takes
the shape of a body portion of metal  or
other comparatively rigid material 1 which
is of subsfantially fan shape and which has
its upper edge curved. This body portion 1
is desirably of concave form. and upon its
concave surface is provided with a plufality
of finger holds or rings 2 which are rigidly
secured thereto.
body portion 1 and also upon,_the concave
surface thereof is provided 4 thumb hold 3
which is preferably of a substantially U-
shaped formation “and provided with an
open side to permit of the ready removal
of the thumb therefrom by a lateral move-
ment thereof. ‘

In the normal swimming operation, the
fingers are individually placed within the
rings 2 and the thumb is within the thumb
hold 3. This permits of a firm support of
the paddle upon the hand. It will be un-

derstood that the back of the hand is in -

contact with the concave
dle. When it is desired
such as a float in the water or such as’a
drowning person, the thumb may be quickly
released and, although the paddle 1s still
retained upon the fingers the full arglsfree

surface of the pad-

use of the hand is permitted. When the

paddle is in operative position upon the
hand, the hold by the fingers and the thumbsg
1s assisted by the contacting relation of the
back of the hand and of the concave surface
of the body portion.

Further advantage of my invention re-

sides in the fact that when the thumb is re-

moved from the thumb holds, the general ar-
rangement and formation of the finger rings
is such that it is & practical impossibility to
lose the paddle by relaxation of the hand.
This . is of considerable importance because
the operator is enabled to entirely disregard
this feature and at the same time to be as-
sured of the retention of the paddle upon
the hand. :
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What T claim, is— _ In testimony whereof I affix my signatiie
A propelling paddle for swimmers com- | in presence of two witnesses.
prising a rigid paddle element of concave | =~ :

form, spaced rirfg finger holds, and a thumb : LORENZO M. BAKER.
5 hold 'of hook form and having its open side | Witnesses: . ‘
positioned for the ready withdrawal of the | - Warrer E. L. Bocx,

thumb' laterally. - : C. €. SHEPHERD.

- Coples of this.patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
oo ’ ) Washington, D, C.”




