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My invention relates to improvements in
containers, the object being to provide a con-
tainer, preferably made of pasteboard,
which is adapted to be arranged in a compact
form to be used as a container and is also
adapted to be arranged in an extended form
for display uge or for use as a toy.

An important feature connected with my
invention is to provide an attractive form of
box or container to be used for the delivery

of goods and which container is capable of
being arranged in expanded or extended .

form for use as a toy or for other purposes.
The main idea underlying my invention is

5 the provision of a carton device which is

readily convertible from a carton of minimum
dimensions and useful for containing various
articles, to an extended form useful for ex-
hibition, display or as a toy.

. Preferably the carton is made out of a
single sheet of cardboard and is cut and
scored in such a manner that it can readily
be formed and folded into a box-like form
and also cut and scored so that the several por-

5 tioms, flaps or walls can readily be arranged

to suitably expand the device into a desired
display shape and the parts are so formed
that they can readily be secured in such ex-
tended or display condition.

While many embodiments of my idea can
readily be conceived, I have.chosen herein
to illustrate my invention in the form of a
carton having parts enabling it to be readily
expanded to form a “Noal’s ark”. And, I

25 have shown the associated animals of a Noah’s -

ark toy as being packed within the carton.
As typical merely of my invention I have
shown in the accompanying drawings which
form part of this specification, a cardboard
box-like carton in which the animals can be
packed for storage and shipment and which
carton simulates the hull of the ark, the
device being provided with attached sections
and flaps adapted to be extended and se-
cured in their extended pesitions to produce
the appearance of a completed ark.

One feature of my invention is that the
carten with the extensible sections and flaps
1s adapted to be arranged in a compact condi-
tion having flat walls and whereby a pluranty
of the devices are adapted to be arranged in
a suitable case or carton occupying a mini-
mum of space for shipping purposes.

My invention will be more readily under-
stood by reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which :—

Figure 11is a perspective view of the device
shown in its compact condition; ‘
Figure 2 is a perspective view showing the
device partly unfolded ; : :
. Figure 3 is a perspective view of the device
in completed form for ude for display or as
a toy;

Figure 4 is a'vertical cross-sectional view
on the line 4—4 of Figure 8; :

Figure 5 is a fragmentary detail section
on the line 5—5 of Figure 4; and

Figure 6 is a plan view of the cut and
seored blank for the device. "

As best shown in Figure 8 the device il-
lustrated simulates a Noah’s ark having a
body. portion 1, a peaked roof 2 and end
walls 8. The height of the body portion 1,
as shown in Figure 8; is substantially double
the height necessary for containing the as-
sociated parts of the toy such as the animals
4 indicated in Figure 2.

It is a particular object of my invention
to so construct the device that it can readily
bz folded down into a flat box-like form of
only sufficient capacity to snugly contain
the contents such as the associated parts of
a toy, this for the purpose of minimizing or
reducing the shipping volume, and in Fig-
ure 1, I illustrate the device in such com-
pact folded condition. The device is adapt-
ed to be temporarily retained in such com-
pact folded condition by a band 5 formed of
a strip of paper such as is now commonly used
for sealing packages.

In order to arrange the device so that the
container can be readily folded down into
the form shown in Figure 1, T make one
side 6 of the carton of two equal parts 7
and 8 divided longitudinally by a score line
9. The opposite side 10 of the carton is
likewise made of a lower part 11 and an up-
per part 12 divided by a longitudinal score
Iine 13. As shown in Figure 1, the upper
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part of each side can be folded down to pro- -

duce a container which is only half as high as
the base of the device. The roof 2 of the
ark is composed of a flap or section 14 form-
ing an extension of the part 12 and divided
therefrom by a score line 15, a section 16
divided from the section 14 by a score line
17 and an edge flap or section 18 extending
from the free edge of the section 16 and
divided therefrom by a score line 19. The
two sections 14 and 16 form the two sloping
sides of the roof 2. The sections 11 and 12
are equal in height to the sections 7 and 8
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and the section 18 is adapted to be tucked
inside of the section 8 in completing the
ark, as best shown in Figure 3, to hold the
roof in proper relation.

I preferably make the roof part longer
than the body of the box forming gable
ends 20 projecting beyond the ends 3 of the
box. The ends 8 of the box are each com-
posed of a lower section 21 equal in height
to the lower sections 7 and 11 of the sides
and an upper section 22 having inclined
edges 23 to fit beneath the parts 14 and 16
of the roof and provided on its upper end
with a tongue 24 adapted to project through
a slot 25 in the roof, as best shown in Figure
3, to hold the upper part 22 of the end rigid-
ly in position and join the ends to the roof.
T make the slot 25 in the form of a cut with-
out removing any material, the cut being
parallel with the end of the roof and at its
ends being turned inwardly as shown at 26
thereby forming, in effect, a short tongue
27 adapted to be curved upwardly when the
tongue 24 is pushed through the slit, as best

5 shown in Figure 5, and in position to tight-
‘1y bind the tongue 24 to the.roof.

For securing. the side parts 7 and 11 to
the ends 21, I provide the part 7 with inter-
locking end tongues 277 one at each end, and
I provide the part 11 with similar tongues
98 at its ends and I provide the end parts
91 with suitable slots 29 for receiving these
tongues when the bottom part of the body of
the ark is formed up as shown in Figure 2.
In forming the box for use as a carton, I
first form up the lower part of the bodv of
the box engaging the tongues in the slots 29
at the corners of the box which is a common
construction. The carton is then ready for
use to receive its contents. Then the box
is closed by first bending over the upper
parts 22 of the ends 8 and then folding down
the part 8 of the side 6, then folding the roof
parts together as shown in Figures 1 and
2 and folding the roof as a whole down upon
the thin flat box already formed, the roof
providing a closure for the top of the box.
Then the parts can be secured for shipping
purposes in their folded condition by means
of the band 5 or any other suitable tie.

In opening the box and arranging it to
form a display device or a toy, the parts are
unfolded in their reverse order and the
tongues 24 on the ends 8 are projected through
the slots 25 in the roof and the flap 18 1s
tucked within the flap 8 thus expanding the
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container into the toy form shown in Fig-
ure 3.

It will now be clear that the device serves
two important functions; first, when folded
down to minimum dimensions serving as a
carton, container or packing box, and second
when expanded serving as a display device
or toy.

As’ explained hereinbefore, the idea in-
volved in my invention is much broader than
the illustration which I have shown and de-
scribed, which is merely typical of the many
ideas which will obviously readily suggest
themselves once the idea 1s understood and
consequently T do not desire my invention
to be limited to the specific details of con-
struction and the toy herein illustrated and
described.

I claim:

1. In a device of the kind described, a
member made of foldable sheet material and
having a permanently formed container por-
tion, attached sections and flaps adapted to
be folded down into close relation to the con-
tainer portion to close same whereby the de-
vice serves as a carton and said sections and
flaps also adapted to be arranged in extended
relation to increase the height of the side
walls of the container portion and to provide
a peaked top.

9. In a Noah’s ark toy, a housing made of
a sheet of cardboard cut and scored to be
formed up into a housing simulating an ark,
the sides and ends having horizontal score
marks facilitating the folding down of these
parts to form a container substantially one-
half of the normal height of the sides, one
side part extended to form the roof of the
ark, the ends extended to fill in below the
roof and having tongues on their free ends,
the roof provided with slits for receiving said
tongues and a flap on the free edge of the
roof part for tucking in behind the opposite
side, as and for the purpose specified.

3. In a device of the kind described, a card-
board box having a shallow rectanglar body
portion and having attached sections adapted
to be arranged to make the sides higher, and
on one longitudinal edge of the body portion,
having a large section attached provided with
a score line, adapting it to be bent to form
a peaked roof continuous from one side to the

other. :
Signed at Chicago, Illinois, this 2nd day of

June, 1922. ‘
PERCY REEVES.
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