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This invention relates to improvements in 
tooth brushes. 
An object of the invention is to provide a sani 

tary tooth brush, in which the shank and bristles 
of the brush are held in a container, the same 
forming a handle when the brush is in use. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a brush of this character, in which the shank 
and bristles may be readily inserted in the handle 
or removed from the handle and connected 
thereto in operative position for cleaning the 
teeth. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a brush of this character formed of few parts 
and producing a very compact brush having Cer 
tain details of Structure and combination of 
parts hereinafter more fully set forth. 

In the accompanying drawing, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my improved 

brush with the shank and bristles within the 
handle; 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the shank re 
moved from the handle; 
Figure 3 is a side elevation of the handle, partly 

in Section; 
Figure 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of 

Figure ; 
Figure 5 is a side elevation, partly in Section, 

showing the shank in the handle in operative 
position. 

Referring now to the drawing, represents 
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a hollow cylindrical handle having one end 
rounded and closed at 2, and provided with 
openings 3 for ventilation. The opposite end of 
the handle is open and has an enlarged cylin 
drical portion 4, internally threaded at 5. At the 
inner end of the enlarged portion 4, I provide 
an inwardly extending annular flange 6, forming 
a stop for a purpose later described. The brush 
proper is composed of a cylindrical portion , 
externally threaded, and adapted to screw into 
the enlarged portion 4 of the handle. One end 
of the enlarged portion 7 is provided with a 
curved shank 8, carrying at its outer end the 45 

40 

usual bristles 9, which may be of any desired 
form. The opposite end of the cylindrical por 
tion l is provided with an operating knob fo, 
which is of a diameter less than the bore of the 
handle f. 
From the foregoing description, it will be seen 

that the brush proper is passed into the handle; 
and, by means of the knob 0, the cylindrical 
threaded portion 7 is readily screwed into the 
threads 5 of the enlarged portion 4 of the handle 
until the inner end of the portion 7 engages the 
annular flange 6. In this position, a very neat 
and compact article is produced. When it is 
desired to use the brush, the same is removed 
from the handle by turning the knob - O and 
screwing the cylindrical portion. 7, carried by 
the shank, within the enlarged portion 4, as 
shown in Figure 5 of the drawing. As hereto 
fore stated, the knob fo is of a diameter less 
than the bore of the handle and passes into the 
handle and allows the portion to pass into the 
handle until it engages the annular flange 6, 
whereby the brush is locked against rotation in 
the handle. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim is 
A tooth brush, comprising a hollow cylindrical 

handle closed at one end and having an enlarged 
internally threaded opposite end, an internal 
flange at the junction of the handle and the en 
larged internally threaded end, an externally 
threaded cylindrical member of a length equal 
to that of the enlarged internally threaded end 
of the handle, a shank carried by one end of 
the cylindrical member and carrying a brush, 
and an Operating knob carried by the opposite 
end of the cylindrical member and of a diameter 
less than the bore of the handle, whereby the 
cylindrical member may be screwed wholly 
within the handle in either position with the 
cylindrical member engaging the internal flange 
and locked by friction against the same. 
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