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(57) Abstract: Disclosed are a method and an apparatus
for encoding images and a method and an apparatus for
decoding images. The method for encoding images com-
prises: dividing the current picture into maximum encod-
ing units; encoding image data of the maximum encoding
units on the basis of encoding units for each depth to de-
termine the dividing form of the maximum encoding units
and the prediction mode and partition for each of the di-
vided encoding units; setting, for each of the encoding
units, dividing information, skip mode information and
dividing information containing whether or not the en-
coding units of the upper level depth, including each of
the encoding units, are divided; and encoding the dividing
information and the skip information set for each of the
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